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ADV. ERT ISE M-E NE, 3 3 
Tax E frequent peruſal of the following Lewes written to me 
from Portugal, and which have been now a very conſiderable time 
in my poſſeſſion, has naturally engaged the attention-of my leiſure 
moments in a more particular manner, towards the preſent State and 
Government of that country ; and having remarked how miſerably 
| theſc have been, and ftill continue to be miſrepreſented daily in our 
py public Papers, even to the names of perſons and places, mangled and g 
miſtated: and having, moreover, had many opportunities of diſcourfſ- 
ing on the ſame ſubje& with my brother after his- return from Portu- 
gal, and before he went to reſide in Ireland, and ſtill more particu- . 
larly with that ſenſible and well-informed Officer Colonel Priolet, now 
living at ſome miles diſtant from this city, upon an eaſy and philoſo- 
| phical competency; I haye conſidered the publication of theſe Let- 
ters as a duty I owe to that public of which 1 have the happineſs to 
be an humble member, as well to undeceive them, in regard to thoſe 
articles, puffs and paragraphs daily handed about, as coming from, 
or concerning Portugal, as to preſent them with a new and authentic 
body of information, concerning the Government and preſent ſitua» 
tion of that country, | | 


Having literally followed my brother's directions, as communicated 
to me in his twentieth Letter, of the following publication, I here re- 
queſt it · may be conſidered as containing my true reaſons for laying 
his Letters before the public, and alſo as a prefatory introduction to 
them; and I have been ſo ſcrupulous in preſerving every thing eſſen- 
tial which he wrote to me, that I have not yentured to ſuppreſs even 
what he ſays concerning the Reviewers, at whom he glances in the 
abovementioned Letter, For my own part, I have both heard and 
read repeated complaints, which appeared to me to be well founded, 
of the illiberal behaviour of the Reviewers, and of their irritable, 
cynical diſpoſition: If ſuch it be in real ity, I fincerely pray God to 
forgive them, to inſpfre them with the true ſpirit of meekneſs towards | | s 
all poor Authors REALLY within the reach of their laſh, and that | 3 
they may be more charitably diſpoſed towards all men in general, | | 
- imitating the liberal and lenient diſpoſition ever remarkable in a can- 0 
\ did and impartial public, towards all thoſe who ſhew themſelves 1 = A 
ſincerely N to Wuhan, either to their . or enter 1 
1inment. - 
_ LonpDoN, 


„„ CHARLES A. cosrioAx. 
| | * 
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LETTER 


Cadiz, 1778. 
Drax BROTHER, 

[ AM es far nee on my road to 
join you, in conſequence of your generous 
and friendly propoſal, and I hope the plan 
you have laid out will ſucceed according 
to our mutual wiſhes, I am delighted to 
find you have ſuch ſanguine hopes of ſee- 
ing our beautiful iſland ſoon emancipated | 
- from that ſlavery and bondage under which 
TOLL - 3 it 
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it has groaned for bo. many ages. Grant 
Heaven they may be equally well founded; 


but J confeſs I dare not yet venture to ſup- 
pole, ſo readily as you ſeem to do, that the 
Britiſh Cabinet will be eaſily induced to 
change that oppreſſive conduct towards 
Ireland, to which they have been ſo uni- 
formly and ſo long accuſtomed : nor does 
the bad ſucceſs of their endeavours to op- 
preſs the Americans ſeem yet to produce 
the ſalutary eſſects in their Councils it 
ougght to have done, by diſpoſing them to 
grant to others an equal ſhare of that li- 
berty they are ſo jealous of preſerving for 
themſelves. Their haughty carriage to- 
wards other nations, chat ſpirit of graſping 
every where at trade, and monopolizing in 
their own favour, joined to the late inſo- 
lent behaviour to their Countrymen beyond 
the Atlantic, has alienated and cooled the 
ſentiments of mankind in their favour; and 
while che e of every nation are 
| com- 
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compelled to approve and applaud the | 


Equitable and noble form of their Govern- 
ment, unexampled either in antient or mo- 
dern times, they muſt at the ſame time de- 


plore the frailty of human nature, and la- 
ment that ſo fine a ſyſtem is threatened with 


diſſolution, through the unprincipled, cor- 
rupt and venal diſpoſition of the far greater 
part of its members. 


I found more difficulty in obtaining my 


diſmiſſion from the ſervice here than I ex- 


pected; and afterwards diſcovered that the 
greateſt obſtacles that had been thrown in 
my way, proceeded from the affection of my 
Brother Officers of the Regiment to which 
I belonged, who were unwilling to loſe me: 
before II left them, I took an opportunity 


of teſtifying my ſenſe of the partiality with 


which they had honoured me. What pity 


it is, chat the ſervices op ſuch a brave and 


_ gallant number of our Compatriots ſhould 
be not only loſt to their country, but di- 


„ rected 


414 © $SEETCHES OE 


rected immediately againſt its intereſt ; for 
I am poſitive, from what I could learn at 
Madrid, and now ſee going on at this place, 
© that, on one ſide at leaſt, a Spaniſh war is 
1 eſolved on, and cannot be far diſtant. 
With regard to any impediments ariſing, 
fi om religious prejudices on the part of 
thoſe fine fellows I have juſt left, I am 
conſcious that whatever might have been. 
the caſe in former times, they now no lon- 
ger exiſt ; and they talk with a ſpirit of 
compaſſionate deriſion of thoſe unhappy 
days, when ſpeculative opinions had the 


diſmal influence of raiſing feuds, "diſorder - | 


and ſcandal in the ſociety of civil life ; and, 

were it not atteſted by a thouſand exam- 
ples of the moſt uncxceptionable authority, 
they could with difficulty credit what is 
related of the fatal effects of Proteflant and 


Catholic Creeds upon the lives, the proper- 


ties and liberty of ſuch a number of religi- 
ous victims; but What deli dhe me ſtill 
more 0 


ents 8 


6 — N * 
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more is, that even in this country, they are 
not ſingular in adopting this happy turn 
of ſentiment. I have had many opportu- 
nities of converſing with numbers of Spa- 
niſn Gentlemen who are in the ſame per- 
ſuaſion, which ſeems the moſt to pervade 

perſons of education and in the higher 

Tanks of life. Many Officers in the Spa- 
niſh Guards, and of high military rank, 
are perfectly ſenſible of the abuſes of their 
preſent Government, the inſolence of the 
Clergy and opprefſions of the Church ; and 
conſider, with indignation and rage, the 
preſent deplorable ſtate of their own politi- 
cal Councils, ſo ſervilely ſubjected to the 
over-ruling Cabinet of Verſailles ; and not- 
withſtanding the late demonſtration of in- 
quiſitorial ſeverity, ſupported by the Royal 
authority, (which I may have occaſion to 
mention on ſome future opportunity) and 
that they know it would ſtill be dangerous 
io publiſh their ſentiments, they neverthe- 
is iq 


— — 


— —ꝛ — 
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leſs entertain the moſt earneſt expettations, 
of ſeeing their country emerge from that 
ſtate of apathy and deſolation, to Which 


oppr eſſion at home, and coloniſation abroad, 
N hay e reduced 1t. 


But to return to our particular "We "IN 


I have received the liberal ſupply of credit 


which you remitted me, and I accept it lite- 


rally and only upon the terms on which you 


Offer it; and upon thoſe alone it 18 that 1 


have thrown myſelf, as you lee, entirely 


Into your power, from a thorough convic- 


tion that y you are incapable of making an 


improper uſe of it; I have at your requeſt 


abandoned a creditable Service in which I 
have reaſon to believe I have employed 
with reputation ſome of the beſt years of 
my life, and truſt the iſſue of my future 


lortune upon the credit of your good faith 


and veracity. 


But as there is nothing like talking 
clearly and explicitly, elpecially between 
intimate 


\ 
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intimate friends where the dilguiſing of 
our ſentiments in the ſmalleſt degree may 
be particularly dangerous, I mull begin by 
telling you, that I look upon myſelf as a 
perfectly free Agent, ſubject to no manner 
ol controul, anſwerable for my actions on- 
ly to God and my conſcience, and ac- 
countable to no man, ſo long as I act in 
conformity to the eſtabliſhed laws of the 
Society of which I happen to be a member; 
I do not therefore expect, that you will 
avail yourſelf of the caſual advantage of 
having ſeen the light a few years before 
me, to claim the ſmalleſt right to diftate 
to, or direct me in any circumſtance what- 
ever; let the pure and unbiaſſed dittates 
of Reaſon be our only guides; to which if 
we both conſtantly adhere, no difference m 
matters of opinion will ever cauſe the ſmall- 
eſt in our mutual friendſhip and fraternal 
affection: mine, I allure you, is molt hearty 
and ſincere; nor is it from the ſmalleſt dif- 
„„ a. fidence 
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fidence m the genuine purity of yours that 
1 now mention the above circumſtances ; 
n che contrary, it is from che moſt earneſ} 

I ' defire of preſerving it entire and inviolate, 
that 1 thought it my duty, at firſt ſetting 
out, to open my heart to you without re- 


ſerve, and to requeſt, that, if your own 
11 behaviour to me ſhall continue to be 


formed and regulated on principles ſimilar 
to thoſe I have mentioned, you will diſown 
and abandon me whenever you ſhall be 
convinced that I have departed from them. 
Upon theſe conditions 1 it is that I accept 
your offer moſt heartily; ; for 1 It 15 noble, af 
2 ſectionate, and diſintereſted; and ſuch as 1 
| ſhould with alacrity have made to you in 
A an exchange gf circumſtances : beſides, 
what you propoſe ; is ſo peculiarly adapted 

to my preſent diſpoſition and turn of mind, 

that I cannot help congratulating myſelf i in 

the chought of poſſeſſing a Brother, equally 

able and willing to indulge. m me in my ta- 


your ite 
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vcurite deſire of retiring with an clegant 


competency, to a life of ſclf-enjoyment and . 


contemplation ; not chat I am by any 
means out of humour with mankind, or | 
dilatisfied with their behaviour toward ſo 
ſmall an individual as myſelf, but I re- 
Joice 1n thinking how much I ſhall have it 
in my power to mix with them according 
to my inclination only, or to withdraw in- 
to the Province of Connaught to the ſweet 
old Sabine farm, where with tranſport I 
anticipate the ſatisfaction of ſtretching un- 
der the antient Oaks and of breathing our 
native air, upon che very ſpot which pro- : 
6, duced ſuch a long line of our Anceſtors, 
and which kindly received them again in- 
to its boſom, after fulfilling and finiſhing 


the different taſks they were deſtined to 
. 5 


Since writing the above: Iam informed 
&f a Imall Veſſel going from hence to the 
coalt of Algarve in Portugal, engaged by 


an 


8 _ E 5 4 


* 


. — — rr 2 w - — > ts 
PR 2 2 = - TY * 2 - * W * * — 
: p = 


SKETCHES OF 


an Engliſh officer from Gibraltar, who has 


been ſo civil as to permit my embark- 
ing along with him, and we fail almoſt 


TO immediately ; Iam glad of the opportuni- | 
ty of curtailing ſo much of my journey 


by this conveyance, for I am already too 


well experienced in the nature of Spaniſh 


Poladas* ever to deſire availing myſelf of 


| ſuch uncomfortable lodgings, while I can, 
avoid it. Adieu, my dear friend, you ſhall 


hear from me very ſoon after my arrival 
in Portugal ; on your part, I beg to hear 


from you, on receiving this, directing as 


before, to the care of our correſpondent in 


Liſbon, who will be inſtructed how he is to 


remit your Letters to me. 
] remain, &c. 


* A Spaniſh country Inn of the worſt ſort, where you are 
allowed only the uſe of an empty dirty room, and you muſt 
ſend out into the village to enquire for and purchaſe bread, | 


wine, or whatever elſe you may want, or can get. 


LE T. 
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LETTER IL 


Faro, in Portugal, 17 58. J tf 
L ; Cay” Junk nf Hi © 
DAR Buorhrn, Fad od Carr A , 


A BRISK Lad wind brought us here 

in a few hours, and much more ſpeedilythan + 

expected, in an open boat, being one of 
many which are employed upon the coaſt 

in fiſhing for pilchards and oyſters, as occa- 
ſions offer, and carrying them to the Cadiz 

market. 

J met with the moſt cordial reception 
from the Engliſh Officer, whoſe name L 
find to be Lord F reeman, of a moſt reſpec- 
table family; he is well attended by do- 

meſtics and a F rench valet de chambre, 
who has accompanied him in former pere- 
i grinations, and appears to be a ſenſible 


commu- 


's , 
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communicative fellow. He informs me, 
that he ſuſpects the motive Sol his maſter's 
— preſent ; journey is a miſtreſs, otherwiſe he 
. fnds it difficult to account. for his travel- 
8 ling i in a country fo little deſerving of notice 
a8 Patwgat, and yet from what his Lord- 
; ſhip ſays himſelf, I am inclined to think cu- 


riolity alone has incited him to take this 
trip; though I have already obſerved 


ſomething inconſiſtent in his meaſures for 


which I find it not ealy to account. 
During our paſlage from Cadiz to this 


place, we had much converfation concern- 


ing the preſent ſtate of Spain, the politics 
and dif poſition of the Court with regard to 
America. Lord Freeman does not ſeem to 
apprehend that Spain will enter into the | 


_ quarrel, in which however I begged leave to 
differ from him in opinion. His firſt inten- 
tion was, on our arrival at this place, to 
{et out directly ſor Liſbon ; but the Britiſh 
C onſul here, who has entertained us with 


- CV ery 
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every mark of hoſpitality and a 
| having delivered him ſome letters he had re- 
ceived for him from Liſbon, I find the 
> peruſal of them has made him change his 
plan, and he no intends to viſit the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom, and to examine the 
ſtate of the provinces before he enters the 
capital. Having thus far explained to me 
his intentions, he moſt earneſtly intreated 
me to accompany him, and being by your 
indulgence unlimited with reſpect to time, 
I could not reſiſt the inducement held out 
to me of taking a nearer view of the Por- 
tugueſe nation, that I may be able to aſcer- 
tain, on the evidence of my own perſonal 
knowledge and obſervation, whether they 
really are the daſtardly contemptible peo- 
ple their neighbours the Caſtilians repre- 
ſent them to be. My acquaintance with 
the Spaniſh language renders that of this 
country almoſt perfectly intelligible to me; 
but to abviate every difhculty 1 in that re- 


ſpect, 


* 
* 
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ſpect, Lord Freeman takes a young Prieſt 8 
in company with him, who is a perfect 
maſter both of Engliſh and Portugueſe, and 
Was ſtrongly recommended to hm by the 
Britiſh Conſul here, as a Youth of great 
_ perſonal knowledge and talents, and as a 


character which always procures a more 


favourable reception to itrangers travelling 
through the; interior parts of this country. 
This town is pleaſantly ſituated, with a 
fine variegated country about it, riſing gra- 
dually to a high ridge of mountains about 


_— 


two leagues diſtance, which ſeparate this: 
from the neighbouring province of Alen- 
tejo. The chief trade from this province 
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conſiſts in figs. and almonds, ſome wine, 
oranges, cork and ſhumack, carried on ex- 
clufively by three or four Engliſh houſes 
eſtabliſhed here, which make exorbitant 

i gains, conſidering the reduced rates at which 
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the poor peaſants of the country. I wiſh 
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to ſpeak in the. moſt reſpectful terms of a 
profefſion in which you have been ſo fortu- 
nate; but I have reaſon to believe, a con- 


ſcientious trader is a character as rare as it 
is truly valuable and deſerving of reſpe&. 
The opportunities which offer of taking ex- 
traordinary profits are ſo frequent in many 
branches of commerce, eſpecially with fo- 

reign nations, ſo perfectly ſafe, and ſome- 


times even honourable, and the immediate 


proſpect of great gain ſo alluring, that it 
requires a philoſophical ſpirit of ſteady diſ- 


intereſtedneſs, which I am afraid few per- 
ſons long accuſtomed to trade will be found 


poſſeſſed of, to reſiſt ſuch inviting tempta- 


tions. Under the notion of making the beſt 
bargain they can, they imagine they are 
juſtified in every ſpecies of extortion, which | 


the wants of the poor, and by far the great- 


er part of the community afford them oc- 
caſions of exerciſing : thus the riches of a 
country, which ought to be diſperſed a- 
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bY mong the multitile, center unjuſtly 3 in 4 
l | - - few private hands, anda top is put to that 
= due circulation ſo indiſpenſible to the health 
= ol the ſtate. The queſtion therefore in my. 
8 humble opinion comes to this ſhort and de- 
1 cifive iſſue : Who more truly deſerves the 
* animadverſion of the law, he who fitting 
[ aat eaſe in his counting-houſe, uncompel- 
1 led by any manner of neceſſity, by means 
* ol an atrocious bargain, with a few ſtrokes 
4 5 of his pen deprives a number of his 
[ 3 needy fellow creatures of the reaſonable 
1 fruits of their labour? or the unfortunate 
4 Caitif, who with a Wife and ſtarving In- 
0 fants, periſhing in ſome lonely corner, and 
looking up to bim for bread, ſtops you on 
3 de road, and perhaps compels you to 
| wn. | ſupply him with a few ſhillings for his pre- 
ent urgent neceſſity? and yet, O deplor- 
able imperfection of human nature and of 
human laws ! you {hall ſoon ſee the latter 
conveyed in diſmal POR to the fatal 
tree, 
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his own injuſtice! I am inadvertently led 


into theſe reflections, by what I have al- 
ready ſeen of the extortions of the Engliſh 


merchants, during the ſhort time I have 
been here, and their groſs impoſitions upon 
the poor peaſants and labourers of the 


ground, while the unworthy and famiſhed 
magiſtrates and officers of juſtice, whoſe 
firſt duty it is to protect the property and 


perſons of thoſe whoſe labour is the firſt 
ſupport of the ſtate, receive a Sop from the 


merchants, and ſuffer them to plunder their 


countrymen with impunity. 


This place was the Oſſonoba of the an- 
tents, and I am informed, that an Engliſh 


fleet after taking Cadiz from Philip II. in 
1595-6, landed ſome troops here, who, 
after plundering and burning the town, 


carried off the Library of the celebrated 


Vorl. C Jeronimo 


tree, while the privileged plunderer will 
hardlybeſtow a look from his palace, much 
leſs a thought upon the hapleſs Victim of 
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Jeronimo Ozorio, Biſhop of Silves, who 


was perhaps the beſt claſſical ſcholar this 


country ever produced, witneſs his Hiſtory 


ol the Reign of their great King Don Em- 


„52er 


manuel, in Latin, and in a ſtile which 
would have been very far from diſcrediting 


a production of the Auguſtan Age. After 


this, the ſame Engliſh fleet went to Co- 


runna and Ferrol, with an intention of 


burning the King's lips had meſes found 


any there. 


We ſhall ſet out from 3 to- morrow 


for the Guadiana, where we propoſe taking 


water, for ſome leagues up to the frontiers 


of the Alentejo, and a Mr. Bacot, a coun- 
tryman of our own, Colonel of a Portu- 


guele regiment quartered here, inſiſts upon 


accompanying us as far as Caſtro Marin, 


1 ſhall take care to inform you of our mo- 


tions and adventures as you deſire. 


I ſhall conclude this with ſome reflections 


on your laſt epiſtle, which have occurred to 


me 
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me ſince my peruſing it with more atten- 
tion. bf ere) 

Peace be to the manes of our aged and 
well meaning father, who, as you write me, 
died in all the prejudices of education, con- 
firmed by the uniformity of a long ruſtic 
life upon the ſame ſpot. But I imagined 

the cuſtom in our country of the lineal de- 
ſcendants, bequeathing at their death to 
| their children large eſtates, which have 
long ſince paſſed.into the hands of ſtran- 
gers, was now exploded and become obſo- 
lete; at any rate, the diſpoſition of the 
old man in my favour, however friendly, 
would have been but of little avail, had it 
not been ſeconded by the favourable op- 
portunity which offered of re-purchaſing 
with your money the old Sabine farms to 
the poſſeſſion of which I now look forward 
with ſo much ſatisfaction. But, I think 
I oblerve a ſort of ambiguity in the ac- 
count you give me of that tranſaction, 
wy Ca © 
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which I apprehend proceeds from a ſenſe of 
delicacy in you towards thoſe prejudices in 


which we were educated, and which you 
imagine have ſtill kept hold of me, by hav- 


ing lived ſo long in a country where the 


eſtabliſhed and only religion 1s that of the 


Church of Rome; for what elſe can you 


mean, when you tell me that having alter- 


ed your opinions in many eſſential points 


concerning the religion in which we were 


brought up, you had been obliged to read 


your recantation before you were permitted 


by the laws of Ireland to re-purchaſe the 
manſion of our Anceſtors for me? I muſt 


therefore oblerve to you, my dear Brother, 


lor your information, that my opinions 


bothconcerning men andthings areexceed- 
ingly changed ſince we parted, a cireum- 


| ſtance by no means ſurpriſing, conſidering 


my youth and inexperience at the time, 
and the number of years elapſed ſince that 
period. Let me aſk you then, what would 
e 1 - 
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be your ſurpriſe, if I affured you mine 
_ conſiſts in beholding that notwithſtanding 
all the hurry of fo active a life, in the 
midſt of the numberleſs avocations which 
have occupied all your time ſince you en- 
gaged in buſineſs in London, you have 
had the penetration and diſcernment to find 
out the errors of our education, and of the 
principles inſtilled by it, together with the 
reſolution to renounce and lay them aſide? 
for in general, the lives of the Catholics 
both in England and Ireland, are ſo moral, 

regular and exemplary, and the groſſneſs 
and abſurdity of their tenets are there diſ- 
guiſed with ſuch inſinuating addreſs, and 
their repugnance to Reaſon and the Scrip- 
ture is gilded over with ſuch ſoothing and 
plauſible arguments, that it is by no means 


ſurpriſing to find, according to experience, 
not only thoſe retained in that perſuaſion 
who have been educated in it, but their 
numbers daily increaſed by additional pro- 
EO © BY ſelytes 
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ſelytes from other Sects, through the perſe- 
vering labours of perſons profeſſedly edu- 
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cated in the practice of all thoſe pious im- 
5 poſitions ſo perfectly well calculated to 
entrap the unwary devotion, and to in- 

tereſt the weak and ſuperſtitious hopes and 

fears of the ſuperficial part of mankind, 


— — OO rms oy rr ne Ep gs — — 


To diſcern therefore the truth from error, 


3 


where they both appear under the ſame 


rn 


exterior habit, requires ſtronger efforts of 


kill and reſolution i in England and Ireland, 

1 ; than are neceſſary i in Spain or Portugal, 

3 vhere the inſolence and abſurdity of the 
Roman modes of worſhip ſtalk abroad in 
full day without diſguiſe, ſupported by the 
whole authority of the Civil power, and 

cConſecrated by the blind and unconſcious 


; devotion of a ſenſeleſs populace, habituated 

to ſlavery and chains, and only ſubject to 

the caſual criticiſm of ſome ſtraggling tra- 
eller, who is reduced to the unavailing 


ſatisfaction of e ſuch inſults on the 
Deity, 
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Deity, with all the circumſpection of cau- 
tious ſilence. 

But I find I have already filled up my 

paper perhaps I ſhall have occaſion to re- 


ſume the ſubject in future, and tell you 
my farther ſentiments on a concern of ſuch 
importance, begging to know how nearly 
they tally with your own ? Mean time, I 
remain, as always, &c. &c. 1 
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LETTER 18. 


Jul. 37 Mertola, 1778, 
DAR BROTHER, 


I DID not intend to trouble you with 
this before we had reached the city of 

| Beja, formerly one of the principal places 
in this province ; but the information we 
have collected from two of our country- 
men, in our journey through the Algarve, 
has furniſhed me with materials for an 
epiſtle or two before I proceed farther, 
according to your injunctions, which I am 
perfectly well diſpoſed to comply with; 
and I think it is particularly fortunate 
that we met with theſe two officers, for 
by their means we were at once initiated 
EC. 7 into 
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into the knowledge of the coil and mili- 
tary government of this country. 


The communicative diſpoſition of Hau- 8 
dricourt, the French valet ds chambre, ; 
has alſo enabled me to tell you who my 


companion Lord Freeman is, and on what 


buſineſs he comes to this country muſt. 


here add, that I find him of the moſt en- 


gaging and affable diſpoſition} humane, 


unaffected and fincere ; and am apprehen- 


five, that in character he poſſeſſes the man- 
ly and commendable qualities of your for- 
mer Engliſh Nobility, much rather than 
che frivolous and contemptible characte- 


riſtics by which the diſſipated and venal 


race of the preſent day is ſo remarkably 


diſtinguiſhed. Take ſome agcount of Lord 
Freeman as follows. 

He is the eldeſt ſon of a noble Seriiy in 
England, and heir to a large fortune, and 
at preſent a Captain i in the army, his regi - 
ment being i in Gibraltar: and in an excur- 


ſion 


—_ * 


26 SKETCHES OF 


ſion he had made the year before to Eng- 
land, to vary the uniformity of a Garriſon 
liſe, had accidentally there met a young 
Lady at a Summer Aſſembly on Blackheath 
/ near London, whoſe manner, appearance 
and deportment made inſtantly that ſort of 


” inexplicable impreſſion, which is to be felt 
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only once 1n lite, but not to be defined by 
words in any language ; for though then 
ill paſt the twenty-fifth year of his age, and 
| well acquainted both with men and books, 
by having Employer a very conſiderable 
+ ſhare of his time in travelling and ſtudy, in 


| j 3 che company of a ſenſible friend, yet this 

i 5 was the firſt moment he had felt any man- 

5 Il ner of attachment for the ſex, bey ond the 

| tranſient and deſultory guſts of paſſion to 
| which all young men are more or lels lia- 

| ble. He even danced with his fair one that 


evening, and by frequent viſits he after- 
wards paid her in London during his ſhort 

ſtay there, his regard for, and attachment 
SR ord ſs 0 
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to her became ſo much the more increaſed 


and confirmed, On her part, the young 
Lady, though excecdingly prudent and 
reſerved, was very far from being inſenh- 
ble of the many valuable qualifications ſhe 
thought ſhe obſerved in her Lover. Thus 
far, ſo pure, ſo genuine and diſintereſted 


was their mutual paſſion, and their con- 
verſation had been ſo totally taken up in 
more intereſting ſubjects, that neither of 
them had ſo much as thought of enquiring 


who each other was, nay not even their 


very Names, 

But now the moment approached when 
they muſt part, moſt probably for ſome 
conſiderable time, as Lord Freeman had 
Juſt been remanded to his regiment, with- 
out being able, after repeated applications 


at the War- office, to obtain a prolongation 
of his leave of abſence: they endeavoured, 


however, to conſole each other by now 


taking information of their reſpective fa- 


milies, 
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milies, circumſtances, and ſituations ; and 
ſettling a method of correſpondence, durifg 
an abſence which they hoped would not 


exceed fix or eight months; for the young 
Lady had received repeated advices from 
her parents abroad that they were to ſend 
for her within that time, when Lord Free- 
an, by obtaining ſome months leave for 
an excurſion from his garriſon, would have 
an opportunity of ſeeing her again, and of 
ultimately ſettling all the means of render- 


ing them both completely happy in the 


poſſeſſion of each other: and this brings 
me to give you ſome account of the young 
Lady's family. 9 


The caprice of F ate or Fortune is in no 


inſtance ſurely more viſible than in the 
deſtination of marriages, and in the ſtrange 
and whimſical manner after which the 
greateſt number of them is adjuſted and 


concluded ; and though the multitude of 


our ſentimental, novel and romance writers, 


and 
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and dealers in tender tales of love, aſſure 
us that marriages are made in Heaven, yet, 
certainly, a diſpaſſionate obſerver, who be- 
holds the general ſtate of human affairs, at 
leaſt on our part of the globe, through 
no other medium than the pure light of 
Reaſon, would be ſtrongly tempted to con- 
clude, they were almoſt all of them con- 
ducted and agreed upon in a very different 
and oppoſite quarter. 
Frances Mary Howard, aother of the 
young Lady mentioned above, and pretty 
nearly related to a very noble family in 
England, had at an early age been de- 
prived of both her parents, who, white 
they lived, had been ſcrupulouſly careful to 
have their daughter educated in all the 
dogmatical tenets of the Roman faith, ap- 
pointing for her tutors and guardians at 
their deceaſe, perſons of the ſame perſua- 
ion, with a fortune of twenty thouſand 
pounds at her own diſpoſal, as ſoon as ne 


came 
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came of age, provided ſhe married a Gen- 
tleman of the ſame religion, and only one 
thouſand pounds, if ſhe married one of 
any other. And this ſingular care of her 
parents was perfectly well leconded by her 


own natural diſpoſition; for when dhe ar- 


rived at the uſe of reaſon, and began to 


| | look about her in London and many parts 

| | which ſhe viſited of the adjacent country, 

| q Eo ſhe was extremely ſhocked to find her fa- 

| N vourite religion was ſo far from being the 
. 3 eſtabliſhed and prevailing religion of the 
Ii 4 land, that it was by no means permitted to 

1 diſplay itſelf in all that pomp and ſplen- 

1 dour, in which it appears in many coun- 

| 4 uies abroad, the deicriptons whereof con- 
j ſtantly rung in her cars from her infancy 

| | BY by her various attendants, who had been 

13 moſtly educated in thoſe countries, had 

| | ö quite captivated her, warm imagination, 

—_ and inflamed it with the moſt violent de- 
j "I fire of perſonally beholding ſcenes, which 

| : ** a i oh 
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in relation only appeared to her ſo delight- 
ful and tranſporting. 


Miſs Howard, therefore, ſoon after ſhe 


was of age, and had taken poſſeſſion of 
her ample fortune, reſolved to tranſport 
herſelf to ſome of thoſe countries where ſhe 
might enjoy the free and unconſtrained uſe 


of her own religicn, a privilege to which 


the meaneſt of mankind are juſtly entitled; 
but as England was at that time engaged in 
a war with France and Spain, it was with 
much more difficulty ſhe could take refuge 
in either, and eſpecially in the laſt, whither 
ſhe was moſt deſirous of retiring, on ac- 
count of the high character ſhe always 
heard of that gallant nation, and of its 


ſteady zeal in ſupport of the Catholic faith; 


which laſt motive alone was more than 


ſullicient to engage all her regard and at- 


tection. 


From this dilemma, however, ſhe was 


happily relieved by the interpoſition of the 
| Father 
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Father Confeſſor, who at that time attend 
ed her. Father Preſton, originally a native 
of the cold climate of North Britain, was 
however a morole, a gloomy, and a fiery 


bigot in the cauſe he had eſpouled ; t the 


little education he had received he got in 


the Engliſh College at Liſbon : and when 


Miſs Howard came to conſult him, with 


a view of taking his directions relative to 


her future intentions, he immediately ſaw 


the proper uſe he was to make of an in- 
cident he had it in his power to turn ſo 


much to his own advantage; but pretend- 


ed to the young Lady that, in a matter of 


ſuch conſequence, he could not take upon 


him to give her his opinion, without pre- | 

vious meditation, and imploring the Di- 

vine aſſiſtance. | 
Accordingly, next morning, he told her, 


he conſidered it as a lucky circumſtance, 
that ſhe was by the war prevented from 
going to Spain, as ſhe intended, when the 


door 
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door was now open to ſuch. an elegant re- 
treat, as the Court and City of Liſbon af- 
forded; that far from wiſhing to derogate 
from the advantageous opinion ſhe had 


juſtly formed of the Spaniſh nation, he 
was nevertheleſs compelled by the force of 
: truth to inform her, that their neighbours 
the Portugueſe yielded to them in nothing 


great or commenidable : that their uncom- 


mon prowels was evinced to the world, by 
their firſt conquering their own country 


from the Moors; and then defending it re- 


peatedly from the inroads and inſolence 


of the Spaniards, at all times ſo much their 
ſuperiors in numbers; that their feats in 


ſubduing the richeſt countries in Aſia, and 


in planting the Holy Standard of the Croſs 


in ſuch remote and wide extended regions, 


had never yet been equalled by any nation 
bf antient or modern times; and that he 


himſelf would bear witnels the preſent race 


was, in merit and virtue, by no means in- 
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ferior to their anceſtors, and particularly 
if her object was, as he believed, to behold 
the ſplendour of the pureſt and moſt divine 


ol all religions, and to participate in the ſa- 


cred myſteries adminiſtered with the utmoſt 


grandeur; in ſuch a caſe, even though ſhe 


had the offer of every fine city in Europe, 
he aſſured her, that Liſbon was the only 


one to which he could in conſcience adviſe 


her to direct her choice. 

Arguments of a leſs weighty nature, from 
ſuch a character, would have been more 
than ſufficient to determine Miſs Howard; 
and therefore, preparing kerſelf with all 
convenient ſpeed, and aſter lodging her mo- 


ney at a Banker's in ſuch a manner as to 


be able to draw for any part, or the whole 
of it from wherever ſhe ſhould chuſe to re- 


ide, ſhe ſet out for Falmouth with her 


Confeſſor and other proper attendants, and 
arrived at Liſbon after a fortnight's paſſage, 
the moſt of it tempeſtuous weather. She 
e Ops 3 
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was there very cordially received by all the 
perſons to whom ſhe brought recommenda- 
tory letters, and by them was introduced 
to moſt of the principal people of the city, 
natives as well as foreigners ; and, as ſoon 
as ſhe was ſettled in a proper habitation by 


the care of the good Father Preſton, was 


reſpectiully viſited by many perſons of con- 


dition and almoſt every Non of the Britiſh 


F actory. 

But now it was Doctor Preſton's turn to 
play his part, and execute the plan he had 
meditated in London. As ſoon as poſſible 


- he waited on his old Patroneſs the Marchi- 


oneſs of Pancorvo, who many years before 
had got him conveyed clandeſtinely, when 
a boy, from on board a Scotch trading veſ- 


ſel in the river, had educated him ſolely at 


her own expence, and, in due time, had 


him put in Prieſt's orders, and after being 
properly inſtructed in Liſbon, had him ſent 


back as a Miſhonary to his own country, 
D 2 where, 
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where, by the diſpoſal of his Superiors, he 


became known in the N——k& family, and 
vas judged a proper perſon to attend Miſs 
Howard. After great expreſſions of joy at 
meeting again, he proceeded to inform the 
Marchioneſs, that Providence, ever watch- 
ful over its faithful ſervants, had now fur- 
niſhed him with an opportunity of expreſ- 
fung his ſenſe of the many obligations he 
_ owed her, provided ſhe was diſpoſed to a- 
| gree to the propoſal he had to make to her. 
—He then entered into a detail of Miſs 
Howard's hiſtory, of ker ownturn and diſpo- 
ſition, and of her fortune, which was ſolely 
at her own diſpoſal, and concluded, by ex- 
prefling how beneficial he thou ght it would 
be to her family if a match were concluded 
between this young Lady and the young 
Viſcount her eldeſt lon, who was much 
about her own age. 
The Marchioneſs of Pancorvo quickly 
law the prodigious advantage ſuch a match 


would 
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would bring to ker family, and earneſtly 
and ſincerely thanked the reverend Father 
for ſuch a hint ; to improve which ſhe re- 
queſted the further continuance of his aſſiſt- 
ance, til] the marriage ſhould be effectuat- 
ed, enforcing her requeſt by promiſing to 
recommend him and his intereſts warmly 
to the reigning Queen and to her eldeſt 
daughter, with whom he well knew ſhe was 
a particular favourite, and who was the 
immediate ſucceſſor to the throne. The 
Marchioneſs loſt no time in coming to pay 
her reſpects to Miſs Howard, among ſeve- 
ral other Ladies of rank, who did her the 
lame honor; and, by the gentle Father's 
inſinuation, the Marchioneſs was among 


the firſt to whom that young Lady returned 
the viſit; and on that occaſion was received 
with extraordinary marks of attention and 


every diſplay of magnificence, which fa- 
mily pride could ſuggeſt, ſtimulated as it 


was by the hopes of obtaining tuch an ad- 
55 dition 
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dition of fortune to an eſtate fo much en- 
cumbered, and to a family fo much in 
want. The Marchioneſs entreated there 
might be no more ceremony uſed between 
them; ſheled Miſs Howard through almoſt 
every apartment of her extenſive palace, 
| ſhewed her her wardrobe and jewels, moſt 
of which had been borrowed for the occa- 
ſion, and uſhered her into a beautiful and 
ſpacious family chapel, where they both 
breathed out an cjaculatory prayer, and 
offered to do herſelf the honour of preſent- 
ing her tothe Queen and to the Princeſs of 
the Brazils whenever ſhe pleaſed. So that, 
though Miſs Howard had been perfectly 
well received wherever ſhe viſited, yet ſhe 
acknowledged the had been no where at- 
tended with ſuch ſingular marks of reſpect | 
and affection, and ſeemed very deſirous of 
cultivating an intimate acquaintance with 
the Marchioneſs of Pancorvo. 


Soon 
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Soon after this period Miſs Howard was 
preſented in form to the Royal family. 
The Princeſs of the Brazils ſeemed particu- 
larly fond of her, and aſſured her, ſhe 
thought herſelf much obliged to the Mar- 
chioneſs for procuring her the pleaſure of 
| her acquaintance, which ſhe wiſhed might 
be of long continuance, Briefly, through 
the aſſiduity of the Marchioneſs and the | 
addreſs of Father Preſton, the way was 
ſoon paved for a match between Mails 
Howard and the Viſcount of Baldiorra, the 
| Marchioneſs's eldeſt Son, the completeſt 
| booby imaginable, who conſented to it 
purely becauſe his mother defired him to 
do ſo. By the marriage articles it was ſti- 
pulated, that the Viſcount ſhould receive 
| the intereſt of the Lady's fortune, but that 
the capital ſhould be ſettled on herſelf 
alone, and afterwards deſcend to and be 
equally divided among all the female Iſſue 
of the marriage, whereof the only perſon 
D 4 nov 
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} now alive 1s the young Lady mentioned 
1 at the beginning of this epiſtle, whom her 
| | mother had ſent to England for her educa- 
4 e who is noy ſoon nen n 
4 5 at Liſbon. 
| | The above is the ſubſtance of the F rench- | 
| man's information ; ; the truth of which, 
1 however romantic it may appear to you, I 
| mall be able to verify on our arrival in Liſ- 
bon, as well as I hope to do by the inti- 
0 macy Iam getting into with Lord Freeman 
0 himſelf. 1 have inſenſibly drawn this to a 
| great length, and the Eſtaffete is juſt leavi wy 
1 His for apo. 
1 | L E T- 
[ 
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I. E 7 T E R W. 
Beja, 1778. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Tn E ſubject matter for correſpondence 
increaſes upon me ſo much faſter than 1 

expected, that, though my laſt was a long 
epiſtle, I know not but it may be ex- 
ceeded by the preſent. So different does 
the ſame country appear to travellers of 
difterent diſpoſitions, that, while one pro- 
ceeds through it without finding any thing 
to deſerve even a note, another ſhall find 
ample field for remarks and lucubration, 
as is my caſe at preſent; and I am now ] 
ſet down in a bad Inn, by the light of an 
oil lamp, to — you an account of our 


adven- 
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adventures, while my companions are faſt 
in the arms of Morpheus, for whom I yet 
feel no manner of propenſity. 
Lord Freeman, wiſhing to viſit every 
thing as a Philoſopher, who can give a ra- 
tional account of what he ſees, firſt ſent an 
old pedantic-looking Preceptor he had with 
him, and ſome other uſeleſs ſervants, from 
Faro direct to Liſbon, to wait his arrival 
there, and provided himſelf with mules, _ 
in ſome kitchen furniture, a Cook, and 


other neceſſaries for the journey, as he re- 
folved to travel on, or to ſtop, when and 


where it ſhould ſtrike his fancy; and thus | 


accoutred we ſet out for Tavira, accompa- 


nied by Colonel Bagot, after dining with 


the Brittſh Conſul at Faro, and travelled 


through a beautiful flat country, conſiſting 
moſtly of encloſed corn fields covered with 
_ almond trees, interſperſed with the St. 


John's bread tree, the pomegranate, the fig 


and the olive tree, with the ocean on our 


right, 
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right, and the Serra de Caldeirao at ſome 
diſtance on our left; about an hour after 
ſun-ſet, we arrived at Tavira, the Balſa 
of tormer times, ana on entering the town 
were met by the Fraternity of the Roſary, 
who were parading the ſtreets, and ſinging 
the Tergo“, preceded by an Image: of 
the Virgin, accompanied by wax tapers, 
and followed by a crowd of people in 
large brown cloaks ; we alighted and did 
our obeiſance to the Idol of the day, while 


* A third part of the Roſary, or Pſaltery, or Crown of the 
Virgin Mary; the complete Roſary conſiſts of 15 Pater Noſ- 
ters, and 150 Ave Marias, ten of the laſt to each of the firſt, 
ſo that the whole Roſary contains-1 5 parts or myſteries, 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt or the Virgin Mary; theſe are again 
divided into three parts or teręos; the firſt five are called the 
joyful myſteries, the ſecond five are called the dolorous myſte= 

ries, and the laſt are called the glorious myſteries: In ſinging 
or repeating often, all, or a part of this Crown of the Virgin, 


in hearing Maſs, which is always ſaid in a language the peo- 
ple do not underſtand, and in obſerving the faſts and feſtivals 
of the Church, conſiſts the mot eſſential religious duty of a 
Forty ous or Spaniſh Catholic, 


the 
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the Proceſſion paſſed, and then accompa- 
nied Colonel Bagot, whoſe duty it was, as 


a military man, to wait upon the Viceroy 
or Governor of the Province, whoſe pa- 


lace ſtood ona riſing ground, immediately 
above the town. 


In about three quarters of an hour after 


we were announced, we were uſhered into 
an apartment where his ſupercilious Ex- 
_ cellency the Armador Mor“, ſeated under 


a canopy in a chair of ſlate, with ſome 


' tools or tabourets before him, beckoned 
to us (after making him our bows) to be 
ſeated—an honor conferred on us in con- 
ſideration of being foreigners, which the 


natives would not be indulged with. 
After the firſl . and ſome 


ſooliſh queſtions, which his Excellency put 


* An honorary employment of the Court, like that 
of Maſter of the Horſe, Gentleman Uſher, &c. It is the 


Nobleman, who, when the King is kunting, preſents him 


the Piece, ready loaded and cocked, to ſhoot the Game. 
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to us, we were very happy to take our 
leaves of him and adjourn to ſupper, which 
together with clean beds, Colonel Bagot 
had provided for us at a friend's houſe. 
During ſupper, the converſation turned 
upon the Viceroy and his ſituation there: 
Bagot informed us that he was a relation of 
the late Miniſter the Marquis of Pombal ; ; 
that he had been ſent by him there, on pur- 
poſe to get a ſubſiſtence he could find no 
where elle, for that his eſtate was in the 
hands of creditors, and he had no other 
viſible means of ſupporting his ſlate ol. 
Viceroy than the milerable appointments 
of a Lieutenant Colonel of Infantry. Lord 
Freeman then enquired how he could ſup- 
port all the parade of attendants we had 
ſeen about his houſe ? Bagot anſwered his 
| Lordſhip, by ſaying, he ſuppoſed he had 
| heard how, in ſome parts of Africa, the in- 
habitants worſhip the Devil, and make him 
preſents, not that they expect any benefits 
Eo 1 from 
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from him, but purely to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with him, fo far as to prevent him 
from doing them a miſchief. In like man- 
ner, ſaid he, every perſon of any authority 
in this province, civil, military, or eccleſi- 
aſtic, who regards his own preſervation, 
and more particularly, whoever wiſhes for 
any favour from the Viceroy, is under the 
neceſſity of plying him with preſents and 
donations, to ſecure his favour, and his 
: good report of them to the Miniſter ; and 
it is the multiplicity of theſe bribes which 
conſtitutes a real income, and ſupports him 
in his grandeur : though, ſince the late 
King's death, we have been looking for 
ſome new favourite to be ſent in his place. 
Lord Freeman obſerved, that from what 
he had ſeen, the Governor appeared be 
thy, diſtant, and ſupercilious. Mr. Bagot 
aſſured him, that from the univerſal want 
of education in the country, the very beſt 
of chem were from neceſſity compelled to 


be 


= jt . 
—_— % n+ ONS : 1 — n 8 F 
1 — — —— T NN „ee ö 


2 
55 


1 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 47 


be ſo; for were people in power (ſaid he) 


to admit the generality of their country- 


men to that ſort of familiarity, which every 


Gentleman almoſt any where elfe has a 


right to expect from another, they would 
quickly loſe the authority and reſpect due 
to their ſtation; and it is natural for a 


Portugueſe, when once treated only with 
common attention, immediately to preſume 


upon it, and he knows not where to ſtop: | 


ſo that no man m authority here can treat 
with his countrymen otherwiſe than by 


conſtantly holding out the rod of power 
and authority in fight, ſo as to remind them 


of their diſtance. And with regard to 


their intercourſe with foreign Gentlemen 
or Officers, they happen to fall in compa- 
ny with, it behoves them to be extremely 


on the reſerve, at leaſt, till they become ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſition and qualities 


of the perſons they deal with, becauſe, con- 
ſcious of their own total ignorance in al- 
moſt 
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moſt every thing to be ſpoken of, they are 
ſenſible a very ue converſation would 
_ diſcover it, and inſure to them the contempt 
they deſerve ; ſo that the only method of 
ſupporting the appearance of a character 
zs to have as little connexion with foreign- 

ers as poſſible: for the truth of this I will 

moſt willingly refer myſelf (ſaid Bagot) to 
your Lordſhip's own experience, after you 
are better acquainted with the country, 
Here however I remarked to him, that, 
by the converſation in ſome companies, 
where we were preſent at Faro, the Vice- 
roy was eſteemed a man of learning. The 
Colonel affured me that he was reckoned 
in that country, and eſpecially for a No- 
bleman, a prodigy of learning —ſaid, that 
he was looked up to by the Biſhop, the Dig- 
nitaries of the Church, and by all the 
learned Fryars in the Algarve, as a per. 
fon of the firſt er rudition ; and as ſuch they 
are conſtantly puffing him off i in fulſome 
panegyries, 
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panegyrics, to himſelf and to every body 
elle who they may reaſonably expect will 
report to him what they ſay. But exa- | 
mine his Library, Gentlemen, (ſaid Bagot) 
and if you find above three military books 
in his collection, or any v other worth open- 
ing—lI beg pardon—except the Bible, of 
| which he ſhewed me a copy in Engliſh, 

a language he does not underſtand. 

On Mr. Bagot's mentioning the Bible, — 
the young Prieſt expreſſed a great deſire 
ol reading it, ſaying it was a book he had — 
never yet ſeen! Lord Freeman ſtared at 


the young fellow, and then turning to Co- 
lonel Bagot, begged of him to inform him 
then of what books the Viceroy s Library 
conſiſted? The Colonel ſaid, it would be 
no ealy taſk for him to recapitulate its 
contents ; ; but that he had ſeen there a 

great man volumes of old Spaniſh Plays, 8 
Tales, e and Sacramental Acts bear 
without number; the Lives of a vaſt num- 207 
ber of Saints, antient and modern, male . 


Vor. I. „ and 
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and female; above a hundred volumes in 
folio of the Acta Sanctorum alone, in La- 
tin; the Myſtical City of God, or the Life 
of che Virgin Mary, by Mary of Agreda; 
the Life and Works of Saint Thereſa de 
Jeſus, with the Hiſtory of the Order 
of che Carmelites, in fifty large vo- 
lumes; the Hiſtory of the Foundation 
of che Carthuſians, by St. Bruno: and in 
general of all the other religious inſtitu- 
tions; among which that of the Jeſuits | 
- makes a great figure: and notwithſtand- 
in g his patron the Marquis of Pombal's 
deteſtation of that Order, in the Viceroy's 
Library were 10 be found the Annals of 
Baronius, the Works of Bellarmine, of 
Henry Henriques, of Francis of Toledo, 
of John de Salas, of Francis Soares, of 
Gregory of Valentia, of the chaſte Thomas 
Sanchez, of Paul Layman, of Ferdinand 
de Caſtro Palad, of Anthony de Eſcobar, 
of Simon de Leſſau, of Thomas Tambou- 
rin, Of. John de Le of Mathew de Moya, 
John 
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John de Cardenas, of F athers Cabreſpin, 
Daniel, Buſembaum, la Croix, Richard 
Archdeacon, of Francis Xavier F egelli, of 
Joſeph Gravina—Here Lord Freeman 
_ thanked the Colonel for his information, 
ſaying, he could now form ſome idea of 

ſuch a collection; after which we all re- 
tired to reſt. 
The next morning we were up'betimes, 
and, after drinking a diſh of chocolate, ſet 
forward for Caſtro· Marin, four leagues diſ- 
tant, and whither Colonel Bagot had de- 
ſpatched a note the evening before to Mr. 
Gaynor, his Captain of Grenadiers, on de- 
tachment there, adviſing him we would 
| breakfaſt with him the next forenoon. On 
the road Lord Freeman continued to ad- 
mire the fine country, with the diſtant hills 
on our left, which protected the almond 
and the orange trees from the Northern 
blaſt ; but could not help lamenting to ſee 
ſuch a broad and extenſive morals "mw 
. the 
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the ſea-ſhore on our right, lying totally 
uncultivated, and which with a very few 
drains cut acroſs it, might be converted; 
into the richeſt ſoil imaginable. 
About ten o'clock we arrived at Captain 
Gaynor's quarters, where we found break- 
faſt ready, which was very acceptable af- 
ter riding about fifteen Engliſh miles upon 
very indifferent cattle. You muſt know 
Gaynor is a countryman of our own ; and- 
Lord Freeman declared he found verified in 
his perſon, and in the hoſpitable manner 
after which he received us, every thing ad- 
| vantageous and commendable for which 
his countrymen are ſo remarkable where- 
ever they are to be met with. After break- 


faſt I propoſed walking to the new town. 
of St. Antonio de Arenilha, we had heard 

fo much of at Faro, and which Lord Free- 

man was very deſirous to ſee ; but Gaynor 
could not be brought to conſent that we 
ſhould ag his quarters, without firſt pro- 
miſing. 
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miſing him our company again at dinner, 
which we did. 


The new town of St. Antonia. 18 beauti- | 
fully ſituated, upon the banks of the noble 


river of the Guadiana, very nearly oppo- . 


ſite to the city of Ayamonte, in the Spaniſh 
Eſtremadura, and half a league below the 
town of Caſtro-Marin, and about as, far 
within the bar at the mouth of the river, 
with plenty of deep water and room for 
ſhipping; an extenſive and commodious 
quay, with a ſpacious landing-place, and 


fairs before the new Cuſtom-houſe, Which 
is a handſome building. The houſes of F 


the town are all built regularly uniform on 
one plan, with a neatneſs to be ſeen (as I 
am informed) no where elſe in Portugal, 

Liſbon only excepted : the ſtreets are well 


paved, built by. the line, and croſs each 


other at right angles, dividing the town 
into equal quarters. Two large Inns are 


built for the accommodation of travellers, 


VVT 
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and a neat ſquare occupies the centre of 


the town. On one ſide of this ſquare there 


is a new church, and on the oppoſite fide 


ſtand the 'Town-houſe and other neat 


buildings; and in the centre a large marble 


fountain, which is conſtantly ſupplied by a 


Jet deau, throwing up the water to a con- 


fiderable height, and conveying the idea 
of coolnels and refreſhment, particularly 
agreeable in this ſultry climate. 

Such was this new creation of the late 


Miniſter, which by its appearance at a diſ- 


1 


of Portugal, excepting Latbon and Oporto. | 


tance raiſed our curioſity ; but on coming 


into it there was not a llving ſoul to be 


ſeen 1 in the ſtreets, nor even in the town, if 


we except the Juiz de fora* and a Ser- 
jeant's guard daily relieved from Caſtro- 


Marin. 


Lord Freeman n praiſed the ſituation but 


begged to know for what W it was 


*The chief Civil Magi rate of all we Cities ind Towny | 


built, 
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built, and where the inhabitants were ? 
Colonel Bagot ſaid, it was a ſtanding mo- 


nument of the Marquis of Pombal's perti- 
nacious obſtinacy and vanity together: that 
he had built it to encourage the pilchard 


fiſhery, which, if properly attended to, 
might be turned to very great account up- 


on this coaſt. At the ſame time his vanity 


prompted him to raiſe a new town in ſight 
of his rivals and neighbours, without con- 


ſidering how improper the ſituation was 


for the real purpoſe it was intended to an- 
ſwer. On the road this morning (ſaid Ba- 


got) I made you remark a high ground 
covered with fiſhermen's huts, which, in 
the manner of a {mall head, runs out into 


che ſea, near two leagues Welt from the 
mouth of this river. At this pace, called 


Monte-Gordo, the ſhore conſiſts of a length 


of bold beach, covered with pebbles, and 
exceedingly proper for the fiſhermen's 
drawing their pilchard nets on ſhore, where 
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they immediately cured the pilchards and 
prepared them for exportation; and there 
undoubtedly was the true place for this 


town: but the old Marquis 8 pride, a and diſ- 
like of the Caſtilians, were gratified by 


raiſing a fine looking new town oppoſite 


to one of theirs, and which gave him the 


command of the river and i Its trade. This 
was the firſt idea which miſled him, and 


he was unluckily confirmed i in it by the 
crowd of ſycophants and flatterers about 
him, whoſe only ſtudy 1 it was to ſooth has 
vanity, the better to obtain their own pur- 


poles, till he had gone toO far to recede ; 
yet ſome .hints and murmurs, concerning 


the impropriety of the preſent ſituation, 
made theis way to him; and he ordered a 


worthy old Dezembargador, or Judge, to 
go to the two places, and, alter carefully 
examining both, report to him, according 
to his conſcience and the reality of his ſen- 


timents, which of che two ftuationg he 


"Joes 
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judged the propereſt for the parpaſs. f | 


the pilchard fiſhery. 
The conſcientious Judge, 3 hs 


in his report gave it entirely againſt the | 


ſite Where the town now ſtands ; adducing, 


beſides many unanſwerable arguments, the 
abſurdity and ruin of being obliged to put 


the pilchard, which is a delicate fiſh, again 
into the boats, after the nets are drawn on 
{hore and emptied at Monte-Gordo, as 


they neceſſarily muſt be; the bringing them 
about into the River and up to the new 
town, to be there handled again and taken 
on ſhore to be cured; by which means the 


pilchards were entirely converted into a 


jelly, and loſt the beſt part of their ſub- 
| ſtance and value—alh which would have 
been avoided by building the town at 
Monte-Gordo. The impartial Judge, for 


this report, was ſeized and clapped into a 
dungeon. The building of the town went 
on with vivacity, not a murmur being af- 


terwards 
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terwards heard againſt it; the fiſhermen at 
| Monte-Gordo were ordered to leave their 


huts, with their families and boats, to in- 


Z habit the new town. They obeyed the 
firſt part of the precept ; but, inſtead of 
coming to the place to which they were 


directed, they paſſed to a man over to 
Spain! where they remained till the late 


EKing's death, and then returned yo to 


their old habitations. 


— 


Here Lord Freeman very pröpen def. 


canted upon that ruinous ſpirit of deſpo- 


tiſm, of which he ſaw ſuch evident and 
glaring effects. He farther remarked, that 
it was a project ruinous to the ſtate, on 
which there had been a vaſt expenditure 


of the King's money, to no ſort of purpoſe. 
Colonel Bagot begged leave to fet him 


right on that point, aſſuring him it had not 


colt the King a farthing; and herein (ſaid 


he) is another inſtance of the ruinous con- 


ſequences of uncontrouled authority lodged 


in 
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in the hands of a ſingle Deſpot; for the 
Miniſter, through his Viceroy here, having 
obtained a circumſtantial account of every 
man of property in the whole province, 
directed the ſame Viceroy to call each of 
them into his preſence, and to inform him 
that his Majeſty had formed the deſign of 
building a new town, with a view of en- 
couraging the trade and fiſheries on the 
coaſt of Algarve, and would eſteem it high- 
ly if he contributed for that purpoſe, by 
building ſuch a houſe or houſes as ſuited 
his circumſtances. An infinuation of this 
ſort from the King being here univerſally 
conſidered as a command, and the Vice- 
roy having the different terms of agree- 
ment ready drawn out for ſigning, each 
perſon was thus brought in to ſign a deed 
or bond, by which he obliged himſelf, 
within a ſtipulated time, to raiſe a building 
of ſuch a deſcription upon the ſpot aſſigned 
him; and the town thus roſe ſuddenly ; 
| though 
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though it would never have anſwered the 
Miniſter's intention, had he continued in 
the government; and having been a ſcheme 
of his, without reſpect to any other conſi- 
deration, is now totally abandoned, and 
the different people's money thrown away, 
It is now very late, and I muſt break off 
for the preſent, though I have enough to 
fill another letter concerning the nen WE 
met in Algarve. Adieu. 


\ 
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* * , 
Beja, 1778. 


DAR BROTHER, 


My laſt, if I miſtake not, has furniſhed 
you with an irrefragable proof, that it is 
a period of peculiar danger to the well- 
being of any ſtate, when the whole acting 
and executive power is excluſively lodged 
in the hands of a ſingle man, however great 
and extenſive his talents may be: and the 
Marquis of Pombal's moſt ſervile flatterers 
will certainly never preſume to aſſert, that 
he was that univerſal genius in the art of 
government he was willing to have paſſed 
for; and it is unqueſtionably a ſoleciſm in 
government, and the moſt dangerous of all 

pirecedents,. 
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precedents, that in a community profeſſed- 
ly formed and regulated by eſtabliſhed laws, 
any individual ſhould ariſe under the cha- 


rater of Prime Miniſter, or any other 
_ whatever, and ſubſtitute in their place any 
other temporary rule or order, which ſhall 
| beſt ſuit his own private caprice, or anſwer a 

particular purpoſe ; yet this I find always 
| Has been, and ſtill continues to be the caſe 
in the government of this country. This 
letter will preſent you with ſomething no 


leſs extraordinary of another kind, the 


| knowledge of which, as you will ſee, came 
incidentally in our wav. 


We returned to Caſtr o- Marin both 3 


gry and fatigued with the heat, after walk- 


ing ſo much, and found a very comfort- 
able dinner provided for us by Captain 
Gaynor; after which, while the cheerful 


glaſs of Spaniſh wine was circulating, the 
Captain took a memorial out of his pocket 


and preſented it to his Colonel, telling him 
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the Major of the Regiment had remitted it 
to him, requeſting him to deliver it, accom- 
panied with all his intereſt, to the end that 
the Colonel might give it all the protection 
in his power, towards obtaining what was 
therein requeſted, though to be ſure (added 
Captain Gaynor) the Major knows very 
well, and you know too, Colonel, that I 
would ſooner be hanged, than intereſt my 
ſelf in ſuch a fooliſh piece of buſineſs. 
Mr. Bagot juſt caſt his eye overthememo- 
rial, and then returning it to the Captain, 
told him he might write a congratulatory 
letter to the Major, for that the Viceroy 
had informed him at Tavira, he had juſt 
received her Majeſty's commands to have 
the petitioner entered as aggregate Major © 


* The ſame as in France, any Officer, a la Suite d'un 
Regiment: It is an Officer or Officers of any rank, ap- 
pointed to, and paid in a Regiment, taking their tour of : 
general duty in the ſame, but not attached t to any particular, 
Company, 


upon 
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upon the Regiſter-book of the Regiment, 
and to receive his appointments in the fame 


felt himſelf ſtrongly prejudiced in Gaynor's 
| favour, by the undeſigning ſimplicity and 
frankneſs of his character and behaviour; 
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redden up on the information his Colonel 5 
gave him, his eyes ſparkled with rage, and 


good will and unreſervedneſs ſo remarkable 
thouſand imprecations on the perſon WhO 


had been promoted before him; and on 
the knaves and idiots who had adviſed her 


| Captain's rage had no effect, and raiſed our 
curioſity the more to know the cauſe of it. 
The Captain ſwore he would go that mo- 


eretary of War, and at the ſame time re- 
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accordingly. Lord Freeman, who already 


was a little ſurpriſed, when he ſaw him 
he began to fwear, with all that hearty 


in many of his countrymen, uttering a 


Majeſty to commit ſuch an abſurdity : Co- 
lonel Bagot's endeavours to allwage the 


ment and write a letter of abuſe to the Se- 


 fign 
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ſign his commiſſion, for that none {ſaid he) 
dut the moſt contemptible of wretches eould 
chink of remaining in ſuch a deſpicable ſer- 
vice. On ſaying this, he roſe and left us, 
begging the young Prieſt, John Carlos; who | 
ſeemed quite aſtoniſhed at his behaviour to 
come and draw up aà letter for him; and 
| + thanked God he had not the art of ory 
in ſuch a pitiful language, 0 1 097 . 

As ſoon as Gaynor retired, Lord Freeman 
was deſirous to know the cauſe of that ſud - 
den diſguſt he had expreſſed upon the in- 
formation he had received; but Mr. Bagot 
ſeeming not much diſpoſed to ſatisfy his 
curioſity, told him it was a long detail, 
many of the circumſtances of which might 
indeed be new to' his Lordſhip, yet others 
would appear both incredible and ritlicu- 
lousz and as ſome of them would ſerve alſo 
to repreſent their preſent ſituation in chat 
ſervice in a diſagreeable, and even a humi- 

lating light, (although by no fault of theirs) 
he 185 his Lordſhip would have the com- 
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plaiſance to Ae with his entering 


into it. 
Lord Freeman very politely which) that 


be was the fartheſt from wiſhing to impoſe 
any diſagreeable taſk on Colonel Bagot, 
that his determination to take a tour through 
this country did not proceed from the ex- 
pectation of meeting with any productions 
either of nature or art equal to what he had 


already ſeen in many others, but rather 


from the deſire of ſeeing the political 

1 ſtrength and ſituation of Portugal, with re- 
Tpett to ĩts jealous and powerful neighbour, 
and particularly, as a military man, to in- 
form himſelf of the ſtate of the army, which 
he had been taught to believe was upon a 
reſpectable footing ever ſince it had been 


regulated by the late. Count la Lippe, of 


whom he had heard ſo much as à great 
military genius That he hoped Mr. Bagot 
would do him the juſtice to beiieve, he al- 

| ways made it an eſſential point to diſtin- 
guiſh whether diſagreeable circumſtances in 


4 
-- 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 6 


any perſon's fituation had been produced 


by miſcondu& in that perſon, or by ſuch 
accidents as he could neither foreſee, nor 


prevent ; that as, in the firſt cafe, he could 


not help i imputing blame where due, ſo the 
ſecond never failed producin g in him every 
ſentiment of condolence, ſympathy and 


friendſhip; more particularly, when he ſaw 


a brother officer in ſuch a ſituation: that 
his expectation of gaining information in 


the very line he chiefly wiſhed for it, had 


been already very much exceeded by that 


which in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time the Colo- . 


nel had already favoured him with, in re- 


gard to the ſtate of that part of the country 


they were then in, and for which he re- 
turned him his ſincere and hearty thanks, 
confeſſing, frankly, at the ſame time, that 


the ſingular ſatisfaction he received from 


theColonel's converſation on other ſubjects, 
had only the more whetted his deſire of 


learning ſomething authentic alſo concern- 


F 2 Captain 


ing the preſent ſtate of the army and of 
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Captain Gaynor 8 ſituation; which he na- 
aan judged to he neprly eqmpeSied "ih 
Mt. | 
10 95 8 dahin with, Lord Fr ree- 
1 mans requeſt, after ſuch: a declaration, 
would have been next to impoſſible, had 
Colonel Bagot been leſs diſpoſed to indulge 
him than he really was; he therefore aſſur- 
ed his Lordſhip, chat he was happy in be- 
ing able to give him every information in 
his power, and proceeded as follows : 
_ © This poor fellow, Gaynor, 1 is the wor- 
thieſt creature alive, and ſo full of upright- 
nels and honeſty, that theſe virtues, which 
ſeem inherent in him, in ſuch a manner that 
he cannot diveſt himſelf of them for a mo- 
ment, have literally been his ruin in this 
ſervice: he is as intrepid as Hector, at che 
{ame time that he is as meek and tractable 
as a lamb; but unfortunately,” he cannot 
put up with the ſmalleſt appearance of dil- 
ingenuity or diſſimulation, and i is _ 
Incas 
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incapable of that ſhare of prudence in deal- 
ing with people of different manners and 
nations, which is perfectly compatible with 
the character of a man of probity and ho- 
nor every where; he revolts at the ſmalleſt . 
departure from the rules of propriety and 
truth, in ſuch a manner that he cannot help 
by ſome exterior act or geſture expreſſing 
his diſpleaſure and diſguſt ; and, as he 


hardly meets in this country with any thing 


but duplicity and deceit, it is no wonder 
the natives here ſhould look upon him as a 
rude, ſurly, diſſatisfied being; and even 
thoſe of the beſt rank who are acquainted 


with him, not diſtinguiſhing his real cha- 


ratter, conſider him as an Engliſh ſavage, 
totally void of manners and good breeding: 


add to this, that there are few of the Por- 


tugueſe Officers of any conſequence, eſpe- 
cially among the Nobility, wich whom 
Gaynor is acquainted, whom he has not 
found occaſion to invite fo private meet- 
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times in the Phoenix Park, near Dublin, 
without having met with one, who choſe to 
5 accept of his appointments. Thus hei is ei- 
ther feared or diſliked by all of them; and 
the repeated unfavourable reports of him 
whiſpered at Court, have too effettually 
hurt him in the opinion of the preſent 


ters. 
and had ſerved with credit in Germany 
and America, but came here only as Enſign 
above-mentioned period; and when our 
General, the Count la Lippe, at the con- 


by his new regulations, Gaynor, rather than 


of a Lieutenancy in the ſame Regiment, 
to which I was then appointed Major; and 
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ings ſimilar to thoſe which happen ſome- 


Queen, and of her weak and fooliſh Mini- 


"0 Gaynor was a ebay old ſoldier in 1762, 


in one of two new raiſed Iriſh Regiments, 
which were ſent here from England, at the 


cluſion of that war, formed the army here 


go home to ſtarve on half-pay, accepted 


notw ith- 
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_ notwithſtanding his having been ſtrongly 
recommended to the Miniſter by Count la 
Lippe: when he left this country, Gaynor. 
languiſhed for ſeveral years after in the 
rank of a ſubaltern, the Miniſtep not caring, 
of his own proper motion, to promote W 
man become ſo obnox1ous to a great part 


of the young . Nobility, and hinting as 


much to me in a converſation I had with 
him in 1772, when he appointed me.to the 


Regiment I now command. I, on that oc- 


caſion, begged. to know if my propoling 
Gaynor for my Captain of Grenadiers 

' would be agreeable to him? to which he 
anſwered, he would be very happy to ſee 
that active man promoted, and which by my 
intervention was then accordingly done; 


and without ſuch an incident, would' pro- 


bably never have happened. I ſoon after 
propoſed him for Aggregate Major to my 
Regiment, and have continued doing ſo to 
the preſent Miniſtry, and the Secretary of . 
T4  -.. 
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War has actually promiſed me, and to Gays 


nor himſelf, in the Queen's name, that he 


ſhould have that commiſſion, which how- 


ever I never expected for him; and he is. 
now alſo undeceived, by ſeeing that other 
perſon promoted before him. Lord Free- 
man defired to know who was the other 
perſon whoſe promotion had given the 


Captain ſo much affence? Bagot replied, 
“This, my Lord, 18 what will place us in 


A ludicrous and contemptible light; but, 


Sir, it is the misfortune of our fitua- 
tn et our fault. Knowing it to be 
a. part of my duty, I make the Regiment. 
I command here, attend on the religt- 


ous ordinances eſtabliſned in this country, 
with the ſame exactneſs I ſhould make 
them go to church in England, had I 


the honor of commanding Engliſh ſoldiers 
there. I am, perhaps, even more ſcrupu- 
louſly punctual i in this matter, than many 
of their own Colonels are, on purpoſe to 


antici- 
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anticipate every fuſpicion they may enter- 
tain, of any difference in my own' private 
opinion having the ſmalleſt influence on 
my duty as an officer in their ſervice: for 
this reaſon, I readily coincided with a prac- 
tice. univerſally eſtabliſned in all the Regi- 
ments of this ſervice, though I look upon 
it as in the laſt degree ridiculous. You are 
too well acquainted, my Lord, with Catho- 
lic countries, not to know that there is 
not a kingdom, a province, a town, a pa- 
rilh, nor even an individual, eſpecially in 
Spain and this country, who has not each 
his tutelar Saint, Angel, or Guardian, to 
whom he recommends himſelf and his con- 
cerns, very much reſembling, and moſt 
probably copied: from the Lares and Di 
penates of the antient Romans. Accord- 
ingly, there is not a Regiment here which 
has not long ago put itſelf under the pro- 5 
tection of ſome particular Saint, as their 
devotion or attachments diftate to them: 
and 
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and when this Regiment I now command 
was firſt formed, about a hundred years 
ago, it took St. Anthony of Liſbon for 


its patron and protector, who, ſoon after, 


received a Captain's commiſſion in the 
ſame, and has received the appointments 
regularly ever ſince! which are employed, 


as well as two-pence per month, paid by 


every individual of the Regiment, in ſay- 


ing a ſtated number of Maſſes for the ſouls 
of all thoſe of it who die — in celebratin g 


the feſtival of the Saint—in ſupportin g the 
Chaplains—adorning the Chapel, and de- 


fraying other incidental charges, under the 


inſpection of an officer the Regiment ap- 
| points for that purpole—and this poſt of 
Superintendent for St. Anthony, the Major 


of our Regiment, who is a Nobleman 


(fidalgo) and a blockhead, has occupied 


with great zeal and devotion for ſome years 


paſt, and has never fince ceaſed teaſ- 


in 8 the Court with memorials and certifi- 
cates 
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cates of ſervices in favour of St. Anthony, 


his waſte paper, declaring, it was only ano- 


much more money per month, to be em- 


have promoted St. Anthony for the encou- 
ragement of ſuperſtition, and moſt likely 
for the diſcouragement of poor Gaynor : 


purpoſe to diſguſt Britiſh Officers, ſince the 
inclined to put it down to the ſame ac- 


count. Lord Freeman requeſted to know, 
what was the nature of the ſervices St. 


chat he might be promoted to the rank of 
Aggregate Major in the Regment. The 
late Miniſter always laughed heartily at 


| ſuch memorials, and threw. them among 
ther method of robbing the King of ſo 
ployed in ſupporting idle Prieſts, proceſ- 
ſions and ſuperſtitions. But, we have now 


ſeen that our pious Queen and her Miniſters 
have taken the affair in a ſerious light, and 


at leaſt, this trait reſembles ſo many others 
which I know to have been practiſed, on 


| Queens acceſſion, that I am exceedingly 


Anthony 
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Anthony had performed in the Regiment, 

on the merits whereof any argument for his ; 

farther promotion could be founded? 
Colonel Bagot took from his pocket a 
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. bundle of papers folded together, which, 
| . when he had untied and ſpread out, con- 
4 ſiſted of above fifty certificates, ſigned by 


different perſons of the Regiment. Theſe - 
| certificates were ſtitched together, like a 
2, pamphlet in folio, and were ſtuffed with 
—_. the dulleſt impertinencies of miracles which 
St. Anthony had performed at the requeſts 
of theſe perſons He had reſtored a very 
favourite lap-dog to the Majors Lady, 
which had been ſtolen from her, and which 
ſhe had deſpaired of ever ſeeing again, til! 
her Father Director adviſed her to impor- 
tune St. Anthony, which ſhe had not done 
for above two days, when the dog was 
brought back to her! He alſo ſaved a poor 
older who called upon him when drown- | 
ng, as he palſed : a deep river, by miracu- 
louſly 
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louſly throwing a rope in his way!, Ano- 
ther had recovered from the ſmall- pox, 


by thinking on St, Anthony, and this after 
the rattle was in his throat, and her had 


been given over by the Surgeon Major of 


the Regiment! In ſhort, another certificate 
related, that a drummer of the Regiment, 


named John, or Joao Ivo Alegre, hing in 


bed with his wife, and their child fleeping 
between chem, when he waked-in the morn- 
ing found a large ſnake (which had erept 
in under the door of their hut) in hed with 
them, ſucking his wife's breaſt, Vhile ſhe 


was faſt alleep, With its tail in he mouth 
of the child; who was ſucking it very ebn - 
tentedly: at ſight of ſuch an extraordinary 


appearance, the drummer immediate) in- 
vokedSt. Anthony; who inſpiredihim with 
_ preſence. of mind and courage; ſufficient to 
| ſeize at once the) head and tail. of the Jer: 
pent, by this time [overloafled with: the 
8 as of milla he had fucked ;:and fet- 
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j wn ting a foot upon each, ſecured him from 
1 doing them any miſchief, till with his hang- 
14 


| | EY er, which lay at his bed's head, he cut off 


ö ; the animal's head, and mangled it ſo as to 
4 | | prevent it from hurting them. Thus the 
1 ; Es man, wife and child had a miraculous 
| Fi elcape! 

4 Amidſt ſuch a  multifarious collection of 


crude abſurdities, Mr. Bagot told Lord 

Freeman he would not take up any more of 

his time, than by reading to him the Majors 

own certificate, which ſerved as a crown 

and confirmation to all the others, and to 

eſtabliſh St. Anthony's character as a man 

of honor and a good ſoldier; and, as ſuch, 
recommending him to her Majeſty, as a 

perſon every way deſerving her Royal at- 

/ tention, in what regards his promotion in 
4 tte army. This certificate was drawn out 

e in a fine hand, and ſealed at bottom with 

an enormous large ſeal of the Major arms. 
1 . information, 1 ſubjoin here a 5 
| 1 . 1 tranflation 
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tranſlation of the certificate Colonel Bagot 
read to us, which I obtained as a piece too 
precious to be loſt, or overlooked. It is as 
near as the idioms of the two languages 
will permit, which in ſuch formal deeds 
and writings are conſiderably different; 
but in its manner and form exactly reſem- 
bles all thoſe paſſed in this country, which, 
as well as in Spain, are numberleſs, no man- 
ner of publick buſineſs, lawſuits, &c. &e: 
being carried on vithout them, as thoſe 
who are at all acquainted with the language 
and cuſtoms of Portugal can readily atteſt. 
The tranſlation runs as follows: | 
* Don Hercules Antonio Carlos Luis 
* Joſeph Maria de Albuquerque e Araujo 
de Magalhaens Homem, Nobleman of 
her Majeſty's Houſehold, Knight of the 
«* ſacred Order of St. John of Jeruſalem, 
* and of the moſt illuſtrious military Order 
of Chriſt, Lord of the Diſtricts and Towns 
of Moncarapacho and Terragudo, here- 
e I ditary 
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« ditary Alcaide Mor of the City of Faro, 

* and Major of the Regiment of Infantry 

& of the City of Lagos, im this Kingdom of 
Algarve, for her Moſt Faithful Majeſty, 

e whom God long preſerve, &c. &c. &c. 
I atteſt and certify, to all who ſhall ſee 


_ © theſe preſents, written out by my com- 


* mand, and ſigned at the bottom with my 
„ fign manual, with the broad ſeal of my 
Arms, cloſe by my ſaid -ignature and a 
little to the left of it, that the Lord St. i 
* Anthony, otherwiſe the great St. Antho- 
te ny of Liſbon, (commonly and falſely 
« called of Padua) has been enliſted, and 
* had a place in this Regiment, ever ſince 

« the 24th of January, of the year of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1668, as will appear 
more particularly below : J farther atteſt, 
that the filty- nine within certificates, 
6 numbered from unity up to the number 
59, and with the cypher of my name fet 
" cloſe by each number, do contain and 

N | * comprehend 


* 
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& comprehend a true and faithful relation 
* of the miracles and other eminent ſervices 
« the ſaid St. Anthony has, at different 
« times, rendered to and performed in this 
cr * Regiment, in conſequence of his having 
* a place in it, wherein, beſides mariy other 


inconteſtible evidences, I am confirmed, 


„by having converſed with many of the 


parties now alive, who received theſe ſer- 


& vices from the ſaid Saint : : That, chere · 


« fore, to doubt of the veracity of theſe mi- 
* racles, is as heinous a crime againſt the 


6 Holy Ghoſt, as to doubt of any of the 
« dogmas of our holy faith, or of the mi- 
6 racles of Chriſt himſelf, the evidences 
* whereof are not ſo ſtrong and convincing 
* as thoſe in the preſent inſtance before us, 
and by which our bleſſed, Saviour' S OWN: 
« words are fulfilled, when he told his diſ- 


* ciples, that * after me ſhall come thoſe. 
* who ſhall do greater works than 1 have 
Vor. 5 8 Mm done, 


* 


* bein ch 
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done, which prophecy _ en to 
r our great St. Anthony. 6 lo ram at 
do farther certify, upon my word! of 
* honor, as a Nobleman, a Knight,” and a 
Catholic Chriſtian, (as with God's grace I : 
=" _ what hereunder follows : f 
„That Raving read over and peruled at- 
.- Ow all the papers, note: books, and 
8 regilters of our Regiment; ever ſince” its 
= firft formation, and having carefully 00- 
5 * pied out of the ſai papers every thing re- 
* lating to the above. named. St. Anthony, 
* it is 2 verbo ad verbum what follows here: 
- for the truth of which 1 refer to the ſaid 
” books and] papers, Jodged in che Archives 
of our Regiment. ry ; 
That on the 24th of ae 1688, by 
order of his Majeſty Don Pedro the Se- 
© cond, (whom God has in glory) then 
who Prince Regent 'of the Kingdom of Portu- 
$0 * gal, directed to the YN? of this King- 
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dom of Algarve, was St. Anthony enliſt- 
* ed as a private ſoldier in this Regiment 
of Infantry, of Lagos, when it was firſt 
formed by command of the ſame Prince; 
and of ſuch enliſtment of St. Anthony 
there was a regiſter formed, which now 
_ ** exiſts in the Firſt Volume of the Regiſter- 
* book of the Regiment, fol. 143. ver. and 
herein he gave for his Caution and 
9 Surety? the Queen of Angels, who be- 


55 The ee of reeralitinſ the army in hold and Portu- 
84. is totally different from what is practiſe in Eagland': 
each of the provinces is divided into diſtricts, and the Civil 
Magiſtrate: of every diſtrict is obliged to furniſh the number 
of recruits allotted him, whenever « called upon by Goyern- | 
ment; and ſuch recruits muſt be the ſons of merchants, 
tidclelmen⸗ peaſants, labourers, &c. &e; inhibitarits of chat 
diſtrict; ; and the father, brother, ſome relation, or other ſuffi- 
cient perſon, is made reſponſible for each recruit, that he 
: ſhall behaye well, and. not deſert bis colours; gud if he does, 
that perſon i is obliged to find another man to ſerve i in his 
- place, for whom he muſt alſo be anſwerable. Thus, in the 
: text, Saint Anthony gives the Virgin Mary for his Security, 


as being the moſt reſponſible perſon he could one to anſwer 
for bis good behaviour, 8 
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«© came anſwerable that he would not de- 


ert his colours, but behave always like a 
* good ſoldier in the Regiment: And thus 
did the Saint continue to ſerve and do 


© duty as a Private in the Regiment, till 


September the 12th, 168g, on which day 
the ſame Prince Regent became King of 
Portugal, by the deceaſe of his brother 
Don Aﬀonco the Sixth; and on the ſame 


* day his Majeſty promoted St. Anthony to 


= © the rank of Captain in the Regiment, for 
* having, a ſhort time before, valiantly put 
* himſelf at the head of a detachment of 


« the Regiment, which was marching from 


5 Jurumenha to the garriſon of Olivenca, 


* both in the province of the Alentejo, and 


- © beat off a ſtrong body of Caſtillians, four 
times the number of ſaid detachment, 


« which body had been ſet in ambuſh for 


them, with the intention of carrying 
I them all priſoners to Badajox, the enemy 


3 having, 
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* having, by their (pies, obtained informa- 
tion of their march. 
J do farther WY that in all the 
* above papers and regiſters, there is not 
any note of St. Anthony, of bad beha- — 
* y1our or irregularity, committed by him, 
nor of his having ever been flogged, im- 
« priſoned, or any way puniſhed by his 
« Officers, while Private in the Regiment : 
That, during the whole time he has been — 
* a Captain, now near a hundred years, he 
« has conſtantly done his duty with the 
« preateſt alacrity, at the head of his Com- 
_ © pany, upon all occaſions, in peace and 
„war, and as ſuch has been ſeen by his 
* ſoldiers, times without number, as they 
*are all ready to teſtify; and in every 
© other reſpect he has always behaved like 
a Gentleman and an Officer: and on all 
the above-mentioned accounts, I hold 
* him moſt worthy and deſerving of the 
* "wank of Aggregate Major to our . : 
G 3 and 
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* and of every other honour, grace or ſa- 
_ © your, her Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly 
* pleaſed to beſtow upon him. In teſtimo- 
ny whereof, I have hereto ſigned my 
er name, this 25th day of March, of the 
« year of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1777. 


(L. S.) *Macarnarns Home.” 


0 Vou will be apt to imagine the above is 
only caricature ; but I muſt requeſt you to 
give me credit when J aſſure you, I have 
mentioned nothing but literal and ſober | 
matter of fat; neither is any buſineſs, ei- 
ther here or in Spain, treated with more 
gravity and ſeriouſneſs; nor is it at all 
ſurpriſing, if they act, as I have every rea- 
5 ſon to believe they do, de bonne for. The 
opinion ſo prevalent in England, and which 
is ſupported by many grave polemic au- 
8 thorxs of a certain way of thinking, (who be- 
| fore they write ought in common prudence 


to be better informed) is evidently falſe; I 1 


3 — 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 8p 


mean, when they aſſert, that the Clergy in 
Catholic countries know better things, and 


keep the people in ignorance, only to have 


them the more in their power; at leaſt I 


will anſwer for it, that the greateſt part of 


the Clergy in Spain and here, are upright 
in their intentions, and think they are diſ- 
charging the duties of their office, and, if 
miſtaken, are the firſt dupes in theſe coun- 
tries; in which caſe, it is not ſurpriſing 


that they lead aſtray the people committed 


to their care. 


But be that as k may; though I ſhould - 


rejoice to ſee the people here guided more 


by the dictates of Reaſon and Morality, yet 


my feelings are not ſo intimately intereſted 


in their concerns; but I confeſs they were 


ſeverely hurt, as yours will alſo be, in the 


peruſal of my next. The late behaviour of 

your Commander in Chief to Colonel Bagot, 
zz in every reſpect without a ſhadow of ex- 
5 cuſe. My attachment to the glorious Con- 
+ , 
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ſtitution of En gland, and my wiſhes for its 
| continuance through a long ſucceſſion of 
1 ages, are unfeigned and ardent; but I think 
| , that will be impoſſible, while your men in 
— power continue to be attuated by principles 
1 ſo oppoſite to every idea of patriotiſm, juſ- 
4 tice and humanity, as you will find by my 


next epiſtle. Well may Bagot, whom I 
take to be a worthy and deſerving Officer, 
exclaim with Hamlet in the Play, 

Who would bear the whips and ſcorns of the times, 


| The inſolence of Office, and the ſpurns 
Which patient Merit of the Unworthy takes ? 


Adieu. Yours always, &c. &c. 


LET. 
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En MM 
5 Evora, 1778. 
Dr AR ü BROTHE R, 


: Wr leave this ple to-morrow; and 
though I have picked up matter here alſo 
for your entertainment, I muſt acquit my- 
ſelf of what I promiſed in my laſt, before [ 
continue the account of our journey. 
But I muſt previouſly inform you, that 
Colonel Bagot is one of thoſe few unhappy 
Engliſh Officers, who has remained in the 
Portugueſe ſervice ever ſince the campaign 
of 1762 in this country, of which he now 
heartily repents ; but being ſeduced by the 
whiſtling of a name, the proſpect of high 
Tank, and the flattering behaviour of the 


Court to him at the beginning, he had neg- 
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lected to purſue in time his promotion in 


the ſervice of his own country, till his prof- 


fers of ſerviee there were made too late for 


his re-admiſſion, upon ſuch terms as he 
could i in decency accept : and by ſuch un- 


worthy and moſt injudicious refuſals, E am 
informed Lord A— 


has loſt the ſervices 


of ſome Officers of real experience. 


Before Colonel Bagot had quite finiſhed 
reading the Major's certificate, as men- 
tioned in my laſt, Captain Gaynor came 


into the room, and told Bagot, that the 
Chief Magiſtrate of the place with ſome 


other perſons. were come to pay their re- 
ſpects to him and his company, and were 
in the next apartment. Poor Gaynor's paſ- 
ſion was already ſubſided, and he looked 


dull and melancholy. We paſſed into the 


next room, where coffee and chocolate were 


preſented, and after ſome unintereſting con- 


verſation and fulſome compliments, as uſu- 


al, 
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al, had paſfed, the people from abroad re- 
tired; and Lord Freeman, as well as my- 
ſelf, was particularly deſirous of rene wing i 
the converſation with Bagot and Gaynor, 
and of knowing why they did not endea- 
vour to extricate themſelves from a ſervice 
now become ſo diſagreeable to them; and, 
as they were on half- pay in England, to 
return to that of their own country, now 
that a French and American war required 
the attendance of Officers employed in fo- 
reign ſervice. Accordingly, after we had 
walked abroad in the cool of the evening, 
and Lord Freeman had given directions 
about finding a boat to carry us up the ri- _ 
ver as far as Mertola next morning, and 
ordered our horſes to be conducted by land, 
to wait for us there, we returned to Gay- 
nor's quarters, when I took an opportunity 
of again introducing the converſation upon 
the ſame ſubject; and Lord Freeman ſaid, 
he thought there-would be little diflicyity | 


in 
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in their being re- admitted into the ſervice 


of their own country, if they were ſeriouſſy 


to ſet about it. And thou gh they would 
no doubt enter in lower ranks than thoſe 


they held here, yet it was in every other 


refpect preferable to the aukward and pre- 


carious ſituation they were in at preſent. 
Here Gaynor gave a broad and expreſſive 
ſtare at his Colonel, and Bagot fetching a 


deep fi gh, addreſſed Lord Freeman as fol- 


lows : 

2 Being perſuaded of your Lordſhip's 
ſincerity, and that you will make no uſe of 
the information I have given, or may give 
you, that will be detrimental to us, I ſhall 
make the leſs ſcruple in ſatisfying your cu- 
rioſity, concerning my own and Captain 
Gaynor's attempts to return to the ſervice 
of our own country, without ſucceſs. 
Some months before the late King's 


death, General Maclean, a Colonel in the 
Brugſh ſervice, who commanded the troops 
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in Liſbon, and who was well acquainted 


with the ſituation of this country, aſſured 
me, in a confidential converſation I had 
vith him, that in a very ſhort time after 


that event, there would hardly remain a 


Britiſh Officer in this ſervice, who could by 


any means get out of it; and he himſelf 
Was as active as poſſible in fulfilling his own | 


prediction. In fact, the late King Joſeph 
was ſcarce cold in his coffin, when it was 
evident the new adopted ſyſtem was to run 
entirely counter to that introduced by the 
Marquis of Pombal, who was immediately 


diſmiſſed : the Clergy exulted, and the 


power of the Church, which had been pru- 


dently repreſſed, reſumed its domineering 
influence with redoubled vigour : the vio- 
lent Churchmen, backed by an exhortatory 
Brief directed to the Queen, from his Holi- 
nels the preſent Pope, ſolicited and obtain- 
ed the 85 05 rr ee > _ to patina, 
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nauſeous Inquiſition, the perſons of harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive individuals; and parti- 
cularly every baſe ſiniſter method was put 
in practice, to diſguſt every Britiſn Officer 
in the ſerviee, and to render his ſituation 
diſagreeable. I myſelf came in for my 
{hare of this mean and unworthy behavi- 
our, which prudence laid me under the 
'cruel neceſſity of putting up with at the 
time; and the hopes of ſoon getting out of 
their ſervice, made me look forward to the 
moment when' I ſhould be able to tell them 
my mind, without diſguiſe or reſerve : I 
therefore applied for a few months leave of 
abſence to go to England, as did alſo my 
friend Gaynor at the ſame time, who knows 
he was never much beloved by them, [here 
Poor Gaynor could not help mumbling be- 


3 tween his teeth, a ſet of pitiful R -I i 
i and we ds” obtained. it. You muſt 
| know, my Lord, it has always been an el- 
iF tabliſhed rule in this wr etched ſervice, that, 
0 
0 when 
'z 
i 1 
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vhen an Officer obtains leave of abſence, 
he loſes his appomitments during that time; 
but, as a piece of indulgence to Foreign 
Officers, the late Miniſter generally order- 
ed their appointments to be paid them on 
their application, either before they went, 
op! aſter. they returned and as neither 
Gaynor nor myſelf could::hoalt of purſes 
ſtrong enough to ſupporb a trip to London, 
and the expence of remaining ſome time 
there, ve applied to the new-Maniftry for: 
the ſame. indulgence; and: were anfwereds 
that her Majeſty could: not then order us, 
our appointments, iiot knowing ho long 
our abſehce: might be mate by accidents, | 
but that we might app fer them when we 
returned. 1 122612 279 þ DN FIOWL 
"#4 he Grengthi of this 1 — ve. 
found friends enough in Liſnon to fumiſli 
by YM for the journey but on qur re- 
rn, experience convibeed us: of the ftus: 
ded meapcls. and males: of thys: Jeſuiticol 
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_ anſwer, worthy indeed of the grovelling 


Jewiſh character of the Marquis of Angeja, 


whom his friend King Peter immediately 


employed to hold the purſe-ſtrings of the 


nation; but moſt diſgraceful to the crowned 
head, in whoſe name it was given. His 


view was evidently this; that if, as he 
hoped, we did not return, he would ſave 
to the Treaſury, the miſerable pittance of 


money we would have carried along with 


us; and, if we did return, and apply for 
our appointments, he would then have a 


deſirable opportunity of mortifying us by a 


flat refuſal, as it actually happened. 
We proceeded however to London, 
flattered with the ſoothing hopes of once 


more putting on a Britiſh uniform; and find- 


ing on our arrival, that ſome other Officers 


from Portugal had been already admitted, 


our expectations became the more ſanguine, 


though conſcious we were*both unaſſiſted 
by friends or intereſt of any kind; we' 


Were 
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were however properly introduced and 
preſented to Lord A—, by a General 
Officer to whom we were both well known. 
His Lordſhip ſeemed attentive, while I ex- 
plained my fituation to him—in hopes of 
| Intereſting him the more in our favour, I 
firſt, and I now find fooliſhly, began by de- 
ſeribing to him, the ſad dilemma to which 
the Britiſh Officers in this ſervice were 
reduced, by the unworthy behaviour of 
the Court: I then laid before him a ſtate 
of my ſervices in different parts of the 
world, during the laſt war, that I was then 
an old Lieutenant in the 33d Regiment; 
and I ſhewed him a Commiſſion I had of 
the rank of Captain in the Army ever ſince 
1761: I then told him, that, as I was ſtill in 
a condition to ſerve for many years, 1 
hoped he would not think me unreaſonable 


in pretending to come in with the rank of 
a Field Officer ; or, if that was impractica - 
ble, at all with that which I had in the 


his Secretary Mr. M 
ſtanding at his elbow, and who would ove 
us the King's definitive anſwer. 
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army ſo many years before. nn Gay- 


nor likewiſe explained his pretenfions, and 


he deſired us both to call in a few days on 


„Who was then 


We accordingly attended the Secreta- 


ry, as may be well ſuppoſed with a good deal 


of anxiety, mixed with hopes and fears, 
which alternately elated and depreſſed our 
ſpirits, and found him, like moſt other men 
in publick office, ſupercitioufly at his eaſe, 


inſenſible and callous to the feelings and 


diftreſſes of others : without enquiring into 
any thing of the particular circumſtances 
which had engaged us in the ſervice of 


Portugal, he began with an exordium of 
abuſe againſt the Nation in general, uſing 


many indecent epithets, which however 


too nearly ſuit their real character: he ſaid, | 
he vas ſurpriſed how any Gentlemen of the 
ſmalleſt capacity or reflection, could be 


induced to chrow away their time among 
ſuch 


ſuch a ſet of miſcreants, and that it was 


enough to run over their hiſtory ever ſince 


their acclamation of King John the Fourth, 


to ſee that, as often as England had run 
into their aſſiſtance, and ſaved the deſpica- 
ble family of Braganca from deſtruction, ſo. 
often had the Engliſh, and generally all 


Foreign Officers in their ſervice, been re- 
warded by the Portugueſe with inſolence 


and bad uſage; for that they were a nation 


ſo loſt in every mean and unmanly vice, 
that they were incapable of putting on 
even the appearance of honeſty or virtue 


that we, in particular, were egregiouſſy 


miſtaken, if we imagined that any rank or 


high-ſounding titles we had obtained a- 


mong them would be of the ſmalleſt avail 
to us on the preſent occaſion, of re- enter 
ing into the Britiſh ſervice. Then addreſſ- 


ing himſelf to me, he ſaid, he had it in com- 
to acquaint me, 


that his Majeſty Ning adopted the unal- 


mand from Lord A 


H 1 terable 
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terable reſolution of not admitting any 
Officers from half-pay into the ſervice, 
whatever their former rank might have 
been, unleſs they came in again with only 
Subalterns rank, he was particularly ſorry, 

on my account, that I could be admitted 
on no other ; and that, if I chofe to accept 
of it, he would do every thing in his power 
to obtain for me the former rank I had in the 
ſervice as ſoon after as poſſible. And turn- 
ing to Gaynor, he told him very plainly, 
that there were ſuch numberleſs applications 
for Enſigncies in the army at preſent, ſup- 
ported by intereſt on one hand, and money 
on the other, that Lord A—— could not 
take it upon him to give him any encou- 
ragement in his application, as he under- 
Rood he was unaſſiſted with either. I then 
aſked Mr. M — if we, were to conſider 
the preſent as Lord A——' definitive an- 
ſwer? He immediately replied, that moſt. 
certainly ; and that a thouſand future ap- 
2 plications 


j 
8 
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plications would produce no other. We 
then took our leave of Mr. M——, in ſuch 
a condition, as may be eaſier felt than ex- 


preſſed; and, at parting, I took the liberty 


to tell him, that, had it been poſſible for 


me to have ſpoken with the King himſelf, I 
could not perſuade myſelf he would have 


ſent an Officer of character, and of ſo 


many years ſtanding, from his preſence 
with ſuch an unjuſt and ungenerous an- 


ſwer. 
* Next day I waited on the Portugueſe 
Envoy, now in London, though utterly 


unknown to him, and having only heard a 
great character of him from ſeveral Officers 


who had known him in the army here, I 
laid my whole ſituation freely before him; 
and J muſt confeſs his friendſhip and gene- 
roſity did not deceive my expectations: 


T nay, I will ſay more, the character, the 


conduct and ſentiments of that excellent 


perſon, ſeem in ſome ſhape ſufficient to 


H 3 compen · 
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compenſate for the rooted and native baſe. 
neſs of a great number of his countrymen, 
he ſo little reſembles. Where he imbibed 
| thoſe ſentiments I will not pretend to ſay, 
There are ſome very reſpectable characters 
produced in every country; but this I will 
be bold to affirm, that their number in this 
country bears no, enen to thoſe of an 
oppoſite ſtamp, nay, is ſo ſmall, that it 
may be conſidered as next to nothing 
But to continue: the worthy Envoy, before 
he would permit me to return hither, and 
without telling me a word of it till done, 
made freſh applications in my favour in 
London, without any manner of effect; 
and on many occaſions I had of converſing 
with him, reprobated, in the moſt pointed 
terms, the conduct of his country to the 
Foreign, and eſpecially to the Britiſh Offi- 
cers; ſaid, that the Queen muſt have loft 
her ſenſes, (que la Reine avoit perdue UEſ- 
= for ſhe ſeemed to men upon the beſt. 

Officers | 
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Officers on purpoſe to diſguſt them, and 


make them quit the ſervice ; that hardly 
any now remained who could better them- 
ſelves, except ſome mean mercenary wretch- 
es, who fold their conſciences for a bit of 


bread, and pretended to turn Catholics, to 
| flatter the humour of a fooliſh and ſuper- 


ſtitious Court. Theſe things, he added, 
Pierced him to the heart, ſeeing them ex- 


pole themſelyes to the contempt of all Eu- 


rope, at the very moment every other 
nation was intent on reducing the over- 


grown power of the Church, and keeping 
the infolent and troubleſome Clergy within 
the proper limits of authority: inſtead of 


which, in Liſbon, they were throwing more 
power into the hands of thoſe Incendiaries, 


whoſe wretched diſputes and intrigues had 


ſo often deluged Europe with blood : and 
| what (he ſaid) added greatiy to his vexa- 


tion, was to be a ſpectator of thele crying 


_ abuſes, without having it in his power to 
H4 prevent 
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prevent them; that he would moſt willing- 
ly write to Liſbon in my favour, knowing 


how hardly I had been treated both there 

and in London, but he was ſenſible that, 
as the Court then ſtood affected, his letters 
would be of no ſervice to me, and might 


moſt probably hurt himſelf; he could there- 


fore do no more for the preſent, than wiſh 


us a ſafe voyage back to Portugal, recom- 
mending to us that neceſſary degree of pa- 
tience fo uleful in ſuch a fituation. 


* And thus, my Lord, hither we are but 


very lately returned from England, as you 
may ſuppole, in no very agreeable circum- 


ſtances, finding the proffer of our ſervices 


rejected in our native land, our perſons 


diſliked, and our ſervices undervalued and 


neglected, in the country where we are 
obliged to remain for a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, 


with hardly any other proſpect before us, 


but that of drudging on in the ſame condi- 
tion; nor any other hope of relief, but the 


_ diſtang 
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diſtant and uncertain one of ſome change 
in our favour, either in the adminiſtration 
of this country or in England; which, con- 
| ſidering the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
life, will, moſt probably, vr! it happens, 
arrive too late, 
Good night, dear Charles! bi am zun go- 
ing to bed, though rather early, as we ſet 
out alſo early in the morning. Adieu. 
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LETTER VI. 


Villa Vigoza, 1778, 


DAR BROTHER, 


Tn OUGH I think I might fafely leave 


you to make your own reflections upon the 


contents of my laſt, yet, as a profeſſional 
man, who feels the indecent behaviour of 


your Commander in Chief to the two brave 
Officers mentioned, much more home than 


you can poſſibly do, I cannot help obſerv- 
ing, that when Officers of real experience - 
are thus neglected, and when pitiful paltry 

Intereſt ſhuts up all other avenues of pre- 


ferment in England, (as I have ſo often 


heard it affirmed in Spain) their enemies 
will have but little to fear from an army 


lo 
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fo compoſed. As for the pretence of the 
unalterable reſolution the King is ſaid to 
have laid down, and which was made uſe 
of to Colonel Bagot as a reaſon for non- 
admiſſion, it is an inſult and mockery 
upon the common ſenſe of mankind, and 
totally unworthy of ſerious conſideration; 
for, if adhered to, it is doing no more nor 

lels, than if the King were to tell Colonel 
Bagot, Iy is very true, Sir, and I acknow- 
ledge that you are an Officer of talents and 

experience I know you have ſerved me 

faithfully both in Germany and America, 

and that you are at this moment in a con- 

dition to ſerve me much more uſefully and 
honourably than great numbers of unexpe- 
rienced young men, who know nothing of 
their duty, who have never ſeen ſervice, 
and whom I am daily promoting neverthe- 
Jeſs to the ranks of Captain, Major, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and whoſe time of 
ſervice, ſuch as it has been, is nothing in 


compariſon 
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comparifon to yours: yet, having by and 
with the advice of my Secretary at War 


and of my Commander in Chief, laid down 


the above-mentioned rule, in order to in- - 


ereaſe their patronage and furniſh them 


with more ample means of doing mjuſtice 


| to Officers of real merit, who have nothing 
but that paltry conſideration for their pro- 
tection, I am reſolved to adhere to it with- 


out exception, to deprive myſelf (I am ſorry 


for it) of your ſervices, which I am con- 


ſcious would be exceedingly uſeful to me, 


ef pecially at this preſent juncture, and you 
of what is fairly your right and due, by do- 


ing you ſuch a flagrant, piece of injuſtice.” 


No, is it to be ſuppoſed, that there 
exiſts a crowned Head at this moment in 


Europe, who by his actions would autho- 
riſe ſuch reaſoning? and among them all, 


ſhall George the Third of Great-Britam 
be he? No! I will never believe it; and it 


is much more natural and reaſonable to 


ſuppole, 
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ſuppoſe, that his confidence has been abuſed 
by intereſted and unprincipled ſervants, as 
it happens to every King in Europe but 
one, who never puts it in their power to 
deceive him: finally, it is exactly faying, 
« Being conſcious that, by the partiality of 
the promotions in the Army, many Ofh- 
cers of merit and ſervices have been over- 
looked and neglected, and that they labour 
under the ſevereſt hardſhips and grievances 
on that account; now that theſe circum- 
ſtances are come to my knowledge, I am 
reſolved, by rigoroully adhering to the 
above unjuſt and wanton rule, to put it for 
ever out of my own power to redreſs them.” 
Believe me, it was not by ſuch unwar- 
rantable behaviour to ſoldiers of fortune, 
that England roſe in former days, to that 
high pitch of military fame from which ſhe: 
zs now deſcending with ſuch rapidity. : 
Me found dit impollible to decide within 
ourſelves, whether our miend{ip, our eſ- 
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teem, or our ſympathy, for the two worthy 
Officers, had the predominance. Lord Free- 
man, as the ſpokeſman on our part, thanked 


Colonel Bagot particularly, for all the in- 
formation he had given us, declared it was 


ſo much the more agreeable to him, as he 


had not formed the ſmalleſt expettation of 
being entertained in this country ſo much 


to his ſatisfaction; and ſaid, that, if he 
ſhould have the good fortune of making 
ſuch valuable acquaintance in the other 


parts of the country he propoſed viſiting, 


he ſhould have reaſon to applaud the reſo- 


lution he had formed, of taking a tour in 
Portugal; for he is not of the ſentiment 


of thoſe travellers, whoſe principal object 
is to pleaſe the eye with the ſight of fine 
buildings, beautiful landſcapes, or lofty 
mountains; nor of thoſe who pay much 
attention to what or when they eat or 
drink, or where they ſlept: the inveſtiga- 
tion of men, not of things, is his aim; and 

a competent 
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a competent knowledge, he thinks, it ſhould 
be the traveller's firſt ſtudy to acquire of 


the language of the people he is among, 
their political, military and eccleſiaſtical 


government, the happy or miſerable con- 


dition of the great body of the inhabitants, 


and of the cauſes producing the effects un- 
der his conſideration, together with a pro- 
per notion of the hiſtory of the country and 


of the preſent ſtate of Literature, of Com- 
merce and of the Arts and Sciences, as cul- 
_ tivated among them: he told them, he was 
but a poor Captain for the preſent, though 
che eldeſt ſon of a very rich man in Eng- 
land; wiſhed moſt earneſtly it were in his 


power to be of any ſort of ſervice to two 
Gentlemen for. whom he had ſuch a real 


regard and eſteem ; and, after repeated ac- 


knowledgments for the very hoſpitable 
reception we had met with, we took an af- 


lectionate leave of cheſe two worthy Hiber- 


nians, 
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nians, who were alſo both very ſenſibly af. 
fected at parting with us. | 

We embarked about two o'clock the 
next morning, as the tide then ſerved to 
carry us up the river, and arrived at Mer- 
| tola, a place of note 1n former times, the 
l : Myrtillis Julia of the Romans ; but now 
=. ſuch a miſerable-looking place, that we 


immediately mounted our horſes; and pro- 
ceeded on our journey, upon a nev- made 
road, for the moſt part excellent, but ſo 
* | overgrown with brambles apd other weeds, 
| that in ſome parts it was with difhculty we 
could get along. After travelling ſome 
hours, we ſtopped and opened our ſtores to 
take ſome refreſhment, and then continu- 
ing five leagues more, we arrived at 
„ heartily tired, at the city of Beja, 
0 the Pax Julia of the Antients, from 
a hence two of my letters to vou were 


dated. 


ON 
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We found however nothing at this Pax 
Julia to draw our particular attention, ex- 
cluſive of its ſituation raiſed upon an emi- 
nence, in the midſt of an extenſive plain, 
which might eafily be converted into a fine 

fertile country, but which lies a dreary 
uncultivated waſte, owing poſitively to the 
want of inhabitants, and to the indolence 
if thoſe few who cultivate the earth, by 
ſcratching the ſurface of it in a few ſmall 
ſpots, which appeared at vaſt diſtances 
| from each other in the midſt of a brown 
| and fruitleſs heath. Here the young Prieſt, 

John Carlos, was of great ule to us, by : 

converſing with the peaſants, whom we 
found ſurpriſingly courteous and ready to 
give us any information required; and 

| ſtruck me the more, as the Spaniſh peaſants 
are in general remarkable for the very op- 
polite diſpoſition, being haughty, rude and 
brutal to ſtrangers. We learned from the 


peaſants, that the new road v we travelled 
. I, 3 over 
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over from Mertola, had been made by or- 

der of the Marquis of Pombal, on occaſion 
of his building the new town in the Algarve, 
to facilitate the tranſ} portation of goods to 
| the interior country, and that it had been 
: done by Corvee, or by obliging the peaſants 


at the diſtance of eight or ten leagues round, 


to come and work upon the road, at their 

own expence, and without any ſort of gra- 

ufication from Government, and that it ne- 
. ver had been, and they hoped never would, 
=_— be of any uſe. We were informed here allo, 
| that conſumptive people come from Liſbon, 
to breathe the pure air of this place, in the 


fame manner they are ſent from England 
to Liſbon on the ſame account. 

At Evora, I was favoured with yours 
| dated from Richmond, (where you ſay you 
ll. have been to paſs a few days by invitation) 
which was remitted me by our correſpon- 
dent at Liſbon, and I am very happy to 
=_ find, that you do not preſs me on the ar- 

1% cle 
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cle of returning ſo quickly to England as 
you mentioned at firſt ; for if you did, I 
ſhould be laid under the neceſſity, either of 
not complying with your ichnations, a 
circumſtance which would diſtreſs me 
greatly, or I ſhould loſe the ſatisfaction of 
a moſt agreeable and inſtructive party here, 
which I ſhould now quit with the moſt ſen- 
ſible regret. I find my eſteem and value 
for Lord Freeman increaſe, in proportion as 
I become better acquainted with him, and 
vVe are both unanimous in admiring the ca- 
pacity and quick parts of the young Prieſt 
we have in our company, and the eager 
deſire with which he ſeems to catch at every 
occaſion of obtaining inſtruction and infor- 
mation ; ſo that, perhaps, there never were 
three people, met together by accident, 
who concurred more perſectly in their pur- 
ſuits, humours and diſpoſitions, 
Before I ſtir abroad here, I fit down 
805 to anſwer your letter, and to give | 
1 2 you 
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you ſome account 'of our adventures at 
Evora. | Ws 

I cannot help remarking the ſingularity 


of your friendly advice to me, and at the 


ſame time how very inconſiſtent it is with 
what has hitherto been the tenor of your 


own behaviour in that reſpect; and I leave 


you to judge, which of us two either has 
been, or now 1s, in the beſt ſituation to 


think of marriage; I, a poor Captain in 
the Spaniſh ſervice, attached to a Regiment 
every year changing quarters, and ſubject 
to ſevere and tedious marches, through hot 


duſty plains and umnhabited provinces, 


one year from Barcelona to Malaga, the 


next, from Malaga to Burgos, from thence 
again to Corunna and Ferrol, and from 


Ferrol to Cadiz, above ſix hundred Engliſh 


miles at a ſtretch, with neither poſt-chaiſes 


nor Engliſh inns upon the road, but only 
furniſhed, at the expence of his Catholic 


Majeſty, with the powerful aſſiſtance of a 


couple 
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couple of (burros) jack. aſſes, to tranſport 
my perſon, my baggage and my dear dul- 
cinea, if I were married, as you would 
have me—or you, my dear brother, who 
have been ſo many years in a tip-top way 
in London, rolling in money and with the 
world flowing upon you, ſo as not only to 
ſupply every wiſh and want of your own, 
but allo to enable you to behave, as you 
have done to me, with ſuch unexampled 
friendſhip and generoſity. 
You need be under no apprehenſion, of - 
my having contracted any ſerious engage- 
ment in Spain; for though with the help 
of youth, a ſcarlet coat, and a figure I ima- 
gine not diſadvantageous, I have had many 
opportunities of paying court to the Spaniſh 
ladies, and think them exceeding lively and 
_ agreeable, witty and cheerful, even to a de- 
gree which little agrees with the characte- 
riſtical gravity of the nation; yet matri- 
mony is a buſineſs, which has never yet en- 
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groſſed my thoughts for a moment, what- 


ever may happen henceforward, now that 


I have ſo near a proſpect of ſpending the 


reſt of my days in the boſom of ſweet lerne, 
| where I fondly imagine I ſhall be more apt 
to catch the flame from Iriſh beauty, than' 
from any other whatever, not excepting 


even your London ladies, if what you ſay | 


of their preſent mode of education be true, 


which I have no reaſon to doubt of. It 
fathers and mothers can reconcile it to 
their conſciences, to educate their daughters 
in the 1gnorance of every thing but diſſipa- 
tion, extravagance' and dreſs, what muſt 
they expect but to ſee them turn out jilts or 


ſtrumpets, whether married or not? and 


deſpiſed and diſliked, at belt, for their igno- 


rance, idleneſs and impertinence, by every 


At Evora we put up at a tolerable inn, 


tus 


man of ſenſe with whom they are con- 
 nefted ? 


I men when compared to moſt others of 
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this country : this city was the Liberalitas 
Julia of the Romans, the birth-place of mn ; 
famous Viriatus, as the Portugueſe authors 
inform us, and, for ſome time, the reſi- 
dence of Sertorius, after he was proſcribed 
ly; Sylla at Rome, and had raiſed a rebel- 
lion in Spain: the country about it is cover- 
ed with vineyards, interſperſed with corn- 
fields, and there ſtands without the walls 
a large Carthuſian Convent called Scala 
Coeli, or the Ladder of Heaven: here a 
number of ſelf-devoted, gloomy enthuſiaſts 
lead a voluntary life of abſtemious and un- 
availing inſipidity, which by a little cuſ- 
tom ſoon becomes habitual, and of no 
manner of coercion upon them, while the 
rigid and edifying appearance of ſuch aſce- 
ick virtue ſometimes ſtuns the reflection 
even of thinking men, and imprints for 
- thele recluſes, in the opinion of the vulgar, 
an attachment and reſpect little ſhort of 
| what would be aſcribed to them after 
14 obtaining 


9 

1 
3 
1 


[3 
$ 
F 
\ : 
\ T 
{ 4 
. 
1 
} 
is . 
: A 
: 
: 
: 

[ FS * 
3 « 
43 
$2 

1 
1 
1 
* — 
. , 
vg. 
-, Bi 
*t „ L 
a : 
— 7 
£ 
1 
. | 
17 
17 
71 
* $ . 
: * 
x z 
1 
4 94 
4 1 
, | 
Wt! 
{it 
| 
Fi N . 
: 
18 
£ | 
L [1 


* beck ita nd 


120 SKETCHES OF 


obtaining the long wiſhed-for Apothe- 


oOſis. 


As Lord Freeman had been taken ill upon 


the road to Evora, owing, as we ſuppoled, L 
to ſomething improper he had eaten, and 


which put his ſtomach conſiderably out of 
order, and could not ſafely venture out the 
next day, John Carlos and myſelf kept him 
company till towards evening, when we 
walked to the Great Square, which is near- 


ly in the middle of the city, and at the foot 


of an eminence, on which the caſtle ſtands: 
there we obſerved the ſame appearance of 
ſloth, languor and poverty; and as we ad- 


vanced into the Square, and were remarking 
the dark and gloomy ſituation of the ſhops 
under long deep arches, young John Carlos 


was ſurpriſed by an old Prieſt running up 
to him and taking him in his arms, and 
more, at his addreſſing. him in Engliſh, ; 


though with an accent in his pronunciation, 


which readily, directed the hearer to guels 
25 
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at what had been his native country. John 
Carlos quickly recollected having ſeen him 
the year before in Liſbon, when he came 
there on account of the new Government, 
to kils the King and Queen's Confeſſors* 
hands, and to beg the favour of their coun- 
tenance and protection. Doctor Butler (for 
that was his name) offered very frankly to 
| accompany us, and ſhew every thing worth 
notice in or about the city ; but obſerving 
it was then rather late, and that we could 
ſatisfy our curioſity much better the next. 
morning, when he would be ready to wait 
on us, we agreed to his propoſal, provided 
he would favour us with his company at 
our inn; towhich, aſter ſome civil alterca- 
tion, he conſented. We returned with him 
to the inn, where Lord F reeman, who was 
now pretty well recovered, took care to 
thank the Doctor for the pleaſure of his 
company, and us for bringing him. The 
Doctor, who was well known in Evora, 
where 
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where he lived for above thirty years, was 
Preſident of the Iriſh College eſtabliſhed 

there in the reign of King Peter the Second 
for the education of young ſtudents from 
Ireland, who ſhould afterwards return as 
Miſſionaries, to ſupport the good old cauſe 

in their own country; but as the rents 
which ſupported the College had been moſt- 
ly alienated, or withdrawn, under various 
pretexts, during the late Adminiſtration, 
the eſtabliſhment had been almoſt aban- 
doned, inſomuch, that ſince the war in 
Portugal of 1762, not a ſtudent had been 
educated there, the Doctor alone being per- 
mitted to enjoy his ſcanty income, which, 

with the aſſiſtance of the Maſſes he laid, 
ſerved barely to ſupport him. 

The good old man (for ſuch he really 
appeared to us) ſeemed delighted with this 
opportunity of meeting with any of his 
countrymen, for he had philanthropy 

enough to conſider Engliſh and Iriſh as 
| | the 
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the ſame, and was exceedingly taken with _ 
Lord Freeman's manner, to whom he chief. 


ly directed his diſcourſe. As we were ſit- 
ting down to ſupper, the Doctor called the 


obſequious landlord, and delivering him a 


key, ordered him to go to his College, and 
deſire his ſervant to bring him a double 
flaſk of his beſt wine, immediately adding, 


* for I know the ſour traſh you keep in the 


houſe is not fit for theſe Gentlemen to 
drink.” The landlord went, and ſoon re- 


turned with the Doctor's ſervant bearing 
the flaſk under his arm. We ſupped, and 
talked of a variety of things, told the Doc- 
tor of our ſcheme of viſiting the Frontiers, 


and of our going to El vas with a recom- 
mendatory letter which Colonel Bagot had 


given us to the Governor; ve then taſted 


his wine, which we found greatly ſuperior 
to any we had yet drank in the country, 


and begged to know where he procured it ? 
The Dottor ſeemed much pleaſed that we 
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liked his wine, and faid, that as poor an 
Eccleſiaſtic as he was, he had always a fe 
pipes of it in his cellar, and that he had all 
| the wine for his own drinking made by his 
particular directions, in which conſiſted 
whatever difference we had remarked be- 
tween 1t and the other wines of the country, 
and wiſhed heartily it were in his power to 
convey ſome of it to his good friends in Ire- 
land. Lord Freeman took that opportunity 
to fill a bumper to their healths, not for- 
getting the Doctors own. The old man's 
eyes lightened up on the occaſion, and he 
aſked his Lordſhip if he had ever been in 
Ireland ? to which he rephed, he never had, 
but propoſed viſiting it with attention and 
care as ſoon as poſſible. The Doctor ſaid, 
chat, though it was now near forty years 
ſince he had ſet a foot in his native coun- 
try, yet, Heaven was his witneſs, that he 
{till continued to ſend up his daily and fer- 
vent prayers for her happineſs and prol- 


perity; 
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perity; that he knew very well how his 
countrymen were going on, for that he had 
ſome friends in Dublin who ſent him every 
ſix months, whole packets of their maga- 
zines and newſpapers, by the ſhips to Liſ- 
bon or St. Ubes, and that his. great amuſe- 
ment in his retreat was the peruſal of theſe 
papers, after daily fulfilling the duties of 
his profeſſion ; that he was exceedingly 
happy to find them advancing in improve- 
ments, and particularly to learn that the 
noxious ſpirit of rancour and jealouſy be- 
tween the profeſſors of the old and new re- 
ligion was now almoſt extinguiſhed and 
forgotten, which promiſed the moſt per- 
manent benefits to the nation; and that 
. nothing delighted him ſo much as to ſee 
Chriſtians of every denomination, worſhip- 
ping God in the manner they ſincerely be- 
lieved the moſt acceptable to him, and cloſe- 
ly embracing each other in the bonds of uni- 
verſal charity, benevolence and love. We 
„ 5 were 


* 
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were agreeably ſtruck with this juſt and li- 


beral obſervation, where we lo little expect- 
ed to meet with it. Lord Freeman continued 


_ © the converſation till it was late, and became 


ſo much the more pleaſed with the Doctors 
company; and as he had ſtill many queſ- 
tions to aſk him, and withed to be acquaint- 


ed with a number of circumſtances he was 
now ſenſible the Doctor could inform him 


of, he hinted as much to himſelf, aſſuring 


him, that though the taſting of his wine 


had agreeably ſurpriſed him, it was nothing 


to the ſatisfaction he enjoyed in converſ- 


ing with him. The Doctor obſerved it 
was already paſt his hour of retiring, and 
that at his time of life it was neceſſary to be : 


uniform, but ſaid he would certainly wait 
on us in the morning and be of every ſer- 


vice to us in his power, on condition that 


we promiſed to accompany him to his Col - 


lege to breakfaſt, where we ſhould find 
every thing in the old Iriſh way, and a diſh 
8 5 ol 


\ 
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of as good chocolate as ever was made in 
Spain: this being agreed on, we parted. - 
Ihe next morning the Doctor conducted 
us to the Caſtle, now moſtly in ruins, but 
ſtanding high in the middle of the town, 
and from whence we had a charming proſ- 
pet of the rich adjacent country ; © What 
a ſhame (cried the Doctor) that ſo fine a 
country ſhould be in the hands of ſuch 
uvretches! No country on earth produces 
finer grapes, nor worle wine than this 
where we now are, entirely owing to their 
flovenly manner of makin git! They have 
not a barrel, nor any kind of wooden veſ- 
ſel in the whole province, and they make 
and keep all their wine, in large ill-baked 
earthen jars, and mix lime and chalk in it, 
by way of fining it down; and tranſport it 
from place to place, in dried hogs-icins, | 
ſewed up and pitched all over within and 
without, which renders the wine totally 
unfit for en Chriſtian to drink! See, Gen- 


tlemen, 
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tlemen, what an extent of country to the 


| ſouthward covered with heath! what would 


not that produce, if the vine were planted 


there, or if it were covered with corn and vil- 


lages? for there is not a ſpot that would not 


admit of cultivation; had we but hands to 


occupy the ground, this province alone 


could furniſh wheat for the whole kingdom 


at leaſt ; inſtead of which we are yearly im- 
porting vaſt quantities of bad grain from 
abroad—will you believe me, Gentlemen, 


when I aſſure you, that only the tythe of 


the wheat which the pariſh of the Cathedral 


Church of this city pays to the Chapter, 


amounts to above ſixty thouſand of your 


Engliſh pecks? and yet the country is ſtarv- 
ing, and miſery ſtares you in the face, which- 


ever way you turn yourſelf.” He next car- 
ried us to the Cathedral. Where 1s your. 


| (Archbiſhop? (ſaid Lord F reeman) Never 


where he ought to be, (replied the Doctor) 
he has not appeared once here, ſince he 


came 
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came to take poſſeſſion of his See; he is too 
great a man to do the duty of the good 

| Shepherd ; Oves ſuas Paſtor non cognoſcit, 
nec Paſtoris notitiam oves habent he is In- 
quiſitor General, Regent of the Courts of 
Juſtice, and I know not how many other In; 

| employments beſides, his friend the late b 4 

Miniſter heaped upon him, though he is [ 
the moſt uninformed and dulleſt fellow ever 
put on the habit of St. Auſtin. He then led 
us to what had been the College of the Je- 
ſuits, an immenſe building now going to 


ruin, though, ſince their expulſion, the late 
favourite had made a feeble attempt to ſet 
up a ſilk manufactory in it, which, for want 
of ſupport, ſoon fell to the ground, as hap- 
pened to moſt of his manufactures. 

We afterwards mounted all on horſeback 
to ſurvey the famous aqueduct, built by 
. and ſtill in uſe, which conveys a 
noble ſtream of water to the city, ſo excel- 
lent, that the inhabitants call it (agua de 


pbrata) the ſilver water, brought from a 
* L. 1 3 fountain 
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fountain at about five leagues diſtant : the 
Doctor alſo ſhewed us ſome traces and 
remains of the Roman wall, which had ſur- 
rounded the city, and which their King, 
Don Fernando, had ordered to be thrown 


down about the year 1380, at the very 
time he had wantonly engaged in a war 
with Don Juan, King of Caſtille : we then 
obſerved the modern fortifications about 
the city, which are now full of breaches, 
and the Doctor made ſome remarks upon 
their deſign and uſe, which to us appeared 
perfectly juſt and appoſite. Laſtly, we 
went to viſit the Recluſes of St. Bruno, 
] where we obtained ready acceſs by the 
Doctor's means; but Lord Freeman hav- 
ing before ſeen the Reverend Fathers of la 


Trappe at Paris, found nothing new in this 
Caſtle of Indolence, though its appearance 
ruck young John Carlos much. The 

ſhelves of their Library were filled as uſual , 
with the ſame dull, polemical and biogra- 


F Works, chickly interlarded with mi- 
| racles; 
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nrles ; and the ohily book which 3 
our notice was an excellent copy of Homers 
Thad, in folio, which Lord Freeman was 
ſtrongly tempted to carry along with him, 
and aſked the Reverend Librarian preſent 


what it was? He replied; that he believed 
it was an old Hebrew or Arabic book; | 


which had remained there fromm the time 


of the Moors, but that none of the Maſters 
now in the Convent underſtood it! Lord 
Freeman was by this the more encouraged, 


and juſt going to mention it to the Keeper, 


and offer him money for it, when the Doc- 
tor interpoſed, telling him it was imprati- 


cable, and a thing notto be attempted; for 


that by their inſtitution they had it not in 


their power to alienate the moſt trifling 


thing belonging to the Houſe. 


We now returned to the Doctors apart- 
ments at the College, very well diſpoſ:d 
for breakfaſt; and we were regaled with 
very good tea, eggs, freſh butter and good | 

K 2 ; cream, 
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cream, for the firſt time we had ſeen it in 
the country. ES 
It was now however almoſt time to de- 
part, and our horſes were waiting for us, at 
the ſame time we were delighted with the 
good ſenſe of the Doctor's converſation, 
which we expreſſed ourſelves exceedingly 
ſorry to loſe: Lord Freeman even took the 
liberty to pray the Doctor would give us his 
opinion, formed by long experience and ob- 
ſervation, of the ſtate. of this country and 
the character of its inhabitants, expreſſing 
his confidence of how much he was aſſured 
ſuch information would abridge our la- 
bour, in becoming truly acquainted with 
the national genius and diſ poſition. The 
Doctor, perfectly well diſpoſed to oblige 
us, and after telling us he was perſuaded 
we would make no improper uſe of what 
he would fay, expreſſed himſelf as you ſhall 

be informed in my next. Till then, adieu. 


/ 


LET- 
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LETTER VII. 


EA Jurumenha, 1778. 
Dzar BROTHER, | 


Wr put up at a miſerable inn here this 
night, having made an excurſion from 
Villa Vigoza, to viſit the banks of the Gua- 
diana and the Garriſon of Olivenca, which, 
though beyond it, and on the Spaniſh ſide, 
yet belongs to the Crown of Portugal, with 
a conſiderable territory round it, 
| To believe the Portugueſe hiſtorians, it 
k all claſſic ground which we have been 
reconnoitrin g, and the ſcenes of their moſt 
brilliant actions and encounters with their 
natural enemies the Caſtillians, "who are 
not however diſpoſed. to give them ſuch a Dy” 
are of credit for their military atchieve- 


" © ne ments, 
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ments, which I may have accation to touch 
upon in a future letter: In the preſent, I 

3 ſhall give you the Doctor's information, as 


mentioned in my laſt, as I think it really 
| _ uſeful for any one who wiſhes to be ac- 
| quainted with the national character. 
hold him of all men (ſaid Doctor But- 
{ | ler) che moſt unpardonable ſort of impoſtor, 
who, under pretext of confidential friend- 


| ſhip, endeavours to diſguiſe the truth, and 

} e miſlead thoſe, who he perceives have in 
8 any manner relied upon his information or 
\ i TS direction; and for this reaſon, in what I 


have to ſay to you, I ſhall prefer truth to 
every other conſideration, even ſhould jt 
bear ſometimes hard upon my own clerical 
Character and proleſlion ; for though there 


— — 


[| 5 be truly a number of wicked and profligate 
1 | men in this kingdom, who cover the bale- 
1 i neſs of their actions with the ſacred habit of 


St. Peter, yet all their miſcondutt and miſ- 

conceptions no more affect the real eſſence ' 
of our holy faith, than the moſt piercing 

— cold 
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cold can affect the Adamant, or a cloud 
ol locuſts the Sun: moreover, Gentlemen, 
your own experience, as you proceed in 
the country, will be the beſt comment up- 
on the propriety of the obſervations I ſhall 
make, which muſt be few and general, as 
the day is already well advanced, and you 
have a pretty long ride, before you can 
reach any place of repoſe. A 


In my own mind I can trace the ruined 
and conſumptive ſtate of all modern Spain, 
from the cruel and unjuſt expulſion of the 
| Jews and Moors; but the barbarous uſage | 
which the former met with in this country 
_ eſpecially, has been juſtly retaliated as a 
curſe upon it ever ſince, for 1 it has remained 
comparatively a deſert ; and the forced 
_ converſions which their great King D. Ma- 
nuel, was fo zealous ; in forwarding, fixed 
a prodigious quantity of Jewiſh blood „ 
Portugal, which has found its way inte 
moſt of their families, of diſtinction parti- 
VV cularly, 
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cularly, and is fo eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed 
in their ſeatures, tempers and diſpoſitions. 
One thing which muſt ſtrikean accurate 
obſerver, who is in any degree acquaint- 
. ed with the Spaniards and Portugueſe, is, 
the ſurpriſing contraſt in the characteriſtical 
diſtinction ſo perceptible between the ſame 
claſſes of people in theſe two kingdoms: | 
* In Spain, the (Hidalgo) Nobleman is what 
he ought to be; brave, ſincere and liberal, 
both in his ſentiments and actions—in 
this country he is perfectly the reverſe. As 
you deſcend among the Spaniards, the na- 
tional character vitiates, and it is well 


- known the Spaniſh peaſant is a proud, beg- 


garly, inſolent, brutal anmal—in this 
country, the lower you deſcend in rank, the 
perſonal character riſes and improves upon 
you ; and I dare ſay, you have not met 


0 a peaſant where you have yet travel- 


Ved, who has not been courteous and affable, 
to a degree hardly to be found in any other 
country; and I may venture to aſſure you, 

5 that 
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that if you keep this remark in view, you 
will find it juſtiſied 12 5 your own £xpe- 
rience. 
«I wiſh on the preſent occaſion I could 
with juſtice except the Royal Houſe of Bra- 
ganęa from the general cenſure on the Por- 
tugueſe Nobility, ſed magna eſt veritas et 
prevalebit : the truth is, if there has ever 
been any thing of Royalty in that family, 
it has been entirely owing to the ſtation in 
which their countrymen placed it; and 
probably, had it not been for his Wife, a 
noble Spaniard, D. Johm the F ourth, would 
not have taken up the Crown they ſet be- 
tore him; his ſons, D. Affongo and D. 
Pedro, ſpent their time in low intrigues 
againſt each other, married the ſame wo- 
man, and were ſupported in their throne 
by the French and the Engliſh, and by the 
aſſiſtance of Count Schomberg, the Earl of 
| Inchiquin, and a number of good Foreign 
Officers: King John the Fifth ſpent his time 
either in che company of Prieſts or women, 
formed 
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formed the Church of Liſbon into a Patri. 


archate, let his army dwindle to nothing, 
encouraged bigotry, the Inquiſition, and 


the Nobility. When growing old, to make 
Himſelf the longer fit for the company of 
the ladies, he took ce-nth—d-s, the effects 


of which debilitated him ſo much, as to 
throw him into a lingering diſorder ; and 
having lived like a Sultan in the enjoyment 
of his favourite pleafure, he had both time 
and all the means of converſion and recon- 
ciation with Heaven, which diſingenuous 
and flattering Prieſts could afford him, to 
die like a Saint; fo that his ſubjetts ſaid of 
him, (que viveo co quiz, e morreo COMO 
quiz) that he lived and died exactly as he 
could have wiſhed. „„ 

* The adminiſtration of this country dur- 
ing the laſt reign, was marked by very 
different features : a reſolute and overbear- 


ing Miniſter, centered every channel of 
power and authority in himſelf alone; a 
weak and puſillanimous King, rendered 


dithdent 
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diffident by the diſloyalty of his own Nobi- 
lity, threw himſelf entirely into the arms 
of his Miniſter, as being the.only perſon he 
could truſt ; and the Miniſter, conſcious he 
vas hated or deſpiſed by the Nobility, loſt 
no opportunity their own folly and impru- 
dence afforded him, to curb their inſolence 
and reduce their authority. A perſonal 
_ quarrel the Miniſter had with a Jeſuit, the 
King's Confeſſor, at the beginning of his 
adminiſtration, added to other pre-exiſting 
cauſes, made him ſeriouſly and heartily re- 
ſolve on ſetting every engine to work for 
the deſtruction of the Jeſuits, which he at 
laſt accompliſhed. The earthquake of 1755 
ſerved only to confirm his authority and 
render it more abſolute, and then it was he 
became perpetual Dictator. The war with 
Spain, which followed ſome years after, by 
the introduction of Foreign troops into the 
kingdom, and of a number of Foreign 
Officers among the national Regiments, 
enabled him to ſet his foot effectually upon 

. the 
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| the neck of the Clergy, ſo that from that 
ume to the concluſion of his power, they 
never durſt lift up their heads: he did a 
great deal of good, and likewiſe much 
harm, all proceeding rather from perſonal 
_ and ſell-intereſted motives, than from any 
regard to the good of his country. He re- 
duced the numbers of religious houſes, and 
diſcouraged or ſuppreſled the rage of enter- 
ing into the religious life. He ruined or 
| impovexiſhed the mercantile part of the 
{| ſubjects, by throwing the trade (which he 
= affected much to encourage) into the hands 
of excluſive companies, compoſed of ſome 
favoured individuals, who were the only 
gainers, while the great body of thoſe whole , 
| ſubſiſtence depended upon trade, were pe. 
riſning for want. 
After the war, he might have formed 
ſuch a complete little well-provided army, 
as would have effectually bid defiance to the 
whole land-force Spain could have brought 
againſt 1 it; and in doing this, he had the al- 
|  Gſtance 
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ſiſtance of a very able General, well known 
in Europe for his profeſſional capacity, and 
of ſeveral experienced Officers: but inſtead 
of doing ſo, he neglected the Army, and 
thought it too expenſive. He behaved in 
the moſt ſhuffling and diſſatisfactory man- 
ner to the Count la Lippe, and treated moſt — 
of the other Foreign Officers with infolence 
or neglett, fo that his beſt friends conſidered 


his behaviour in this particular as a para- 


dox ; and they were at a loſs to account 
for his neglecting the army, which had 
been the beſt means of eſtabliſhing his au- 
thority, and would be his only reſource, if 
that authority ever came to be called in 
queſtion. 
The laſtact of his government, and when" 
the King his maſter was on his death-bed, . 
vas to marry the Preſumptive Heir of the 
Crown, a boy of fixteen years of age, to his 6 
own Aunt, a woman paſt one and thirty; \ 
and this act was a worthy concluſion of / 
ſuch a tempeſtuous adminiſtration. 
6 The f 
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The late King's death was the ſignal of 
the Miniſter's diſgrace; and the truths and 
untruths induſtriouſly circulated againſt 
him by above eight hundred perſons of all 


conditions, whom he had kept in durance, 


and who were now releaſed, augmented 


and inflamed the popular roar of clamour 
and obloquy, which accompanied him to 
his retreat, to which he retired with all the 
ſteadineſs of an antient Athenian, exiled 
by the law of Ottraciim. He has been ſuc, 


ceeded, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, by one 
of his greateſt antagoniſts, who during the 


former adminiſtration was obliged to keep 


very quiet, and to exert all the low cun- 
ning he is ſuch a maſter of, to be permitted 
to live in peace; for he is allowed on all 


ſides to poſſeſs all the bad qualities of his 


predeceſſor in office, and that perhaps to 


a more eminent degree, while impartial 


judges, and the leaſt addicted to ſcepticiſm, 


doubt whether he. mherits any one of his 
Virtues. 


«© Accord- 
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« Accordingtoacommon obſervation, the 
preſent time and government is ſacred and 
muſt not be meddled with; and indeed, as 
you are going to Liſbon, and will fee and 
hear with your own eyes and ears, it will 
ſpeak for iilelf; only I muſt give it as my 
opinion, that the Church ought not to aſ- 
ſume ſo extenſive a part in the political 
drama, as I fee it is now doing, for it muſt 
in conſequence neglect its own proper 
functions and ſacred vocation; and when 
it does ſo, it becomes hurtful, inſtead of 
doing good; nay it is even indecent, to lee 
the Queen's Confeſſor interfere ſo much in 
temporal affairs, or the other honey- 
mouthed Fryar, the Engliſhman, or rather 
the Scotchman, the King's Confeſſor, writ- 
ing eſſays which expoſe him to public ridi- 
cule: but what mortifies me molt of all is, to 
ſee that the Queen has permitted the Inqui- 
ſition to reaſſume its long abdicated autho- 


8 J for this circumſtance will make all 
Europe N 
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Europe cry out ſhame, _ ſuch a > Queen 
and ſuch a Government.” 
As ſoon as Doctor Butler had concluded, 


Lord Freeman got up and embraced him, 
thanking him ſincerely for ſuch a ſubſtan- 
tial and compendious account as that he 

had given us, of what we ſo much deſired to 


know; ſaid, he would take care to ſet the 


proper value on it, and begged to know if 


we could poſſibly be of any ſervice to him 
where we were going? The Doctor replied, 
that there was not any thing with which he 


would preſume to trouble us, wiſhed us a 
happy journey, and aſſured us, his hearty 


good wiſhes and prayers for our ſafety 
ſhould accompany us wherever we went. 
Judging of my two companions by my- 
ſelf, I can aſſure you, we parted from our 
good friend Butler with heavy hearts ; we 
ſtopped half-way to Villa Vicoza to bait 
our cattle, and there ſtretched under the 
ſhade of ſome ſpreading pines, reciprocally 
endeavoured to do juſtice to our ſentiments 


of 
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of the man, and ſincerely regretted that lo 
worthy a perſon ſhould 18 e in ſuch 
15 obſcurity. Sinton 
While we were chang paying the tribute 
we thaught due to our friend Butler's cha- 
racter, a man upon a mule came up to us, ? 
bringing a note from the Doctor to Lord 
Freeman, encloſing a letter for a Gentle- 
man of his intimate acquaintance at Elvas, 
who, the Doctor ſaid in his note, he believ- 
ed, would be of more real uſe to us, than 

the Governor himſelf, who never lodged 
any Gentleman from abroad in his own 
houſe; whereas he knew the other would 
be infinitely obliged to him for ſending us 
to him, and that it had entirely eſcaped him 
to give us the letter before we left Evora, 
owing to our being ſo much taken up in 


o 


other converſation. 

After peruſing the good Doctors note, 
deſiring many compliments and thanks to 
him, and rewarding the meſſenger for his 
3 _ trouble, 
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trouble, we continued our Journey to Villa 

Vicoza. | 55 125 
I am juſt going to he down in my cloak, 

as it is late, and - I hear my friends already 

ſnoring on the ground here about me.— 


Good night. 
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LETTER IX. 
Caſtle e 1778. 
Dran Brornx, 


1 HAVE not written you a line for three 
weeks paſt, as we have all had our hands | 

ſo full, I have only had time to aſſiſt my 

memory by making occaſional notes of 

what I thought would have been apt to 
flip it, in giving you an account of our 
travels, and for which I think our viſit o 

che garriſon of Elvas particularly has ſup- 
plied ſome materials, which will not be 
found altogether unworthy of Four peru- 
ſal. When ſuch ſtinking examples of na- 
tional charafter as we there. law, pals be- 
fore the eyes of a perſon poſſeſſed of but 
a middling thare of judgment, to take off 
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a true copy, as in my deſcription of them 
I ſhall endeavour to do, they can hardly 


fail of furniſhing a ſober and rational en- 
- tertainment to every inveſtigator of human 


nature, much more ſatisfactory than all 


the flowing and fittitious deſcriptions to be 


found in the numberleſs volumes of Novel 
and Romance. . 
But before I proceed, I muſt tell you, 
that I am anxious to know how far you 5 
reh{h the method I have followed in treat- 


ing the ſubject in my preceding letters; nor 
ſhall T reſt ſatisfied, till I either find what 
I have already written has obtained your 


approbation, or you give me your more 


particular directions how you would have 
me proceed in future: I therefore entreat, 


you will be particular in anſwering me on 


t p oinz by your firſt letter after the 


receipt of this; in the certain hopes of 


which, I now proceed to fill up the interval 
of Our hiftory ſince my laſt letter, dated at 
Jurumenha, (where, though we flept in 


our 
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our cloaks, we were almoſt devoured by 
bugs, gnats, and cock-roaches) to the pre- 
ſent moment. 
It is very fortunate, that Low Freeman's 
3 of travelling, and his methods of ob- 
ſervation, happen to be ſo fimilar to my 
own, for had they been the contrary, of 
_ courſe we {hould have ſeparated before 
now; but as we are, and conſidering that 
- by keeping together we are of reciprocal 
advantage to each other, of which his 
Lordſhip proſeſſes himſelf perfeclly ſenſible, 
I believe we ſhall not part till at leaſt we 
reach Liſbon ; he is particularly aſſiduous 
in picking up ſuch books as give any 
deſcription of the part of the country we 
travel through, in order to verify them by 
his own obſervation; and as we knew we 
were 'traverſing that part of m province | 
of the Alentejo, which had been the princi- 
pal ſcenes of the various wars and actions 
between the Portugueſe and Caſtillians, eſ- 
bo pecually ſince the acceſſion of the Braganga 
L 3 family, 
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family, we reſolved to take a military view 
of the grounds, places and ſituations ; and 
on the ſpot to compare them with the beſt 


accounts we ſhould be able to obtain. As 
ſoon as our young Prieſt, John Carlos, be. 


came- ſenſible of our intention, he did his 
utmoſt to alſiſt us in the ſcheme : at Villa 
Vigcoza, he reſpectfully waited upon the old 
Prieſts, the Fryars and the principal inhabi- 


tants, and by an agreeable manner natural 
to him, having inſinuated himſelf into 
their good g graces and gained their eſteem, 
towards which the clerical dreſs did not a 


little contribute, he chen, with many com- 


pliments on the bravery of their country- 


men, told them what he and his fellow-tra- 
vellers deſired: upon this, we were quickly 
furniſhed with recommendations to the Con- 
vents near the grounds we wiſhed to exa- 
mine, or with guides who conducted us to 
the field of battle of Aincixial; of Montes- 


delired. The Pries were every HE IN 


zealous 


\ . 
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zealous and ready in producing any books 


tricts of chat country, and che F ryars every 


los, we made freſh diſcoveries, which gave 
us great ſatisfaction, and very much enhan- 
ced to us the value of our young. friend's 
company, 

At laſt we arrived at Elvas, where we 


12 Literally an encloſure : The Tapada at Villa Vigoas, 
which is a Royal ſeat, is a large hunting-park belonging to 
the King, entirely ſurrounded with a high-ftone and lime 
wall, This park i is twelve Engliſh miles long, by ſix miles 
bread, 


* 


they either had or could procure, to aſſiſt us 
in our reſearches: we employed ſome days 
in theſe peregrinations over different dif- 


where permitted us to examine ſuch old 
manuſcript records of the wars of the Fron- 
tiers, and of the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, as were 
preſerved ; in their Archives ; and the ſame IE 
| thing happened, when, leaving Villa Vigo- 
za, and travelling through the Tapada . 

we came to the city of Eſtremos, where, 


by the diligence and: induſtry of John Car- 


propoſed making ſome flay: when we ap- 


L4 1  proached 


152 SKETCHES OF 


proached the gate, one of the centinels at 
the barrier called out to us in a haughty 
tone, aſking from whence we came, and 


what buſineſs brought us there? John Car- 
los anſwered, that we came from Eftremos, 


and had letters for his Excellency the Go- 


vernor ; the centinel then conducted us to 
the Commanding Officer of his guard, who 
ſent us with an armed ſoldier holding the 
bridle of each horſe, to the Governor's 
preſence f we were kept in chat ſituation, 


waiting at his door in the ſtreet, where the 


mob ſoon gathered to ſtare at us: when his 


Excellency had done hearing Maſs, he or- 
dered us to be admitted, and Lord Freeman 
preſented the letter he brought for him; 


- which aſter peruſing, the Governor ſaid 


he was very happy to have the honour of 
know ing us, that his own houſe, the Regi- 
ments under his command, the adjacent 


Forts of St. Lucia and la Lippe, nay the 
hole Province of the Alentejo were en- 


tirelye at our orders, to diſpoſe of them as 
. * 
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ve ſhould think proper; that he hoped we 
would excuſe him for the preſent, as he was 
obliged to go to the Deſpatch, and begged 


the favour of our company at dinner, 


- which, he ſaid, was exactly at one o'clock. 


This ceremonious piece of buſineſs being 


got throu oh with the Governor, who was 


wrapped up in a long baize cloak, our 


next was to find out the Gentleman, to 


whom we were recommended by Doctor 


Butler; and as he is the chief Engineer of 


the Garriſon, it was enough to mention his 


name, which every ſoldier knew, and we 
MEFS quickly at his houſe. Mr. de Valerè 


(for that 1s his name) was not within; but 


his, Lady very politely deſired us to walk 
up, for that he would return very ſhortly 

from Fort la Lippe, where he had gone, as 
he did almoſt daily, to look after his artifi- 


cers and workmen employed there; ſhe 


then ordered chocolate, and did her beſt to 


entertain us, though ſhe ſpoke only the lan- 
a of the y, when Monſieur de 
Valere 
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Valerc entered; a tall thin-looking figure, 
glready of a certain age, but active, nim. 
ble and vigorous, and, like molt French. 


men, perfectly well ſet upon his legs, 


Lord Freeman delivered him the letter he 
had for him, which Valere juſt ran over, 
and aid, he would immediately write 
his old friend Butler a letter of thanks for 
having directed us to him ; © Metheurs, Je 
ne ſuis que franc Picard, (laid Mr. de Valere) 
vous trouverez chez moi toute la franchiſe 
Anglaiſe, et tres peu de la ceremonie Fran- 
calle, encore moins de la Portu gaiſe; voici 
les apartemens (opening the doors of two 
adjoining rooms) ou vous dornurez dans 
trois lits de Campagne en Soldats; entrez 
et ſortez comme bon vous ſemblera; mon 
Cpoule et mes domeſtiques lont egalement 
bien diipolcs ; 14 VOUS abeir; et pour moi, Je | 
ue ſexais content de la maniere dont Je vous 
aurai recu, pour en rendre conte à mon 
ami le Datteur, que ſelon ce que vous me 
femblerce I etre. 5 
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The converſation was now carried on 


entirely in French, in which Lord Freeman 
and mylelf were as ready as in our own 
language: our young Prieſt underſtands it 
alſo very well, but from want of practice, 
was not ſo ready in ſpeaking it, and was 
therefore greatly pleaſed with the oppor- 
tunity of improving in his pronunciation, 
as he quickly d1d, and was much encourag- 
ed by the familiarity and wonderful open- 
nels of Valere's manner, which perfectly 


delighted us all; for he talked away at a 


great rate on a variety of topics, told us 


of his intrigues when a volatile young fel- 


low, of his fighting, of his drinking and 


rioting : In the mean time a meſſage came 


from the Governor, deſiring the favour of 


the Major General's company to dine with 


him, (for Valere has that rank in the ſer- 


vice) on which he ſtarted up and exclaimed, 


—A ga, Meſſieurs; il eſt temps de nous 


peigner, call | your ſervants and dreſs 


quickly, Allons ; for we ſhall have another 


meſlage 
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meſſage from old Square-toes, calling us. 
to dinner, before we are ready. 


We arrived however in time, and dinner 


_ - was then ſerving up; the Governor's Lady 


was the only woman at table, and had much 
more the appearance of his grand-daughter, 
than of his wife; ſhe was wrapped up in 


her long baize cloak, but her hair was done 


up prettily with flowers and topaz combs, 
and a few diamond ſprigs, without any 
cap; the Governor was alſo in his cloak, 


and there had been ſome freſh powder 
thrown upon his antient wire wig, ſince 
the morning: he took his place on the 


Lady's right-hand, deſiring Valere to fit on 
her left; Lord Freeman fat next Valere, 


and a prodigious fat man, in an Officers 
uniform, with the Croſs of Malta at his 


breaſt, ſat next the Governor; his name 


was Don Joao, and the company gave him 


the title of Excellency ; he did not ſay a 
word the whole time of dinner, but he ate 


and drank very ſucceſsfully and with great 


apparent 
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apparent ſatisfaction, and laughed immode- 
rately, when the Governor or Lady hap- 


pened to ſay what they wiſhed to be taken 


for a witty thing, his eyes quite diſappear- 


ing on ſuch occaſions, and his prominent 


belly heaving and being affected with ſtrong 


convulſive motions. The reſt of the com- 


pany, which was numerous, took their places 
according to their ranks; the Carving 
Knight“ at the lower end of the table, ſerv- 


ed the company round, who were ſtiff and 


ceremonious, neither was the aid of the 
cheering glaſs called in, to exhilarate the 


gueſts, but it ſeemed as if the water, of 


which they took deep draughts, produced 

the ſame effect: his Excellency Don John, 
in particular, ſwilled down a three-pint 
tumbler, brimful of the cryſtal liquor, at 
a draught, and made Lord Freeman ſtare. 
At laſt, the Governor called for awine-glals, 


into which was poured about a thimbleful 


be An office of honour, which ſtill exiſts at Court, and in 


ſome Noblemen's families in Portugal, on e 
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ok that liquor, and he drank to our healthy J 
ve took the opportunity, as well as Valere, 
tO return the compliment, but had our 
glaſſes better filled, and this we repeated 
twice more to the healths of the Lady and 
olf Don John. One of the Prieſts, who 
- ſeemed to be a wag, called for wine repeat- 
: edly, on which the Lady began to rally 
him, and told him, he drank like a Maure- 
oato® or an En gliſhman; here the Governor 
calling for another drop of wine, drank to 
the King of England's health, putting the 
glaſs to his lips, but did not taſte the liquor 
either time; the Prieſt drank again, and 
talked, and it ſoon appeared he was the 
eſtabliſhed wit of the company; the Lady 
ſimpered, and Don John continued to 
* The Maufegatos are a ſort of great Fraternity of Car- 
riers of Goods upon mules, through many of the interior pro- 
vinces of Spain; they are the Harrieros Yangue/es of Don 
Quixote, and are remarkable for their fidelity, with regard 


to any truſt committed to their care, and for never admitting 


perſons of equiyocal characters into their Society. 


laugh, 
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: laugh, as the French ſtile it, @ gorge deployee, 

or with all his might. As ſoon as din- 
ner was over, a folding door behind the 
Lady opened, and the company paſſed 
into the next apartment, where the De{- 
ſert, conſiſting of ſweetmeats and fruit, 


was ſet out on a much ſmaller table; 
the company took their ſeats, and was 


not crowded, for above half of them had 
diſappeared. | 


The principal luxury of a Portugueſe er en- 


tertainment, as I find, conſiſts in the Deſ- 


ſert; each of the company takes one or 
more 1 poonfuls | of liquid ſweetmeat, D and 
the more it is charged with ſugar, the more 


reliſhing it is eſteemed: a ſervant ſtands 


behind each chair with a large tumbler 
filled with very cold water, which. they 


drink immediately after the ſweetmeats. 
Their Epicureans and refiners in the plea - 
lure of eating (ſuch as D. John) drink olf 


the water ſlowly, in order to protract the 
delightful ſenſation the cold water raiſes in 
12 TS the 
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the palate, when mixed with the ſweet⸗ 
meat it had juſt before been ſo ſtrongly 
impreſſed with ; and which, they aſſert, 


very far exceeds the reliſh of the fineſt 


wine that can be drank. It is true, the 
water-drinkers in Spain, as well as in 
this country, who, eſpecially among the 
higher ranks, are by far the majority of 
both nations, diſtinguiſh with wonderful 
nicety every gradation of difference be- 
tween the reſpective waters they taſte, 
and which would be totally impercepti- 
ble to us, who have our ſenſe of taſting 
comparatively dull and blunted, by the 
frequent uſe of wine and other i intoxicat- 
ing liquors. | 

But to return: The company afterwards 
ate of the different fruits, and drank a 
glaſs of Malmſey Madeira, which was ſet 
upon the table in ſmall half-pint bottles, 
with very ſmall glaſſes, gilded about the 
edge; but we could not drink the wine, it 
being lo [weet and luſcious. After much 
converſation 
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converſation about nothing, coffee appear- 
ed, and Lord Freeman took an opportunity 
of aſking the Governor's permiſſion to viſit 
the Fort la Lippe—Valere gave him a pull 
by the ſleeve; but too late, to prevent his 
having a refuſal, The Governor, very 
properly referred to Valere himſelf; to wit- 
neſs the poſitive orders they had from 
Court, that no perſon whatever, who was 
not actually an Officer in the ſervice; ſhould 
be permitted to ſee it: That another Eng- 
liſh traveller, alſo an Officer, had paſled 
that way about a year before; and had 
been extremely deſirous of ſeeing it, with- 
out its being poſſible to indulge him, for 
the ſame reaſon; The Governor expreſſed 
much regret at not being able to comply 
with our requeſt; ſaid; that we might viſit 
the whole Garriſon and Fort St. Lucia with | 
the Major General, and deſired the favour 
of our company on the Glacis the next day 
forenvon, when he would order out one of 
the Regiments of the Garriſon, to ma- 
Vol. I. M neaeuvre 
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nœuvre before us; we thanked him, aſſur- 
ing him we would wait upon him, after 
which, we for that time took our leave. 
Me did not go to our Seſta“, as every 
body elle did, but with Mr. de Valere per- 

ambulated the ramparts of the Garrifon, 
which we found in good order, and every 


thing in its place, owing to the care and in- 
duſtry of Valere, who explained to us 
hate ver was neceſſary for our inſtruction 
or information :; we found the ſoldier's bar- 
racks and the calemates, of which there 
had been many conſtructed lately, very 
clean, decent and comfortable, | the loldiers | 


* In warm countries, fuch as Italy, Spain and Portugal, 

where, generally ſpeaking, the weather i is clear, and the in- 

| babitants are moſtly in the practice of riſing much earlier 
chan in England, the human body cannot furniſh ſpirits lui 
cient to reſiſt the effects of the violent heat, through the 
whole day, without ſome refreſhment; it is therefore the 
anixerſal practice to go to fleep for ſome hours after din- 
ner, Which in thoſe countries is over early, and this time of 
repoſe, which Iaſls for two or three hours, is in Portugal called 


the Seſta, and in Spain the Sieſta. 
7 * 
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appeared well dreſſed, and had a martial 
air. Mr. de Valere offered to mtroduce us 
to the Nuns of St. Claire, which is there 
reckoned a compliment; but Lord Freeman 


declined it, agreeing however, to accom- 
pany him in the evening to the Biſhop's Pas 
| lace, where chere is a ſort of aſſembly, and 
where we might play a rubber of whiſt. 
Pray, Sir, (ſaid Lord Freeman to Valere) 
who was the monſtrous fat Officer who ſat 
next the Governor at dinner? A beaſt, (re- 
plied the other) an animal, a true emblem 
and epitome of Portuguele Nobility, mais 
n' allez pas croire Meſſieurs que ce ſoit la 
Matiere qui penſe, ou bien ſi ccJui-la poſ- 
lede le don de penſer Il ne emploit que 
ſur le manger et le boire et a ſe procurer 
des bardaches. He is one of four brothers, 
like himſelf, of an antient family; the eldeſt 
of them, in poſſeſſion of an ample family 
eſtate, married a daughter of the late Mi- 
niſter, whom he hated and deſpiſed ; but 


ſo circumſtanced, that making uſe of his 
0 . . reaſon 


_ reaſon for once in his life-time, he diſco. 
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vered, that it was better to be bound by 
marriage, than by four thick ſtone walls. 
Theſe brothers, whoſe family name is 


Vilhena, will fit and drink you any quan- 


tity of wine or punch with the Engliſh, or 
of water with their countrymen, without 


being the leaſt affected with either. Dur- 


ing the campaign of 1762, and for ſome 
years after, when there were ſtill many 


Engliſh Officers in this fervice, they made 


repeated attacks upon thele brothers, in 
the way of drinking punch, wine, or any 
other ſtrong liquor, and were conſtantly + 
foiled and carried off the field, while the 


brothers remained triumphant, Here is, 
indeed, true animal life, without perception, 
or information of any kind, bodies without 


ſouls, eating, drinking and fleeping, the 


chief end and buſineſs of the noble family 
of the Vilhenas; however, it were devoutly 


to he wiſhed, that all the brethren of the 
Nobility, were as innocent and harmlels as 


5 N * bs L. 8 f . . > they 
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they are: The Gentleman you ſaw, is the 


youngeſt brother, and is Colonel of the Re- 


giment of Cavalry of this Garriſon, but 
has not mounted on horleback theſe five or 
ſix years paſt, as it has not been poſſible to 
find a horſe able for his weight; fo that, I 
ſuppoſe, after increaſing a little more in 


magnitude, he will be appointed as his 


other brothers have been ſueceſſively, when 


unfit for other duty, nominal Governors of 
ſome old Fort or Caſtle, to give them the 
privilege of wearing a ſcarlet coat with a 


broad lace upon it, and of waddling into 
Court on a holiday, to kiſs her Majeſty's 
hand, 7 SN 
Lord Freeman returned to the charge, 
and begged to know, why ſo great a part of 
the company retired immediately after din- 
ner, and did not come into the deſert? To 
anſwer that queſtion (ſaid Mr. de Valere) 


vill, Iam afraid. carry me too far at pre- 


lent ; however, you muſt know, my Lord, 


that we have here a number of books of 
M3 regulations, 
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regulations, for the diſcipline, cloathing, 


ceconomy and ſo forth, of the troops, indeed 


too many of them, and perhaps chiefly for 


that reaſon, ſo little minded or obſerved, 
Count la Lippe's regulations not excepted ; 


but we have one book entitled, The ferfett 
Portugueſe Captain, written many years ago, 


and highly applauded and approved of by 
the Holy Office and twenty Prieſts or Friars 
of different Orders; this book is ſtill held 


in high eſteem, by the Nobility and princi- 
pal perſons of the Army; it contains indeed 
little or nothing concerning the military 


duty of the Officer, which has not been 


abrogated by more modern regulations; but 
on the other hand, it is quite the mirror of 


politeneſs and decorum : It teaches the Of. 


ficer how many plaits he is to have in his 
{hirt, and how many curls in his wig, the 


exact breadth of the lace on his coat, how 


he is to bow and kneel, when he comes into 
a room, as you ſaw them this day kneel ta 


the Lady; it n to the n after 
the 
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the moſt diffuſe and:edifying: manner, all 


his duty as a Catholic Chriſtian, the nature 


of all the Sacraments, and how he is to re- 
ceive them, proves the truth of the real 
preſence ſo forcibly, as to convince all who 


before believed it, compares his kneeling 


at the altar to eat the Deity, to the honour 


of fitting down at table-to dine with his 85 


General, and he is particularly careſul in 


directing the Subaltern and Captain how 
they are to behave in this ſolemn act; tells 
them, they are to keep their eyes modeſtly 


fixed on the plate or diſh immediately be- 


fore them; that they are to tuck one end of 


the table-napkin under their chin, and to 
place the other under-the plate they eat off; 
that they are to hold the ſpoon or knife 
in the right-hand, and the fork in the left; 


with many other directions of equal conſe- 
quence; and that, moſt particularly, as ſoon 


as dinner is over, andthe deſert ſerved, and 
before the General ſhall eat his {weetmeat, 


every Subaltern who ſhall happen to be at 


M 4 : table 


„ 
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table muſt riſe up and retire, and this was 
the true reaſon why ſo many Officers did 
not come in, as you ſaw this day, ta the 


; deſert. 


Lord Freeman enquired what could be 


the meaning of ſuch a humiliating diſtinc- 
tion towards the Subalterns of the Army? 
Mr. de Valere told him, he believed it was 
becauſe at the time that book was written, 
and till Count la Lippe's regulations took 


place in 1763, no Subaltern had a commiſ- 


fon ſigned by the King; but their authori- 
ty to act as Subalterns, was only ſigned by 


the Captains of the reſpective companies, | 
and by the Vedor Geral* of the Province 
where the Regiment happened to be at the 
time of ſigning; the Subalterns being then 
generally taken, as they ſtill continue moſt- 


ly 10 be, ir OM the menial ſervants of the 
Nobility. = . 


* The Paymaſter-General eſtabliſhed formerly in every 
province, bat aboliſhed in 176 3 when there was a Treaſurer- 
General of the Army appointed in Liſbon. 
C + I mult 
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I muſt conclude here fox the preſent ; but 
ſhall in my future. letters, and before I leave 
this place, continue my account of the in- 
formation we got from General Valere, and 

of his own adventures, which really would 


appear very like a tale made at pleaſure, 
were he not a character of the moſt acknow- 
ledged uprightnels and veracity; and I be- 
lieve you will by this time have formed no 
'very elevated opinion of the Portugueſe 
Subaltern Officers; you will indeed judge 
of them and of every thing elſe I relate, by 
the facts and circumſtances I mention, and 
which are unqueſtionable ; and not by any 
opinion of mine, when I venture to give it, 
which is ſubject to error, and to convey mil- | 
taken information. Adieu. 
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LETTER X. 
8 Caſtle "VR 1778, 


DEAR BROTHER, 


VW HAT a delightful country might this 
be made, and would ſoon become, were it 
in che hands of the Engliſh, French or Iriſh, 
inſlead of the ſlovens who now: poſſeſs it! 
An our perambulations here this morning 
we happened to ſtumble into the Convent 
of the Capuchin Fryars; indeed our atten- 


tion was called thither by a ſhrieking we 
heard of womens' voices as we paſſed by 


the door of the Church; on entering, we 
ſaw two of the Fryars dreſſed in the Sur- 
plices and Stolas, ſtanding before the great 


Altar, and reading from their Breviary the 


Ofiice of Exorciſm of Demomacks, on thoſe 


poſleſſed 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS, ma 


poſſeſſed with unclean Spirits. Before them 
there lay upon the ground three women, 
dreſſed in black pettœoats and a fort of veil 
or mantle, which covers the head and the 
whole body down to the knees or lower, 
and is indeed the univerſal dreſs of all the 
women in Church, Two of theſe women 
howled piteouſly, and the other was ſhriek- 
ing and tearing her hair, and making the 
ſtrangeſt contortions of her features, and 
the more ſo each time the Acolyte, accord- 
ing to the form preſcribed, ſprinkled them 
with the holy water, by means of a pretty 
large bruſh he dipped into it; but in a 
ſhort time the Devil ſeemed to leave them! 
For my part I had ſeen and heard ſo much 
of thoſe miſerable tricks chat I left them; 
Lord Freeman obſerving, that the two 
Fryars were tall ſtout-looking young men, 
and in his opinion extremely proper for ex- 
orciſing the women; and we afterwards | 
were told, that they were the only two 'of 
the whole Convent ſkilled 1 in the art of eX- 

orciſin g. 
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orciſing, and as ſuch ſent for all over that 


part of the country. 


But this is not what I wanted to men- 


tion. — On leaving the Church we walked 
into the Cloiſter, and finding a door open, 


paſſed through into the garden or orchard 


of the Convent; there we met ſeveral of 
the Reverend Fathers, Who were baſking 


in the ſun, and on finding which was the 
Father Guardian, we made up to him, po- 


litely ſaying, we hoped he would excuſe 
the liberty our curioſity had prompted us 
to take of viſiting his garden, upon the 
condition of which we paid him a compli- 
ment, though it little deſerved it, His 
Reverence upon this was very gracious, 


and among other plants he ſhewed us the 
real Tea-tree growing there, in a good; and 
flouriſhing condition : he ſaid it had been 


. planted there many years ago by a Fryar 
of their Convent, who had brought it with 
him either from Japan or China, he could 
not tell which, whither he had been {ent 


* * <> 
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as a Miſſionary. The fact is, that I ſaw it 16 | 
| $ . ED | * ONS 1 i 
growing in their garden in the open air, | | 
and to convince us of it, he gave us fome — 
of the dried leaves he had gathered ſome „ 


time before, as the other Fathers witneſſed, 
which we brought with us, and made tea of 
them for breakfaſt, and I may ſaſely ſay, I 
never drank any tea more palatable. 

You will remark, that all this is out of 

my road, as in fact it is, but I could not 
well avoid mentioning it as paſſing under 
my eye here; 1 ſhall now proceed to Mr. 

. de Valere." ESI 
Ihe extraordinary account he had given 

us of the Subalterns of the Army being 
compoſed of the Servants of the Nobility, 
had raiſed our curioſity to know, what ſuch 
an abuſe was to be aſcribed to; this Mr. de 

Valerè ſaw, but knowing he had not then 
time to enter into ſuch a diſcuſhon, remind- 
ed us it was then time to repair to the 
Biſhop's, as we had agreed, and thither we 

accordingly went. On the way Mr. de Va- 
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tere told us, that this Biſhop was come of a 
noble family of Engliſh extraction; that he 
ofien boaſted he had Engliſh ribs in his 
body, and would certainly receive us very 
- graciouſly ; and that, as to his perſonal 
character, he was the molt intriguing; miſ- 
 chievous Eccleſiaſtick he had ever been ac- 
quainted with; that he made it his buſineſs 
to quarrel with every Governor appointed 
to the Garriſon, by exciting falſe accuſas 
tions and informations againſt them, and 
by aſperſions, through intermediate per- 
ſons, on their characters; that he differed 
with an Engliſh Governor who was ap- 
pointed there during the war, an Officer 
of very great reputation and abilities, un- 
der the pious pretext, that a perſon of the 
fair ſex had come from Liſbon to viſit him, 
which ſcandalized the Biſhop's pretended 
delicacy, at the ſame time he himſelf kept 
a couple of miſtreſſes in the houſe with 
him, under the denomination of nieces, 
1 with 
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with whom we would moſt likely play 
cards that very evening. 

We were now got to the gate of the epiſ- 
copal Palace, were announced and uſher- 
ed into a large ſaloon, tolerably well fur- 
niſhed, and hung with crimſon damaſk, 
where there was already ſome company aſ- 

ſembled. After ſome time, the Biſhop came 
in, preceded by three young Eccleſiaſticks, 
and followed by his two nieces; the com- 
pany paid their reſpetts, and we were pre- 
ſented and received with great cordiality; 
many queſtions were aſked concerning our 
travels, how we liked the country, and 
about the war in America? of which the 
Biſhop ſeemed to have the moſt confuſed 
ideas; after much ceremony and time, ſal- 
vers of dry ſweetmeat and glaſſes of water 
were offered to the company, after which 
ſome bad tea and coffee were handed about ; - 
theſe being removed, the card- tables were 
placed ; the Biſhop requeſted Lord Free- 

man to draw a card for his own party, 


com- 


1 q wry OO Io ee —— — . i 
1 N e ee eee aan 1 15 


- "RT, WR” 0 E TIE PIECE PET FY dtc, 
8 2 tk 
* a. ae 


"4 


2 
— 


—_— —ͤ ——ů— 


— ve „ — 
——— — — 


. Oy ttt. 


158 - SKETCHES OF. 


tompoſed of the Governot, who had juff 


then come in, and his youngeft niece ; or! 
trawing for partners, the niece ſell to Lord 
Freeman's ſhare, and the two old Gentle: 


men Were. beat hollow the fifſt fubber, 


with which the Lady ſeemed {6 pleaſed; 


chat ſhe inſiſted on not drawing for partners 
for the ſecond, during which Lord Free- 
man thought it was tzme to correſpond wil 


fome gentle ſqueezes he had felt repeatedly 


upon his tes, While playing the firſt rub- 


ber, but would not thenventuretortake the 
fnalleſt motion till he could affure himſelf 
they proceded from the Lady, and not per- 
haps accidentally from one of the two Gen- 


tlemen on his right or left; by caſting his 


eye unperceived under the table, as they 
began the ſecond rubber, he ſaw the Lady's 


feet ſtretched out very well towards his on, 
and had no more doubt of the part he was 


a | | 
to act, and the play now went on both un- 
der the table and above it, and the two 
young perſons came off again victorious; 
| at 
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at the third rubber the Biſhop inſiſted they 
mould draw for partners, which being done, | 
the Lady drew Lord Freeman, and the two 
| veterans again attacked them with no ber. 
ter ſucceſs than before. | 
1 played at another table, and had the 
honour « of the other niece for my partner 
che whole evening, in which we played only 
5 two rubbers, and came off victorious alſo ; 
our opponents, one of whom was an Offi- 
cer, and the other a Judge, dreſſed in his 
gown, with a large croſs at his breaſt, took 
up much of our time in abuſing, and find- 
ing fault with each other's play ; 3 and dur- 
ing their altercations, 1 obſerved, that they 
gave each other the lye direct repeatedly, 
without the leaſt appearance of offence on 
either fide, or of any emotion of ſurpriſe | 
among the ſ e who were nume- : 
rous. ww 
It was now time to | retire; he Biſhop 
ſeemed very gracious, and the two Ladies, 
who had been both ſucceſsful, appeared 
% M-: very 
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very happy; Lord Freeman's partner 


_ thanked him for having aided her ſo effec- 
tually in winning two broad pieces from the 
Governor. The Biſhop, himſelf, on our tak- 

ing leave, attended us to the door, alluring 
us, he would pay us his reſpe&ts in perſon, 


and offering us, ma long ſtring of com- 
mon-place compliment, his Palace, him- 


ſelf, his Cathedral and every thing elſe he 


poſſeſſed. all at our ſervice and command. 


On our return home, Valere told us very 


frankly, that, had it not been on our ac- 
count, he would not have drivelled away 


ſo much of his time among a ſet of people, 


Whoſe kindeſt wiſh to him was, that his 


throat were cut ; I obſerved to him, that 


it muſt then be an uncomfortable feel to 


live among fuch people, in which he al- 


ſented heartily , and added with a ſigh, that 
he could give us ſuch an account of his fi- 


tuation as would appear almoſt incredible; 


that, had he been an Engliſhman, he cer- 


tainly - would have e out his own 
| 5 brains, 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 179 


brains; with half the provocation he has 
had to do it; but; that the conſideration of 


an infant family, entirely dependent on 


himſelf, was what had chiefly reſtrained 
him. Lord F reeman then informed him of 


the dumb intrigue he had commenced at 


the Biſhop's under the table, and aſked him, 
if all the women of quality of the countiy 


were of ſuch facility of addreſs ; in matters 


of gallantry? The Frenchman laughed hear- 
tily at the recital, and ſaid, that in that way 
alſo he could relate to us ſuch adventures 


chat gallantry in Portugal required great 


{kill, patience and addreſs; that! it Was dan 


gerous, by no means on che part of the La- 
dies, who of themſelves are the beſt and the 


kindeſt creatures imaginable, but on ac- 
count of the jealous eyes of male and fe- 


male Arguſes, with which the object 1 in 


queſtion i 18, to her infinite regret, conflant- : 


ly ſurrounded; for the mothets well know, 


by experience, chat chis is the beſt ſecurity 
: they can have for the preſervation of their 
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"daughters virtue ; but that on ſuch occa- 


ſions, when the unmerciful knife was once 


unſheathed, it ſeldom returned to its ſcab- 
bard without doing miſchief; that intrigue | 


here was as different from the ſame thing 


in Paris or London, as the two greateſt op- 
poſites, and muſt be as differently managed: 
here we were called to ſupper. 


The next day we were on the Glacis at 


the time appointed; the firſt Regiment of 
the Garriſon was drawn out and Waiting 


for the Governor; the uniform was new 


and well put on, it was blue turned up with 
ſcarlet, with a white cape and orange - co- 
loured cuffs, a white waiſtcoat and yellow 
breeches; ſuch, it ſeems, was the late Count 
la Lippe's taſt in the compoſition of uni- 
forms: Soon after the Governor appeared, 
preceded by all the Staff Officers of the 
Garriſon on horſeback ; he was himſelf 


mounted on a fine capering horſe, with a 


full- pique ſaddle, riſing ſix inches above the 
| ſeat belore, and as many behind, with large 


embroi- 
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embroidered furniture, adorned with lon g 


gold fringes and taſſels; he was followed 


by two ſervants with two led horſes, and 
two other ſervants mounted allo, with ſad- 


dle-cloths having his Arms embroidered on 


them, expoſed and ſuſpended over the left | 


arm of each; there was likewiſe a large cloth 


portmanteau, of the colour of the livery, 


| ſtuffed full, and with his Arms wrought 
upon it, fixed on the ſaddle before each ſer- 
vant; when the Governor approached the 
line, he was received with preſented arms, 


with the three ruffs, and the colours drop- 
ped; the exerciſe then followed, and the 
manceuvres, which were pertormed with 
tolerable exactneſs. 5 

The Governor returned to his Garriſon 
in the ſame parade with which he had 


iſſued ; and we rode with Valere round its 
environs, as well as thoſe of F orts St. Lucia 

and la Lippe. As we were riding about, I 
am ſurpriſed, General Valere, (faid Lord 
F reeman | to him) that, ſituate as you ap- 
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pear to be in this country, you have not the 
fineſt Army in the world; a fine climate, 
you certainly have hardly any conflicts 
Vith the elements, like thoſe we are daily 
expoſed to in our Northern regions; your 


* . — —. 
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is | HEE we 
1 men, as you tell me, are well cloathed and 
| f appointed, then what ſhould poſſibly pre- 
N „ 1 . 9127 2 . 2 | 

; | vent their being always in excellent order? 


Alas! my Lord, (ſaid Valere) did you ever 
hear of an Army without Officers, or can a 
fingle Regiment or company be {aid to exiſt 
without them ? here again you bring me 
Into a field, it is not in my power to tra- 
verſe over with you now; you know the 
Governor and ſome ofthe principal Officers 
of the Garriſon dine with me to-day, it is 
time for us to wait upon them. Before you 
leave us, I hope to be able to fatisfy you 
on every ſubject we have yet touched upon, 
mean time what preſſes moſt muſt be firſt 
attended to: on ſaying this, we all return- 


ed to the Garriſon. 
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The Biſhop was this day hkewiſe of the 
party, Mr. de Valere having requeſted that 
honour of him the preceding evening; the 
company met about one o'clock, the uſual 
hour of dinner in this country; Valere 
had an old French ſoldier in his ſervice for 
many years, who was an excellent cook 
upon occaſions ; this man was ſet to work, 
aſſiſted alſo by his maſter's own directions, 
and ſent them in a dinner much beyond 
every thing the Biſhop or the Governor 
could produce; the fricaſſees, the petits pa- 
tes and the piquant ſauces of a delicate a- 
ricot, and a diſh of fine red-legged perdriæx 
aux choux, tickled their palates moſt agree- | 
ably, and obtained the higheſt encomiums. 
As the Portugueſe, in general, live very ab- 
ſtemiouſly, excepting in the affair of ſweet- 
meats, that may be one reaſon, when they 
fit down to a real good dinner, that they 
eat without mercy, as it happened on the 
preſent occaſion; the Biſhop and the Gover- 
nor ate like a couple of ploughmen, and D. 
N44 Jobn 
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_ Valere had ſome dozens of old Burgundy in 
his cellar, and thou ght this was A good oc 
caſion to produce them; he therefore or- 
dered a bottle of it to be ſet upon the table, 
= near each of the gueſts, giving us before- 


Lord Freeman filled his glaſs, and drank to 
the health of the Governeſs, Valere and 
Don John ſupported him, and the Biſhop 
could do no leſs; the ſame was ſeverally 
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John like a monſter. Mrs. Valeré did not 
appear, though ſhe was within hearing; 


hand a hint of his intention: at dinner : 


repeated to the Biſhop's two nieces, the 


Engliſhmen's politeneſs was acknowledged 


by their drinking at the ſame time with 


us; all was now mirth and converſation, 


and the Burgundy had viſibly diſſipated the 
cloud which uniformly lowered upon the 


| Biſhop's brow; he filled his glaſs and drank 


to the health of the King and Queen of | 


England, immediately after which a gene- 


ral diſcharge of the artillery of the Garriſon 
was heard ; as s ſoon as It was proper after 
| war ds, 
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wards, Lord Freeman filled his glaſs to the 
brim, and, ſtanding up, drank to the health 
of the King and Queen of Portugal, in - 
which the whole company joined, and ano- 
ther diſcharge of the artillery followed: 
Don John talked this day, as well as laughs 
ed exceſſively, and called vociferoufly for 
more wine; he, the Biſhop and Governor 
all enquired of Valere, from whence he had 
his wine? for ſuch they had never before 
taſted ; they were no leſs inquiſitive con- 
cerning his cook, praiſed his dinner extras 
vagantly, and wiſhed they had ſuch wine 
and ſuch a cook of their own; like children 
who defire to poſſels every thing they 
reckon valuable, which 1 155 ſee in che 
: poſſeſſion or others, . - 
The deſert and coffee bein g over, the 
Biſhop and Governor both declared they 
had never ate and drank ſo much, and ſeem- 
ed vaſtly pleaſed, but deſired their carriages 
might come to the door, for chat they alſo 
never had more occaſion to * the ſeſta. 
Before 
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Before he took his leave, the Biſhop infiſted 
Lord Freeman and the reſt of the company 
ſhould dine with him the next day; the Go. 


vernor conſented, provided they all dined 


with him the day following. Things being 


thus ſettled, the company ſeparated. 


We now propoled viſiting the City of 
Badajox, at three ſhort leagues diſtance in 


the Spaniſh Eſtremadura, the Garriſon of 
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Campo: mayòr, che field of battle of che 
lines of Elvas, fqught in 1658, with every 


other ſituation, according to the plan we 


had laid down, and which John Carlos had 


hitherto been ſo active in helping us to exe- 


cute. Upon communicating our ſcheme to 


Mr. de Valerè, he inſiſted on accompanying 
us, and approved much of ſuch an idea; 


we all rode to Badajòx next morning early, 
| returning to the Biſhop's to dinner, 


The ſame evening, Valere told us, that, 


to convince us how much he was diſpoſed 


to forward and aſſiſt our military reſearches 
in this country, he would indulge us with 
: e 
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the peruſal of a paper in his poſſeſſion, of 
great value, both on account of the cha- 
racter of the writer, and particularly of the 
ſubject matter it treats of, ſo intereſting to 
whoever ſhall in future be charged either 
with the attack or defence of the land fron- 
tiers of Portugal: In ſact, this paper was no | 
other than an authentic copy of a memorial NH 
of the Campaign of 1762 in Portugal, com- 11 
poſed for the King, by the late Mareſhat 
General Count la Lippe, who commanded 
the Portugueſe and Englih forces, acting 
on this frontier, againſt the united forces of 
France and Spain, who were at leaſt ve 
or fix times their number. 
"WE greedily ran over the whole manu- 
ſeript that very evening, and after retiring 
to our bed-chambers I had began to copy it, 
but would not proceed without Valere's 
permiſſion, which we requeſted and obtain- 
ed the next morning as we again rode out, 
teſtifying to Mr. de Valer at the fame time, 
our. unfeigned ſenſe of the weighty obliga- 
tion he had now laid us under—With this 


| copy | 
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copy in our hand (ſaid Lord Freeman) we 
will now viſit Valencia d' Alcantara and all 
the frontier to the Tagus; we will examine 
the famous pals of that river at Villa Velha, 
vith the grounds which General Burgoyne 
occupied; we will go over thoſe rugged 
and barren mountains the Mareſhal General 
defcribes ſo minutely ; we will go as far as 
Almeida, and, if we have time, even to 
the banks of the Douro, where General 
O'Hara oppoſed Count O'Reily's entrance 
into the Beira on that ſide. My dear Valere, 
(added he) it 1s not in my power to tell you 
how much you have obliged us. 

We had gone that morning to viſit the 
_ Garriſon of Campo-mayor and the frontier 
between that and Elvas, which is all in- 
tereſting ground, but were obhged to re- 
turn ſooner than we wiſhed, on account of 
the Governor's dinner : I hate theſe great 
dinners of ceremony, (ſaid Lord Freeman) 
they break in upon the whole day, and run 
away with a great deal of time, miſem- 


ployed 
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ployed in guzzling and grimace, or at beſt 


in idle vague diſcourſe about Fidalgos, or 


Nuns, or bull-feaſts, or ſhooting the wild 


boar; all which appear to me ſo tedious 
and impertinent—now, my dear General, 


(continued he) before we go, you muſt 


favour us with your own ideas of the paſt 

and preſent ſtate of your Army, ſince you 
have known it, as you gave us room to 
hope you would do; I am ſo much the 


more deſirous of this, as I have every rea- 


| ſon to believe we ſhall not meet with ang- 


ther Officer in the ſervice, who can ad 


us ſo completely on the ſubject. 


Mr. de Valere replied, that he hoped we 
would give him credit for his good will to 
oblige us, from what he had already done. 


in that way, and he was reſolved not now 
to ſtop ſhort ; to-morrow, he ſaid, we had 
no engagement abroad, that after riding in 
the morning, we would dine quietly toge- 


ther, and he would give us ſome detail of his 
own adventures, in which he might ſay, 
5 a pret- 
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a pretty good account of the Army was 


neceſſarily interwoven ; and he affured us, 


every information he gave us {ſhould be 


dictated by truth. and impartiality, let 
praiſe or blame fall where they would; and 


that for the greater certaitity, he would 


confine himſelf to what ſell within the com- 


paſs of his own practice and experience. 


Ihe great dinner at the Governor's be- 


ing got through, that very evening when 
we retired, Mr. de Valere told us, that as it 
had been impoſſible to ſhew us the inſide of 


the Fort la Lippe, which was ſo well worth 
our obſervation, he would make up that 


loſs to us after the beſt manner in his power; 
he then produced for our inſpection all 


his papers of the plans of the ſame ; the 
_ elevations, ſections, and profiles of the 


whole from the great ciſtern below, to thoſe 


= every other part ; that of the gallery 


which runs round under the covered way, 
the galleries d' ecoute, or whiſpering galle- 
rie: the detached works and the branchings 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 29% 


of the mines; the ſcouringand flanking guns, 
mounted fo as to plunge down the moun- 
tain, at all the acceſſible places; the quick 
methods of undoing the barracks and para- 


pets, and of forming new batteries with 


diſpatch ; that of raiſing the guns at the 
ſaillant angles, ſo as to traverſe in any di- 
rection at the moment of firing, with the 
method of lowering them for loading im- 
mediately after; his hand powder-mills for 
making any quantity of powder on any 

emergency, from the materials kept in ſtore 
ready for uſe ; with many other inſtances 
of the Count la Lippe's ingenuity, as well 
as his own, in the conſtruction and defence 
of this important fortreſs, which, I am al- 
ſured, is the only thing in this kingdom 
really deſerving the name. | 

We were charmed with Valere's conde- 
ſcenſion, and no leſs edifyed by the peruſal. 
of what he laid before us; I copied Count 
la Lippe's memorial of the campaign, and 
returned Mr. de Valere his copy the next 


 forenoon 
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forenoon after riding, with many expreſ- 
ions of thankfulnels. 
After dinner and a diſh of copling coffee, 


Major General Valere gave us an account 
of himſelf, almoſt from his boyiſh days to 
that moment; which you cannot expect in 


this epiſtle, as it already much exceeds the 


uſual bounds. Adieu. 


LET. 


Ip 
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LETTER: M 


b Caſtel Branco, 1778. 


DAR BROTHER. 


| \ V E have been buſily reconnoitring all 


about this frontier, with the Count la 


Lippe's memorial in our hands, and, as 


military men, have been highly entertain- 


ed; though I fancy the few poor peaſants 
we met, would not find it eaſy to guels the 


reaſon two foreigners with a Prieſt, could 
have for ſcrambling upon bare rocks, and 
through a barren country only inhabited 


by goats, as we have been conſtantly do- 


ing for above this fortnight paſt, and ſlept 
laſt night, though at this advanced ſeaſon of 
the year, in our cloaks à la belle Etoile, 
vithout feeling the leaſt bad conſequences, 
%%% BR = 
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ſuch is the favourable climate of this coun. 
try; and having ſeen what we wiſhed for 
here, I believe to-morrow, or the next day, 


_ - we ſhall ſet forward for Almeida. But as 


J think Mr. de Valere's account of himſelf | 
is really an intereſting relation, ſo much 
the more ſo, as I am certain, a great part 
of it is true, and I firmly believe the whole, 
though it is impoſſible for me to aſcertain 
the truth of that part of his adventures 
| which happened before he arrived in this 
country : I ſhall endeavour to give it you 
before we leave this place, not knowing 
what other occupations we may have at 
Almeida. I muſt, on account of its length, 
ſend it in ſeparate packets, which you can 
put together after receiving them, in caſe 
you think it worth while to keep theſe let- 
ters any where apart in your cabinet. I 
' ſhall now proceed to the account in the 
_ General's own words, as nearly as a tranſ- 
lation will permit, in which I ſhall be faith- 
Rb Ke 1 
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ful and nearly literal; and I may vey 
properly Oo 


The Hiſtory of Major Ov DE 


VALERE. 


« L ought to be ſo much the happier (ſaid 


the General) in giving you ſome account 


of my life, eſpecially fince I came into this 


country, and my opinion of it, at leaſt with 


regard to the Army, as it is not likely I 


hall ever have ſuch another opportunity 
of being uſefgl to your countrymen, few 


of them ever coming this way, and to ſay 


the truth, ſtill fewer of them appearing en- 


dowed with that ſhare of affability and wil- 
kngnels to improve by travelling, without 
which it is of no uſe, and their labour and 
expence are entirely thrown away; and 
here, Gentlemen, I am ſerious, and do not ; 
mean it only as a compliment, when I tell 


you both, that the ſenſible manner I found 
you had adopted, in aſkin 8 queſtions and 
„ I —  - 
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gathering information, by induſtriouſly lay. 
ing yourſelves out for it, and deſpiſing no 
aſſiſtance offered you, was what at firſt 
engaged me in your fayour, and a farther 
acquaintance with you, ſerved to confirm 
me in the ſame diſpolition ; I have there. 
fore made it a point, to give you every aid 
Icould, and this copy of the Count la Lippe's 
memorial I look upon as an eſſential one, 
whether we. conſider it with regard to the 
helps you will draw from it in ſurveying 
this frontier with a military eye, or as a 
fine performance, well deſervin 8 the peruſal 
of every military man. 
ge that as it may, if che example of my 
ſufferings, and of the abominable uſage J 
have met with in this ſervice, can be in any 
manner uſeful to inſtrutt others in the na- 
ture of theſe people, or to deter them from 
truſting their fortunes, or miſpending their 
time among ſuch a worthleſs race, it will 
be particularly ſo to the natives of Great 
Britain, where e and commercial 
i connec- 
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connections with this country, being cloſer 
than thoſe with France, or any other coun-. 
try, ſo a greater number of Officers from 
the Britiſh ſervice has been employed in 
this; every one of whom, I will anſwer 


for it, repented and ſtill repents his folly, 


in ſuffering himſelf to be ſeduced by ap- 
pearances, into ſuch a diſagreeable ſitu- 
ation; it is indeed true, that thoſe of them 
who had it by any means in their power, 
have leſt us and retired, eſpecially ſince the 


commencement of the preſent reign, as 


ſince that period particularly every baſe and 
ſiniſter method has been practiſed to diſguſt 
them; ſo that I believe there are hardly ſix 
Officers here now, who were ever in the 
Britiſh ſervice; ſome of thoſe you will pro- 
bably meet with in your travels; and moſt. 
of them are . Officers of e amd 
merit. 
ut to begin with 1 am a native 

of Amiens in Picardy, and had my military” 
education at the ſchool of la Fere, then di- 
O 3 rected 


— 
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_ refed by the greateſt Profeſſor at that 1 time: 
in France, I mean the late Mr. Belidor, of 


- whom you mult have heard, and who had 


- ſuch an opinion of my ſmall abilities, that 
he ſcrupled not to recommend me to the 
late celebrated Mareſhal de Saxe, then run- 

ning ſucceſsfully his career of military 
fame. I was admitted into his family, and 
had the ſingular advantage of performing 
my firſt military ſervices under his eye and. 


direction; and, I may fay, without vanity, 


I bad as fair a proſpect of advancement as 
perbaps any other young Freneh Officer, 
who had no fortune but that which depend- 
ed upon the point of his word. At the 
end of my ſecond campaign, which was 
that of the battle of Dettingen, when, as 
uſual, the French Officers aſked permiſſion 
to go and divert themſelves at Paris, I beg- 
ged ſome weeks leave to come to Amiens 
to viſit my mother, reduced to a ſlate of 
widowhood during my abſence, and an 
only ſiſter, whom I dearly loved. I had 


not 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 199 


not been long at home, when I was given 
to underſtand by hints and ſurmiſes of our 
neighbours and acquaintance, that the Ba- 
ron de Romenil, then a Captain of a Regi- 
ment quartered in Amiens, had been taking 
| improper liberties with my ſiſters name; 
that he had made het frequent viſits for | 
ſome time before, but had now diſconti- 
nued them: I taxed my ſiſter with it, and 
ſhe frankly acknowledged it was true, that 
ſhe thought him the moſt amiable of men, 
that he had made her the moſt honourable 
propoſals, but that very lately and all of a 
ſudden, he had entirely diſcontinued his 
viſits to her, without aſſigning any reaſon, 
which gave her the molt W vneuſi- 
neſs. 

« F ned with this 8 Linne 
al ſent a cartel to this amiable Baron; 
telling him that the nature of his connexi- 
on with my ſiſter was ſuch, that he i 
either engage immmediately to marry her, 
or to meet me the next morning at the 
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place J appointed him ; he agreed to the 
latter part of my propoſal : we met, and I 
left him on the carreau ; I came home, and 


packing up my portmanteau, repaired to 


my maſter, the Mareſhal de Saxe, who 


Vas at that time at Dunkirk, ſuperintend- 
ing the preparations for an expedition to 


Scotland, in favour of the Chevalier de 


St. George, but which never took place; 
and I told him the affair exactly as it had 
happened. The Baron's relations were in 


the mean time making eloſe enquiry af- 


ter me, and even applications from very 


reſpectable parties were made concerning 
me to Mareſhal de Saxe himſelf; who, 


finding I was likely to be brought into 


danger, and having a great regard for me, 


diſpatched me privately to Paris, with a 
proper letter of recommendation to the 
then Secretary at War, who ſent me with 
che commiſſion of Sub- engineer of the 


Garriſon of Port Royal in Martinico, to St. 


| Maloes, where there was a large veſſel at 


that 
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that time loaded with prov ions and ſtores 
of all kinds, ready to fail for that colony; 
1 reached the veſſel a few days before ſhe 
ſailed, and found conſiderable difficulty in 
getting my paſſage till I produced Govern- 
ment's letters and orders I had for the Cap- 
tain General at Martinico, The great ca- 
bin and ſtate rooms were already occupied 
by above twenty young women, who, as 
is uſual in F rance, had bound themſelves 
to go as apprentices or ſervants to the 60- 
| lonies for a ſtipulated number of years, 
and I was obliged to put up with a ſmall 
birth the Captain offered me in a tempo- 
rary round-houſe he had made for himſelf 
on the quarter-deck. We ſailed from St. 
Maloes, and as the ſhip was large and welt 
trimmed, and the weather good, we had a + 
pleaſant paſſage acroſs the Bay of Biſcay. dh. 
The young women were frequently on 
deck, eſpecially on an evening, and as I 
was then young and gay, and played a 
little on the violin and German flute, you 
. N 5 


may ſuppoſe we ſoon ſeraped acquaint- 
ance; and as there was ſcarce another man 


on board who had the appearance of a 


— gentleman, I ſoon had more of the ladies 
company than I deſired: but, as among 


fo many it was impoſſible to remain with- 
| out forming ſome attachment, I readily 
diſtinguiſhed in Mademoiſelle de Joinville 
ſomething which made me prefer her to all 
the others; ſhe was young, and very beau- 


tiful, for a Frenchwoman, had a modeft 


and inſinuating air, which almoſt all the 
others wanted, who, it was eaſy to diſcern 


had been low-bred creatures, and of very 
regular lives, as their practices with the 


ſailors ſoon evinced. For my part, as 1 


attached myſelf only to Miſs Joinville, I 


was ſoon, with a little flattery and court- 
ſhip, admitted to her moſt intimate friend- 


ſhip, and to a ſhare of her bed in one of 


the ſtate-rooms. But our happineſs was of 
ſhort duration ; for as we. approached the 


bluſter- 
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| bluſtering Cape F iniſterre, a ſudden ſquall 
carried away our maintop-maſt and part 
of the dowſprit. Imagine yourſelves in a 
ſtorm at ſea, and in the midſt of twenty 3 
females who had never before been on ſalt 
water, retching to death and terrified with 
their ſituation ! We continued to be buffet- 
ed with ſtormy weather till we made the 
Rock of Liſbon, when the Captain declared 
the neceſſity of going into that harbour to 1 
refit before he could proceed on his voyage. 
We were but a very ſhort time in the 
harhour, buſily employed in refitting a 
little below the Caſtle of Belem, when a 
report of the female cargo we had on board 
reaching the Exchange and other parts of 
the city, we had a number of viſits from 


the ſhore of French Gentlemen, of Dutch, * 


Engliſh and Portugueſe Officers, Merchants, 
| Knights of Chriſt, Prieſts and Fryars, of all 
colours and habits; and the eloquence and 

induſtry of theſe Gentlemen was ſurpriſing, 
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as well as the art they had of fo quickly 
conciliating the affections of our ladies.s 

N for ſome of theſe began to diſappear in a a 
very few days after the viſits commenced. 
Our Captain, who like a fool, had bound 
| himſelf to deliver the ladies ſafe at Marti- 
nico, the danger of the ſeas only excepted, 
took the alarm, and applied to the French 
Conſul-General for aſſiſtance. According- 
| ly, centinels from the ſhore were planted 
on the gangways, and guard-boats round 
the ſhip, but all in vain. Jupiter deſcend- 
ed himſelf to che lap of Danae i in a ſhower. 
of gold; and by the help of only a very 
| Little gold duſt in the eyes of Portugueſe 
centinels, who were then naked, and who 
looked more like ſcare-crows than ſoldiers, 
our ladies deſcended nightly into the boats, 
which came from all ſides to fetch them. 
I did alſo all I could in aſſiſting the Captain 
to prevent theſe nocturnal elopements, but 
to no purpoſe. The Captain one night re- 
Y ceived the ſtab of a knife in the back of his 
| band, 
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hand, which had been aimed at his belly, 
and ſwore he would never riſk his perſon 
more for ſuch jades, wiſhed they were all 
at the Devil, and declared he would never 
more take ſuch a villainous cargo on board, 
In fact, the night following that accident, 
every one of them was gone, excepting 
only Miſs Joinville, who teſtified her utter 
diſapprobation of the infamous conduct of 
the others, and told me ſhe would never 
leave the ſhip while I remained! in It, and 
ſo far ſhe kept her word, 

When our ſhip was 1 o eue. 
mine what repairs would be wanting, it 
was found ſhe had not only ſuffered by the 
ſtorm conſiderably in her maſts and rig- 
ging, but that it was allo neceſſary to 
heave her partly down in the water, in or- 
der to get at ſome ſeams below the bend, 
which had opened with the working, and 
through which ſhe made water, I was 85 
yery active in lending all the aſſiſtance 1 
Foulg, which the Captain acknowledged. 

Our 
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: Our viſits from the city ceaſed with the 
cauſe of them; only the Captain of a Por- 


tugueſe Man of War, which was moored 


a a little above us in the river, would ſome- 
times come on board of us in his barge, to 
ſee how our repaits went on, and was 


indeed ſo kind as to lend us caulkers from 


dis ſhip; but as this Gentleman could not 


ſpeak French, he brought with him as his 
Interpreter, another young man, an Offi- 
cer, who ſpoke it tolerably well; this per- 
ſon viſited us daily till our repairs were 


_ near complete; and, as the Captain and 


myſelf were engaged in different employ- 


ments, the young man would walk the 
- quarter-deck, eſpecially when he obſerved 


Miſs Joinville there, to whom he always 


behaved with the greateſt politeneſs and 
reſpect; nor had we the ſmalleſt reaſon to 
ſuſpeRt that any thing but common civili- 
ies paſſed between them; a few days be- 
fore we were to ſail, our Captain received 


a card 
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a cardfromthe Captain of the Man of War 
inviting him, Miſs Joinville and myſelf to 
dine with him ; he brought me the card, 
ſaying at the ſame time he could not go, 
having ſo much to do on board; I alſo 
wiſhed to excuſe myſelf, but Miſs Jdinville 
Vas defirous to go, ſaying ſhe had never 
been on board a ſhip of war; the Captain 
declared abſolutely againſt her going, unleſs 
I would accompany her, adding, that as 
by her behaviour hitherto ſhe had proved 
herſelf to be a,perſon of honour, he would 
not riſk her out of the ſhip, without a per- 
fon he could depend on along with her; 
on ſeeing this I accompanied her, and we 
were perfefaly well received, entertained 
and conducted back to our ſhip ; ſoon after 
this, when every thing was prepared for 
| failing, and on the day immediately pre- 
_ ceding, which was a Sunday, the Captain 
of the Man of War with the young man 
came on board of us in his barge, and aſked 
DEER 1 
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the favour of our company to dine with 


him on ſhore, at his houſe near a village 


which he ſhewed us in the country, ſituated 


on a high ground about a mile from the 


beach, and where we ſhould ſee a bull- 


. feaſt in the afternoon, and he would, as 


uſual, conduct us ſafe back in his own barge 


1n the evening ; our Captain again excuſed 


himſelf, ſaying he would by no means leave 
the ſhip, now every thing was ready for 


failing, that he ſhould certainly drop down 


to the Bar by midnight's tide, and get over 


if poſſible then; Mils Joinville ſeemed very 
deſirous to go, and I confeſs, I wiſhed to 


ſee a ſpectacle quite new to me, and of 
which I had heard ſo much; and having, as 
I thought, every moral certainty of return- 


ing to the ſhip as uſual, I had not upon 


that ſcore, the ſmalleſt ſcruple in going: 


when we landed, we found two carriages 
ready to receive us, the two Gentlemen got 
into one, and Miſs Joinville and myſelf into 


the other, which had directions t to follow 
chem: . 
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them ; we travelled above an hour, as faſt 
as the mules could put feet to the ground, 
and then ſtopped only to take freſh mules 
and drivers, which were ready in waiting 
for us, and theſe we changed once more 
before we ſtopped for good, which was not 
till paſt three in the afternoon ; the, car- 
riages drove into a court-yard, ſurrounded 
with a very high wall; Miſs Joinville was 
conducted up a long flight of ſtairs without 
the houſe, and two men carried me into a 
ſort of cellar or vault, where I was confined 
and civilly treated for about three months, 
not a ſoul ſpeaking to me the whole time; 
at the end of which, I was one morning very 
early awaked and conducted to a chapel in 
the houſe, where a Prieſt was ſaying Mals, 
and II was told, as well as I could under- 
ſtand them, that if I would there take an 
oath upon the holy Evangeliſts, never to 
mention the circumſtances of my impriſon- 
ment, which, they aſſured me, had all been 
contrived by the young Lady I came in 
/ - -.- - _ 
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company with, I ſhould immediately ob- 
tain my liberty, and that if I would not 
agree to what they propoſed to me, they 
 obſerved— that dead men told no tales. 
Il thought myſelf exceedingly fortunate 
to get off at ſo cheap a rate, and agreed to 
every thing they exacted of me; they then 
gave me a piece of ſix thouſand four hun- 
dred Reis , hand- cuffed and hood-winked 
me, and put me into a cloſe chaiſe, which 
drove hard for two hours, and then ſtopped 
| for near ten or twelve hours more, as near- 
ly as I can gueſs, for I fell aſleep, and did 
not awake till I found the chaife again in 
motion; the next time it ſtopped I was 
taken out, my hand-cuffs were taken off, 
and the cloth taken from my eyes, when I 
found it was dark, and my conduRtors left 
me, wiſhing me a good night. At day- 
light, 1 found myſelf upon the quay of a 
ſmall river, which runs before a town called 
Sacavem, two leagues above Liſbon.” 


* The moſt current gold coin in Portugal, equal at par 
to one pound fixtcen ſhillings ſterling. 


What 
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What is your opinion, my dear Charles; 
ol the above recital ? has it not very much 
the air of a Novel P yet, I aſſure you, I 
believe every ſyllable of it; and I have no 
doubt that things equally as extraordinary 
happen often in this country, as well as in 
Spain, without ever being brought to light; 

every thing relating to love, or to con- 
nexion with the ſex, is here conducted with 
myſterious ſecrecy ; and the ſpitit of taci- 
turnity (which, I am convinced, has been 
forced upon the Spaniards by the horrid 
ſeverities of the Inquiſition, and is not na- 
tural to that nation) helps alſo to veil every 
other deed of darkneſs, and prevents its 
reaching the public eye. You will, I dare 
ſay, be anxious to know the ſequel; and 
that I may not keep your curioſity ina ſtate 
of unneceſſary ſuſpenſe, I will diſpatch 
another packet to you as ſoon as poſſible, 
Till * adieu. 


5 2 L E T- 


* 
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LETTER XI 
Caſtel Branco, 1778. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Gk NERAL Valere was proceeding, when 


Lord F reeman aſked his pardon, for inter- 


rupting him in ſo intereſting a narrative, 


to expreſs his ſatisfaction at finding veri- 
| fied, in the inſtance before them, what he 
had ſo often looked for in vain; which was 
every circumſtance of a well-imagined No- 


vel or Romance, realized in the narration 
he made of all the matters of fact which 


had happened to himſelf. Young John 
_ Carlos obſerved, that, in conſcience, the 


General ought not to have conſidered him- 


ſelf as bound by the oath they extorted 
from himin theChapel, which he was com- 


pelled 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 213 


pelled to take by the imminent danger his 
life was otherwiſe expoſed to. The Gene- 
ral anſwered, that the moſt preſſing buſi- 
neſs, after he had obtained his liberty, was 
to think of his own ſubſiſtence and ſelf- 
preſervation ; and that, if he had been 
really deſirous of expoſing to the world the 
baſe and cruel treatment he had received 
at his firſt ſetting out in this kingdom, it 
was not till many years after, and that he 
was ſettled in life, he himſelf had been 
able to pry into the bottom of the my- 
ſtery ; that the principal actors were at 
this time dead and gone, and that to pub- 
lin their names now, could be of no ſort 
of ſervice to him, and would only draw 
down upon himſelf the diſpleaſure of their 
relations and deſcendants, who had it even 
no very much in their power to hurt him. 
After we had all conſented very heartily to 
the juſtice and reaſonableneſs of what he 
faid, the General continued his relation as 
follows: 


P 3 Here 
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Here I found myſelf exattly like a man 
dropped from the clouds, neither know- 
ing from whence I had come, or whither 
to direct my ſteps, with a ruſty uniform, 
and the ſame ſhirt for above three months 
on my back, without any ſort of paper or 
document to tell who I was, or to engage 
any compaſſionate perſon I might meet 
with, to hear my ſtory, My fituation' 
was much more abandoned, than from the 
levity of my diſpoſition I at that time 
apprehended, and I really think it was 
better for me that I made ſo light of it: 
however, I readily fqund my way to Lil- 
bon, and indeed very ſoon learned the lan- 
guage of the country; and found a number 
of idle, lounging fellows in the Lemonade: 
ſhops,. who, for a glaſs of that liquor, con: 
verſed with me as much as I defired, and 
gave me much information; by their means 
I found my way to the French Ambaſſa- 
dor's, and got ſpeech of his Maitre d' Ho- 

tel. I was beginning my ſtory to him, 
. when, 
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when, caſting a ſupercilieus look at me, 
he aſked me if I brought any papers with 
me, or letters of recommendation? I told 
him I had not; and was about to inform 

him of the reaſons, when he told me I was 
an Adventurer; and, if I dared to appear 
any more there, he would have me taken 
up and ſent to the Gallies; and turning on 
his heel, wiſhed me a good afternoon. Re- 
turning to the Lemonade-ſhop, as vexed at 
this diſappointment as a Frenchman could 
be in my reduced circumſtances, I found 
the diſcourſe of the company aſſembled 
there, turned much on a young Nobleman 
who had returned from Paris a very ſhort 
fime before, whom they all praiſed exceſ- 
lively, of the name of Don Luiz de Por- 
tugal, a near relation, as they ſaid, of the 
| Royal family, and that he had teeth as 
long as thoſe of the Prince *, that he would 


Then Prince of Brazil, and the late King Joſeph,, who 
died on the 23d of February, 1777, and was remarkable for 
having very long fore-tceth, ps f Ss | 
P 4 ſpeak 
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ſpeak only French, and loved every thing 
belonging to the French nation; and 
though they agreed that he had obtained 
his Majeſty's leave to travel under the pre- 
text of conſulting the French phyſicians at 
Paris concerning the cure of the Gallico !, 
yet they believed he had brought much 
1 more of it back with him, than he had car- 
F | ried out. On the ſtrength of this informa. 


i 285 tion, I reſolved to wait on him and offer 
. 7 my ſervices, for my caſh was by this 
$ : | time quite gone. I was accordingly next 
i 3 „ morning introduced to his Excellency at his 


chocolate, he aſked me twenty queſtions 
in a breath ; whether I underſtood Arith- 
metic, Drawing or Mathematics, Fenc- 
4 ing or Dancing ? to all which, when I had 
3 anſwered in the affirmative, he took down 
a fiddle and defired me to walk a Minuet 
while he ſhould play. I told him I could 
play myſelf at the ſame time ; and did lo. | 


| + The venereal diſeaſe, and by me the moſt n 
| as in Portugal. | 


As 
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As ſoon * as I had done, he took me in his 
arms, and ſeemed tranſported ; expreſſed 
how ſorry he was, that being under previ- 
ous engagements to ſeveral French Gen- 
tlemen, who had done him the honour to 
accompany him from their own country in 
_ the character of humble attendants, it was 
not then in his power to entertain me, as 
he earneſtly deſired; but, he told me, he 
vould inſtantly give me a letter of intro- 
duction to his own couſin the Viſcount of 
Roſmaninhal, who had been enquirin g 
anxiouſly of him for a French Gentleman 
to inſpe& the education of his only ſon and 
heir, as he was morally certain I was ex- 
aftly the thing he wanted: accordingly I 
got the letter, delivered it, and was imme- 
diately received into the family, 
Jo enter into the œconomy of a Por- 
tugueſe Nobleman's family would carry me 
too far; however, ſomething I muſt ſay to 
explain my ſubjett: It is always more nu- 
merous than ſplendid ; a ſwarm of uſeleſs 
| _ clients 
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clients and dependants, being once at- 
tached to the family, it is conſidered as 


ipſo facto, under a ſort of obligation to feed 


and ſupport them, from father to ſon, or 
by its intereſt to provide them ſuitable eſta- 
bliſhments in the world, and to marry off 
the daughters to the beſt advantage : Her 


Excellency the Viſcounteſs of Roſmaninhal 


had above twenty female attendants, all 


| ſequeſtered in one part of the houſe ; nearly 


the ſame number of men ſervants, of dit- 


- ferent ranks and employments, was enter- 


= 
- FR e u 


tained in or about the family; as a ſpecial 
favour, I dined with the Steward and the 


Viſcount's Clerk or Secretary; ; all the others 
were on board- wages, or had rations ſerved 
out to them, and there prevailed in the fa- 
mily every exterior appearance of decency | 
and decorum ; but in fact, it was one con- 


tinued ſcene of private gallantry and in- 


trigue; the general rendezvous was every | 


morning in the Chapel, where there were 
AED, daily 
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daily four or five Maſles celebrated by the 


family Chaplains, beſides accidental ones 
by other Prieſts and Fryars, who viſited or 


confeſſed in the family ; the language and 


intercourſe of the lovers was unintelligible | 
to all but the parties immediately concern- 
ed; it was a tols of the head, an eye caſt, 
up, or thrown down, to the right or left, 


the fixing a bouquet, or the pinning of a 


flower or ribband of ſuch a colour to ſuch 


a part of the head or breaſt ; nay, the very 


throw of the long cloak over the ſhoulder, 
and the particular manner of doing ſo, con- 
veyed the hieroglyphick of their wiſhes, 


their intentions and aſſignations: Indeed it 


could hardly be otherwiſe, where a number 
of idle and healthy young men and women 
| were aſſembled under the ſame roof, with- 
out any other moral or religious principle 
of reſtraint but the fear of being diſcovered; 

and ſtimulated the more by the notion of 
the difficulties oppoſed to 102 gratification 


of 
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of their deſires, they will quickly counter- 
feit the appearance of every virtue to ac- 
. compliſh their ends; and with a little ſup- 
pleneſs and addrels, it was not long before 
I was initiated in this myſterious inter- 
courſe. I had got into the good graces of 
the Viſcount's Secretary; and this perſon 
adviſed me, that, if I wiſhed to make my 
way to any civil employment, or to the ar- 
my, my only channel was by marrying one 
of her Excellencys favourite maids, and I 
would be quickly provided for ; as for 
teaching my pupil French, or any thing elle, 
it was a thing entirely out of the queſtion ; 
his mother would never permit him to ap- 
| ply to, or do any thing he had not a mind 
for; ſo that his whole time in the morning 
was ſpent in converſing or playing at cards 
with the lacqueys in the ſtables, and in the 
afternoon he dreſſed in his uniform, and 
rode about through the city, went to the 
bull-feaſts, or did whatever elſe he liked 
beſt, I was perfectly idle, and wiſhed by 
\ almoſt 
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almoſt any means for a commiſſion in the 
Army; I had ſcraped a particular acquaint- 
ance with one of the graveſt of the Lady's 


attendants, called the Aya“, a very hand- 
ſome woman, and ſtill in her prime; ſhe 


ſmattered a little bad French, and under 
pretence of improving it, I was frequently 
admitted to her converſation ; we ſoon 
came into the practice of the family, and 


commenced a piece of gallantry, which 


was carried as far as either ſhe or I could 
deſire. She told me, after we were become 
very intimate, that ſhe had an exceeding 
great regard and friendſhip for me, and that 
if I would agree to marry her daughter, a 


very fine young girl, and alſo an attendant 
in the family, ſhe would undertake to get 


me a Captain's commiſſion in the Viſ- 
count's own Regiment. I had already ſeen 
her daughter, and excepting the circum- 


Propeily a Governeſs or DireQreſs, but in the general 
acceptation of the word, it is ſomething between that and an 
an tend. or firſt or upper Lerr ant. 


ſtance 
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| Rtance of her being fo, had no objection, 
and this I propoſed to her when we next 


talked on the ſubject; ſhe anſwered me, 


by faying, ſhe did not apprehend I was in- 


clined to be fo ſqueamiſh; that, indeed, I 


was diſpoſed © to drown myſelf in very little 
water f; that ſurely, if ſhe had no objec- 
tion, I ought to have none, to become as 
intimate with her daughter as I had been 
with herſelf; that there was no neceſſity 


for her daughter's knowing any thing of our 
connexion, which might be carried on the 
ſame after marrying her as before, without 


cauſing the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion. I temporiz- 


ea with this woman, (who was paſſionate | 

in every ſenſe of the word) and begged 
time to adviſe with my relations in France; 
in this ſhe acquieſced, provided I continued 


to be her gallant, and during this time the 
; effects of another piece of gallantry between 


her daughter and my friend the Secretary, 


+ A common Spaniſh expreſſion. | 
EE became 
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| became too viſible to be any longer con- 


cealed ; and the Viſcount and Lady made 


them marry, by which means I got out of 


the ſcrape. | TY 
had on different occaſions the honour 


of converſing with the Viſcounteſs herſelf, 


who, excepting the abſurd predilection ſhe 
ſhewed for her ſon, and which made a beaſt 


of him, really appeared to be a good, well- 
meaning Lady; and I took an opportunity 
of mentioning; to her the great deſire I had 


of ſerving in the Army; and whether ſhe 
had been informed of the propoſal her Aya 
had made me ſome time before, I know 


not, but ſhe herſelf made me exactly ſuch 


another, in favour of another young per- 
ſon of her attendants, for whom ſhe ex- 
preſſed the ſtrongeſt regard, the ſame old 
woman you ſee in the houſe with me now ; 


I married her, and got myſelf out of chat 


baſe domeſtick ſort of life. 


I was now a Captain, and wore a white 


| uniform; but as I received no fort of ap- 


pointments 
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pointments till above two years after I had 
got my commiſſion, my wife and I were 

fain to avail ourſelves of the friendly invita- 
tions of the good Viſcounteſs to dine in 

her family, as often as ſhould be agreeable 

to us; and being ſcarce ever called on to 

do any duty, I went often abroad into the 

city, and made ſome acquaintance which 

were afterwards of uſe to me. 

There were then a few looſe companies 
denominated of Artillery, compoſed of 
old coblers, invalids and other traſh, who 
were ſo much deſpiſed that nobody would | 
ſerve among them, who had intereſt to be 
placed any where elſe; but as I always had 
affected that branch of the ſervice, in con- 
ſequence of the excellent leſſons I had from 
Mr. de Belidor at la Fere, I eafily obtained 
a change to one of thoſe companies, being 
ſenſible that if there ſhould ever come a call 
for an Army, the neceſſary improvements 
= i that corps, mult be greater t than in any 
| other 
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i other of the Army, and of courſe I ſhould 


have a better chance for preferment. 
e Year rolled on after year, the Army 
Nil neglected and daily growing worle, the 


Officers dying out, and none appvinted to 


replace them, ſo that many Regiments 


came to be commanded by Subalterns or 


| non-commulioned Officers. The only uſe 
| | King John the Fifth made of his troops was 


to dig and carry the ſtones to build a mag- 


nificent Church and Convent, for three 


hundred idlers at Mafra *; but if he abuſed 
or negletted his Army, in compenſation he 
eſtabliſhed the holy Patriarchal Church of 


Liſbon to vie with that of St. Peter's at 
Rome. Here are twelve Principals, to re- 


preſent the twelve poor Apoſtles, and ſe- 
venty-two Monſenhors, in imitation of the 


* Built by Don John FE Fifth, in imitation. of, or com- 


petition with the Eſcurial in Spain, but falls in every thing 
exceedingly ſhort of it: It ſtands about ſix leagues North of 
Liſbon. During the late reign, three hundred Capuchit - 


Fryars were removed out of it, to make room for the Reg 
lar Canons of the Order of St. Auſtin, 
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ſame number of Cardinal Princes of che 


Church, a noble Choir, compoſed of cho- 
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ſen Italian Caſtrati, with every thing elſe 
ſuitable in dignity and expence; to ſupport 


which, that pious King, ſeconded by a Bull 


from Rome, ſeized one-third part of all the 
church-livings and benefices of the king- 


dom. At laſt, this ſalacious Monarch, en- 


deavouring to ſupply by art, what nature 


now refuſed him in the purſuit of his pro- 
miſcuous amours, fell into a lingering dil- 


order, and finally died like a Saint in 1750. 


Nov came the new adminiſtration of 


King Joſeph and of the Marquis of Pombal, 
from which we all expected miracles, but 
the Army did not improve. a jot by it: The 


Miniſter began by eſtabliſhing his own au- 
thority, by impriſoning and otherwiſe ruin- 
ing his predeceſſors 1 in office, and promul- 
gating laws for the reformation of abuſes ; | 


but alas! what avail the beſt laws, the exe- 


cution or non-execution of which depends 
upon the breath of a deſpot? As ſoon as 
pollible, 
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poſſible, he let the church-men feel they 
Vere not to be ſupported as they had been; 
and having an altercation with the Inquiz- 
ſitor-General about the publication of a 
book, he had him and his brother (both 
natural brothers of the King) ſent to pri- 
ſon, and a third brother removed from 
Court and ſent Archbiſhop to Braga, where 
| he ſtill remains. He was not ſo immedi- 
ately ſucceſsful in a diſpute he had with the 
King's Confeſſor, a Jeſuit ; this haughty 
Prieſt telling him, to look well to himſelf, 
and take care how he meddled with his 
Company, for that it never died! On which id 
the Miniſter turned to him, and gave him { 
his word of honour that it ſhould die, and 4 
many years after he kept his word, +... 
«* All this while, the ſoldiers were Wed 1 - | 
| begging charity in the ſtreets, with a mon- 3 1 
ſtrous ſtring of beads in one hand, and a 1 
ragged hat in the other; their arms, when 4 
they had any, were all over ruſty and 8 . = 
without locks; a pitiful law or regulation 7-7. 
"Q's concerning 8 1 
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concerning the Army ſometimes appeared, 
but it meant nothing, and was not even ex- 
ecuted when the tremendous earthquake 
MM 1755 ſhook the kingdom to its centre, 
and made us believe the diſſolution of Na- 
ture was at hand; and here it is but juſtice 
to ſay the Miniſter acted with firmneſs and 
reſolution. , 

* While the puſillanimous and frighten- 
ed Nobility deſerted their Prince, the Mini- 
ſter ſupported and inſpired him with cou- 
rage; and, by the neceſſary ſeverity of his 
orders, readily executed on that emergency, 
he in a great degree eluded many fatal con- 
ſequences which would have followed that 
terrible diſaſter, and confirmed himſelf in 
the excluſive poſſeſſion of his maſter's whole 
power and favour. Soon after this, when 
he was buſy in rebuilding the city, the 
ſhameful conſpiracy of the principal Nobi- 
lity againſt the King, and their ill conduct- 
ed attempt upon his life, furniſhed the Mi- 
niſter with an opportunity he was reſolved 

| tO 
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to improve, of humbling their inſolence, 


and making them lick the duſt, to which 


he knew they wiſhed to ſee him reduced : 


a year after followed the expulſion of che 
Jeſuits, the natural conſequence of three 
of their principal men having been the 
nngleaders of the conſpiracy : finally, 
came on the war in 1762, which produced | 


new ſcenes, and a conſiderable change 1 in 
: the Army, {ll languiſhing 1 in miſery and 
neglect. 


6 The nature and e e of the cam- 
paign of 1762, in this country, will appear 


better from the memorial of which you 
have a copy, than from every thing I or 


any body elle can ſay of it. As to myſelf, 
I had a full opportunity of laying, my 


whole ſtory before the incomparable Count 
la Lippe, as ſoon as he came to this coun- 
try, who heard me with patience, and im- 


mediately gave me the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, with the double appointments; 1 


for, however incredible it may appear, I ; 
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had till then contrived, with a young fa. 
mily, and without getting into debt, to 
lubſiſt upon Captain's ſingle pay, equal in 
your Engliſh money at par exactly to two 
pounds ſixteen ſhillings and three-pence per 
month. The Mareſhal General allo charg- 
ed me with the command of the Portugueſe 
Park of Artillery, which was ſent to the 
Army; and the opportunities J had of be- 
ing known to him during the campaign, 
ingratiated me with him ſo far, that when 
he came to make his new regulations for 
the Army after the war, he charged me 
with the formation of a new Regiment of 
Artillery in the garriſon of Eſtremòs, to 
ſupply this and all the other frontier gar- 
riſons of Alentejo with Artillery-men, real- 
ly inſtructed in their duty. 
. * vas nov in my element; the men were 
_ cloathed and regularly paid, and did their 
duty like good ſoldiers; and this is a piece 
of juſtice I muſt do the Portugueſe peaſant, 
for no man on earth makes a better ſoldier, 
or 
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or is eaſier to be commanded, or more wil- 
ling to obey, provided you gain his good 
opinion, which you are ſure of, if you do 
your duty, and behave gently to him, In 
ray line of duty, I had no connection with 
. any other ſuperior than my adorable Mare- 
nal General, and was happier than an Em- 
peror while he remained in the country, 
which he did till September 1764, obtain- 
ing for me the rank of Brigadier-General 
before he left it. bh 
But, that great Officer's back was 
hardly turned, when the whole. Army, and 
myſelf in particular, experienced a reverſe 
of fortune; the execution of Count la 
Lippe's excellent regulations ſoon began to 
relax ; the Miniſter, who never loved the 
Army, iſſued a little after, laws abrogating 
many of them, and deſtructive of their ef- 
fects, and the whole Portugueſe Officers ö 
ſeemed of one mind in wiſhing to aboliſh 
them, and to return to their former indo- 
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The excellent Count la Lippe labour. 
ed always under a groſs miſtake, with re- 

3 ſpect to the manners and morals of this peo- 

=. ple, for he thought it was poſſible to make 

good Officers of them. Now, as no man 
was more thoroughly convinced than he 
was, that, (beſides, at leaſt ſome degree of 
military knowledge, which they totally 
E wanted) to form an Officer, the neceſſary 
| qualifications of truth, candour, probity and 
; honour, were indiſpenſable; with all which, 
he conſequently did not ſuppoſe the Portu- 

gueſe to be ſo entirely unacquainted. In- 

A deed, from the ſhort ſpaces of time he re- 
mained among them, and more from his 

elevated ſtation, and from the natural du- 

plicity of this people, eſpecially in their 

dealings with ſo ſuperior a Perſonage, it 

was next to impoſſible for him to come at 

\ their true character. Moſt of the Fpreign 
, Officers who remained. in the ſervice alter | 
the war, as ſoon as they began to expe+ 

| JTLIENCE 


es TIE INE? 8 1 — 


. — ˙•¹mPU2—˙——.————— , ̃ — —ů½ꝙp1— —˙ 0A . UA 5 RA AAA? a nv 


$OCIETY AND MANNERS. agg 


rience all the meanneſs of the national, 
character, avoided any farther, than duty 
obliged, having any ſort of connection with 
them, To thoſe who commanded Regi- 
ments, of which number I have been ince 
the middle of 1763, this was impoſſible ; 
for we have been under the neceſſity of 
dealing with a variety of ranks and deno- 
minations ; and I am forry 10 prondunce, 
from a courſe of uniform experience, that 
I have never been able to diſcover the 
ſmalleſt traces of probity, candour, difinte- 
reſtedneſs or honour in any part of their 
conduct. Ch SR 

Still, however, till the Count la Lippe's - 
firſt departure for Germany, I had no rea- 
ſon of complaint as to my own particular; 
the Officers of the Regiment did their duty; 
and as they had been all advanced to the 
poſts they occupied by my means, I thought 
I had no reaſon to apprehend they would 
have any bad intentions towards me: The 


old 
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old General at Liſhon, to whom we had 
orders to addreſs ourſelyes during the Mare. 
hal General's abſence, had ſcarce a {ſhadow 
of authority repoſed in him; he durſt not 
even grant leave of abſence to a Subaltern 
without conſulting the Miſter, who could 


never find time to attend to any thing | 


concerning the Army. The pay, the cloath- 
ing, and other current neceſſaries, were 
not remitted to the Regiments with the fame 
order and regularity ; the Courts-Martal 
on deſerters and other criminals ſent to 
Court for approbation, were never returned 
or taken notice of, and the culprits remain- 


ed for years rotting in priſon ; no vacan- 


cies of the Officers were ever filled up. I 


had recommended the eldeſt Captain of my 


death, as I had found him a man of ſome _ 
knowledge, parts and activity, at leaſt 


— ——— 


Regiment for the Majority, vacant by 


comparatively among a ſet of people wha 
knew nothing. This man informed me, 
that there was a party, in the Regiment ca- 


balling 
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balling againſt me, headed by the Chap- 
lain ; the ſeveral Subalterns and two Cap- 
tains formed the party, and were mainly 


inſtigated by a Serjeant, whom he named, 
who had drawn out articles of complaint 
againſt me, and a memorial to the King, 


m the name of all the ſoldiers of the Re- 
giment, with which none of theſe were ac- 
quainted ; that they had already remitted 


the ſame articles and memorial to Court; 
and of all this he gave me ſuch proof, as 


left me no room to doubt its authenticity; 


adding, chat as he knew every ching they 


alledged was falſe, and he was under parti- 


cular obligations to me, he thought it his 


duty to inform me of it. 


*] took no other notice of this informa- 


tion than by watching the conduct of the 
Serjeant in queſtion a little cloſer, who 
being to my own knowledge a bad charac- 


ter, and having been ſlightly puniſhed for 
miſbehaviour a little time before, had be- g 
thought himſelf of this method of being 


reven ged: 
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rexengeal} accordingly, as he Gavin after 
gave me another very tair opportunity of 


chaſtiſing him for irregular conduct, 1 


broke him, and put him in the ranks; and 
on abandoning his poſt when centinel ſome 
time alter, I ordered him to be flogged 


next day at guard- mounting, according to 


the expreſs words of one of our articles of 
war : a few days after the ſame fellow de- 
ſerted, and, to ſay the truth, I was not 
ſorry when informed of it, 

* In about a month after this villain's 
deſertion, I had however occaſion to hear 
of him with a vengeance ; the Governor, 
the ſame old man we have here now, re- 
ceiving a letter from the Miniſter, com- 


manding him to reprimand me in the ſeve- 
reſt manner, for the irregularity of my be- 


haviour to that man, late a Serjeant in my 
Regiment; ordering that he ſhould be im- 
mediately reinſtated in his poſt, and all 
thoſe honours reſtored to him, which I had 
unjuſtly deprived him of: at the ſame time 


moſt 
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moſt ſecret circular letters were written to 
the Commanding Officers of all the other 
Regiments, to inform them of this tranſ- 


action, and directing them to take warning 


from the premiſes, how they ought to be- 
have to their inferior Officers.“ 

The meaſure of my paper is already 
more than full, therefore I muſt here break 


off; by next packet, I hope to conclude 


my account of Mr. de Valere, though I 
foreſee I muſt curtail or omit a number of 
_ intereſting details he mentioned. 

OO Adieu. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Caſlel Branco, 1753, 


DAN BROTHER, 


'Thoven I was obliged to break off in 
my laſt abruptly, not to make each letter 
1 ſend you ſo exceſſively voluminous, you 
are to ſuppoſe Mr. de Valere went on with 
his narrative, and that even ſo quick, that 
it was as much as I could do, with the help 
of ſhort-hand, and of no bad memory, to 
keep up with him. , 
This glaring piece of injuſtice and in- 
ſult (continued Mr. de Valere) ſet me al- 
moſt mad; and what increaſed my misfor- 
tune was, that I had neither power to reſent 
it, nor prudence to diſſemble and conceal 
. my 
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my diſſatisfaction. It ſeems the inſamous 
Serjeant had been formerly a favourite ſer- 
vant and procurer for his late Excellency 
Don Luiz da Cunha, then Secretary of 


War, to whom the fellow had told his 
ſtory of my treatment of him, as beſt ſuited 


himſelf; and the Don had gone open- 
mouthed to the Miniſter with the tale, de- 


manding competent ſatisfaction; for you 


muſt know, that in this country, it is the 
univerſally eſtabliſhed praftice, and, 1 may 
ſafely add, the moſt wicked and ruinous, 
that when a Nobleman or other perſon in 
authority, once takes even the moſt- infa- 
mous raſcal under his protection, he conſi- 
ders his own perſonal honour and character 
as then pledged to ſtand by him, to ſup- 
port and bear him through, right or wrong; 
ſo that the queſtion turns no more upon 
whether ſuch a profligate deſerves chaſtiſe- 


ment; but whether it be prudent and ſafe 
to expoſe yourſelf to the reſentment of a 


wrong - headed and revengeful man in power, 
5 by 
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by doing your duty ? This was the miſ⸗- 
take I ſell into, and thus laid myſelf open 
to fuch a furious rebuff; for though the 


Prime Miniſter really confided fo little in 


Don Luiz, that he did not permit even any 
circumſtance of his own department of the 
War to pals through his hands, yet, as he 


ſaw the worſt conſequence of affronting me, 


would be my quitting the ſervice, of which 


he made very little account, ſo he was wil- 


ling not to diſoblige the Don for ſuch a 


trifle as that of domg me juſtice, by firſt 


enquiring into the truth of what had been 
repreſented to him, and therefore proceeded 


as if he implicitly believed what the other 
had told him. | 


The vexation and fretting this incident 


occaſioned me, brought on a brain-fever, 


which reduced me very low before it left 
me ; neither ſhould I have come to myſelt 
again ſo quickly, had not my recovery 
been accelerated by the news we then had 


of the Mareſhal General's returning to the 


kingdom, 
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kingdom, as he did towards the end of 
1767, when he paſſed through this place in 
his way to Liſbon, having come over land. 
I laid before him the ſtate of my own Regi- 
ment, and indeed of the Army, as far as it 
came vithin my knowledge, I alſo reported 
to him the behaviour of the Court to my- 
ſelf: chat matchleſs Officer ſhook his head, 
ſaid the Army was going to wreck, becauſe 
the Miniſter would have it ſo, that he had 
on many occaſions behaved diſingenuouſly 
to himſelf, and that he had come to viſit 
the Army then, much more with a view of 
ſupporting appearances with reſpect to the 
world, than from any hopes he had of do- 
ing any eſſential good; that, however, he 
would make it a point to have juſtice done 
me, and to reinſtate me in the good graces 
of the Miniſter, I took this opportunity of 


recommending to his notice the eldeſt Cap- 


tain of my Regiment, that he might be 
appointed Major of the ſame, becauſe that 
Officer had not only improved conſiderably 
A 1. - 4 in 
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in thoſe parts of the Mathematicks and 
Calculation, neceſſary for our exerciſes, but 
was of uſe in keeping clear and exact ac- 
- counts of the pay, bread and cloathing of 
the Regiment; having found him hitherto 
diligent and affiduous in his duty, and in 
the execution of whatever I had charged 
him with. I was ſo much the more inte- 


reſted in ſupporting the pretenſions of this 


Officer, as I knew an Engliſh Colonel in 
Liſbon, lately made Inſpector of Artil- 
lery, was violently oppoſing his promotion, 
purely from a pique he had taken againſt 


me, on account of our differing in opinion 


with regard to ſome trifling parts of our 
practical exerciſes. | 


Soon after the Mareſhal General's ar- 
rival in Liſbon, a camp was formed in that 
neighbourhood, conſiſting of fourteen thou- 
ſand men of the beſt troops of the kingdom. 


1 was ſent for to command the Artillery, 


and preſented by the Mareſhal General to 
the Miniſter, who e very gracious. 
Some 
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Some of the great manceuvres were tolera- 


bly executed; and every thing was done to 
keep the Count la Lippe in humour for the 


ſhort time he was to remain among us: 


this he felt himſelf, and haſtened his de- 
= parture, Which was in March of the fol- 


lowing year: I ought to have informed 
you; that ſoon after the Mareſhal General's 


arrival in Liſbon, the Engliſh Inſpector of 
Artillery, differing with him alſo in ſome 


points of diſcipline; threw up his commil- 
ſion and retired: I got the rank of Ma- 
jor General, and a commiſſion appointing 
me Chief Engineer and Dire&or of the 
Works of the Fort la Lippe, which I have 
finiſhed ſince that time; a penſion was 
granted to my Wife, my eldeſt Captain 
was made Major of the Regiment, and the 


Mareſhal General on his departure recom- 
mended me ſtrongly to the protection of 


the Mmiſter. 
* Immediately deere Count 6 Lippe 8 


departure, the Marquis de Pombal gave 
Ra him 
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him his honour that one-third part of the 


Army ſhould be ordered to encamp near 
Liſbon regularly every Autumn, for the 
purpoſe of manceuvring, and for the King 
to paſs them in review; and before he left 


Court, had actually named the Regiments 


which were to encamp the two following 
ſeaſons; however, after having taken, as 
he thought, every ſtep to enſure the exe- 


cution of a meaſure ſo well calculated to 


keep up military diſcipline, it vamſhed into 


ſmoke; for no ſuch encampments ever 


took place. 


* Excluſive of the ruinous effefis of ty- 
rannical uſage, of bad company, education 


and example, which certainly will go far 
towards rendering men abject, ſordid and 


contemptible, I am convinced there is ſome- 


thing I do not pretend to account for, in 
the inherent compoſition of the blood which 


runs. in our veins, and which we derive 
from our parents, which certainly has a 


wonderful 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 245 


wonderful influence inconſtituting the good 
or bad qualities of our ſentiments and diſ- 


poſitions, and conſequently upon the moral 
actions of the individual; but why the cha- 


racteriſtical bias of this nation in general 


ſhould be ſo decidedly turned to inſincerity, 


wickedneſs and fraud, in which it ſeems ſo 


far to have taken the lead, appears perfect- 


ly unaccountable; unleſs we admit, what 
indeed cannot reaſonably be denied, that 


the great acceſſion of Jewiſh blood it ac- 
quired during the reigns of Don John the 


Second, of Don Manoel, and of his fon Don 


John the Third, by the expulſion of the 


Jews from Spain, and the forced converſi- 


ons wrought upon ſuch numbers of them 
as at that time ſought an aſſylum in this 
country, has entirely vitiated the national 
character; and what renders this misfor- 
tune ſo much the more deplorable is, that 


the families of rank and diſtinction are 


ſchoſe which have been moſt directly and 
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immediately affected and contaminated "y 


this contagious. participation. 


* This remark will not appear miſplac 
ed, but rather neceſſary to account for the 
baſeneſs of their behaviour, as well in thoſe 
inſtances I have already mentioned, as in 


others I ſhall have occaſion to refer to be- 


fore I conclude this narrative; neither are 
you to imagine that I am ſingular in the 
misfortune of commanding a Regiment the 
Officers of which are for the molt part 
compoſed of knaves of Various denomina- 
tions; each Regiment 1 is but an epitome of 
the national character, and there is not one 
in the ſervice which cannot furniſh ſimilar 


1nſtances of the lame depraved : and worth- 


leſs diſpoſition. 
But to return—As ſoon as our encamp- 


ment was over, and the Mareſhal General 
had for the laſt time left the kingdom, 1 


went with my Wife to Liſbon, to kiſs the 
Miniſter and his Led 8 hands, and to 


— te bv 
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this I afterwards found was ſo neceſſary a 
ſtep, that a neglett of 1t would moſt likely 
have been fatal to us. I delivered ito my 
new Major's hands the commiſſion I had 
procured for him, for which he profeſſed 
the greateſt acknowledgments and perſonal - 
attachment. I was now not diffatished 
with my ſituation, as J had been ſtrongly 
encouraged in the proſecution of my duty 
py the Count la Lippe, and by the Miniſ- 
ter himſelf, who, in a converſation I had 
with him, ſignified to me pretty plainly his 
own opinion of his countrymen, and that 
the beſt way to recommend myſelf to the 
King, was by purſuing the right line of my 
duty, without minding their cabals. In 
doing this, I was under the painful neceſſity 
of uſing ſeverity with ſome Officers, who 
paid too little attention to what was * 
ſcribed to them, 
* Soon after, I "JE" my reverend Chap- 
lain again caballing, now joined by a more 
numerous party, all of whom I had made 
Sad AER: R , ev 
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it my particular buſineſs to ſerve and oblige; 
the Chaplain had even obtained leave to go 
to Court to exhibit his complaints againſt 


mie, and to bring with him two worthleſs 


ſubjects he named, to make the depoſi- 
tions, which he, as a churchman, it ſeems, 
could not do, 1 took no notice of what 
was going on, and on this occaſion the 
Miniſter condeſcended to do me juſtice, 
though in a very irregular way, for, on 
hearing their ſtory and taking the neceſſary 
informations, he quickly ſaw the falſchood 
and infamy of their accuſations, and ſent 
me orders to break all the three, and turn 
them out of the Regiment, without farther 
ceremony. I begged they might be regu- 
larly tried by a Court-Martial, and ſen- 
tenced according to the articles of v war, but 
my requeſt was diſregarded. 

* Mean time every thing reſpecting the 
Army declined and relaxed : thoſe Officers 
who had any notion. of doing their duty, 
were totally diſcouraged and diſguſted, by 

ſeeing 


— 


1 
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1 ſeeing no ſort of promotion take place: 
Some Regiments were without a Captain, 
others without Field Officers; the Portu- 


gueſe Officers, envious of the Foreigners, 


who had double pay, and ſeeing things fal- 


ling back into the old channel, went to 


their uſual work of defamation and tra- ; 
ducing of charatters, by every underhand 


and infamous means ; Court-Martials with- 


out number fat and were remitted to the 


Miniſter, who never looked at one of them, 


nor decided any diſputes which aroſe among 
the Regiments, which were thus fomented 


and increaſed, by idleneſs and indeciſion. 


My new Major had for ſome time been 


ſoliciting me to procure a Subaltern's com- 


million for his ſon, which I had declined 
doing, as I knew he was by no means a cha- 
rafter to do honour to my recommendation: 
and I now remarked, that he inſiſted in a 


more preremptory manner upon this, after 


he had got his own of Mayor, than he had 
ever done before, alledging, among other 


things 
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things, that even n ſuppoſing his ſon did not 
poſſeſs all the merit he could wiſh, yet I 
ought to attend to his own ſervices, and to 


his inceſſant labours for years paſt in the 


buſineſs of the Regiment, I told him that 
for his own ſervices he had been rewarded 


by my means, in the moſt honourable man- 
ner an Officer could aſpire to, and that 


10 reward a worthleſs ſon for the merits of 
his father, though that was a doctrine long 
eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, yet it was too 
abſurd and grols for any man of ſenſe and 


probity to {wallow, and that I ſhould cer- 
tainly never adopt 1 it. He replied, that if 


ſuch was my reſolution, I might hencefor- 
ward look to mylelt, and for his part he 
would do the ſame. 
1 This was a declaration of war, as 1 
ſoon afterwards found; and this abomina- 
ble Son of Belial had poſſeſſed reſolution 
enough to play the counterfeit for ſo many 


years, to be diligent, active and Honeſt ' 
with 
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with the Devil in his heart, till he had ob- 


tained his promotion, which being every 


thing he had to expett from me, he thought 
it was now high time to give a looſe to his 
natural infernal diſpoſition. The Quarter- 


| Maſter of the Regiment, who received and 
paid the ſubſiſtence- money, and who, I: 


knew neither liked the Major, nor was 
liked by him, came to inform me, that the 


Major had joined a cabal of Officers and 
inferior Officers, which he was fomenting 
againſt me with accuſations of not deliver- 


ing out the cloathing due, as well as other 


articles he knew to be equally falſe. This 


I made no account of, being now accuſtom- 
ed to have my ears dunned with ſuch vil- 
lanies; however, I ordered him to deliver 
out a good quantity of overplus cloathing 
I had in ſtore; ſo that, ſo far from want- 


ing, the Regiment was furniſhed with 


cloathing in advance for a much longer 


time than that for which J had received it 


from the Arſenal of the Army in Liſbon. - 


He told me likewiſe, that my Major had 


falſified 


? . wet, ah, OY, INS 
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falſified ſome parts of the chief Regiſter. 
book of the Regiment, which I had truſted 
to his care, and then made of the ſame fal- 
ſiſications articles of accuſation to Court 
againſt me. I made as if I did not believe 


him, but, on inſpecting the book ſoon after, 


I found it was ſo; I therefore thought it 
was but prudent, at any rate, to take it out 
of his hands, as well as not to truſt him any 


more with the economical direction of re- 


gimental affairs, which made him ſo much 
Some time after this I had occaſion to 
go to Liſbon on ſome private buſineſs, and 


the villain's conſcience ſuggeſting to him I 


had an intention of repreſenting him in his 
true colours to the Miniſter, followed me, 


without obtaining any leave whatever. As 


ſoon as I was informed of this, I reported 


It to the old General who commanded in 
Liſbon, who ſent for him, reprimanded 
and ordered him back to his Regiment; 
and directed me to put him in arreſt as 


ſoon 
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ſoon as I returned thither, and report it to 
him, which I accordingly did. While in 
Liſbon, I accidentally met the fellow on 


whoſe account I formerly received ſo ſevere 


a reprimand, whom the Mareſhal General 
had ordered me to diſmiſs from the ſer- 
vice; and he was now in a wretched ſitua- 


tion. He told me he had been to beg a 


little charity from his old patron D. Luiz 
da Cunha, who, ſeeing him now abandon- 
ed, told him he was a raſcal, and would 


give him nothing. From pure compaſſion, 


I gave the wretch a {mall piece of gold; at 
fight of which, with tears in his eyes, he 
fell on his knees, and aſked my pardon for 


all the miſchief he had endeavoured to do 


me, and ſaid the only ſatis faction he could 
now make, was to deliver me a number of 


e he produced, of correſpon- 


dence he had with my precious Major, 


who had invited him to be his agent at 


Court, in giving in his memorials and pre- 
ferring his articles of accuſation againſt 


me 
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me. Theſe letters-I took and brought 
with me to the Regiment: 

© The day after my arrival I ſent my 
Quarter-Maſter with my receipts, as uſual; 
to the military Treaſurer of the province 


here, to receive the monthly ſubſiſtence for 


the Regiment, which he did; but inſtead 
of paying it out to the companies, he de- 
ſerted, and went off to Badajox, in com- 
pany with ſome Spaniſh Strolers, who had 


been acting here. Fortunately, I was well 
acquainted with the Spaniſh General of EI 
| tremadura, to whom I wrote ; the deſerter 


was ſeized, and moſt of the money found 
upon him, and returned to me; but, ac- 
cording to the Concordant between the two 
kingdoms, his perſon could not be ſent 
back, though this was what I moſt wiſhed 
for, and he was ſet at liberty. 

e A conſiderable time paſſed, and no 


notice taken of the repeated entreaties I had 


made to have my worthleſs Major remov- 
ed, at. leaſt, out of the Regunent, where; 
| in 
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in the 805 of his arreſt, he was doing 
more harm in fomenting diſcontents, and 
vile underhand intrigues, than if he were 
employed in the ſervice. In the mean time 
I received a moſt friendly letter from the 
Count Ja Lippe in Germany, inviting me 
to ſpend the enſuing Summer with him 
there, where he had eftabliſhed regular 
military ſchools, both of theory and prac- 
tice. I readily accepted the invitation, ob- 
tained leave, and went over land, viſiting 
in my way the old ſcenes of my younger 
days at la Fere, Metz, and Straſburgh, 
where I {till found ſome old acquaintance, 
though after an interval of ſo many years. 

* I paſſed the Summer with that digni- 
hed military philoſopher the Count la 
Lippe, with all that heart-felt ſatisfaction 
vhich every Officer muſt enjoy, who knows 
how to improve ſuch a fortunate circum- 
ſtance to his own advantage, and to be- 
come both a better ſoldier and a better 
man. Keturning through Holland, I em- - 
barked 
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barked at Rotterdam, and arrived at Lif 


bon, where I found the old General who 
commanded there, had been ſometime dead, 
and General Maclean, a countryman of 


your's, appointed in his place; I waited on 
the Miniſter and General, delivering the 


letters I brou ght for them, and was perfectly 
well received. In a few days more I was 
informed that the Quarter-Maſter of my 


Regiment who had deſerted, was in town, 
buſy in forming complaints againſt me, 
and acting in concert with my Major, with 


whom he had formerly always been at dag- 
gers-drawing ; ſome time after, I met him 
in the ſtreet, ſeized him, ſent him to pri- 


ſon, and found on him the whole ſeries of 
his correſpondence with the Major, and 


ſucha collection of wretched abſurdities and 


lies, varied into all the different ſorts of 
vileneſs, was ſurely never formed: I laid 
the whole, with the Mayor's other letters I 
had in my poſſeſſion, before the General, 


who reported 1 it to the Prime Miniſter, and” 
they 
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they both aſſured me they were very glad 


 Thadlaid hold of the villain, and that both 


he and the Major ſhould be made examples 


of. Fn6w affured myſelf I had got to the 


end of this vexatious buſineſs, by having at 


leaſt the two incendiaties removed out of 


the Regiment, as had been ſo often pro- 


miſed me; but General Maclean took no 


farther account of it; and as for the Mi- 
niſter, he was too buſy to mind ſuch trifles. 


* You may ſuppoſe; that, during this 


whole time, the Army being entirely neg- 
lefted, was approaching faſt to ruin. Ac- 


cording to every information I could ob- 
tain, General Maclean' s character; as an 


excellent veteran infantry Officer, was ſuf- 
ficiently eſtabliſhed, long before he came 
into this ſervice; this however is certain, 
that while he commanded in Liſbon, his 
only and evident view was to flatter the 
| Miſter, and preſerve himſelf in his'good 

opinion; and he knew he could do this by 


no means fo effettually, as by men 
i 8 1 


| 
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his duty. All the Regiments were m the 
ſame ſtate of apathy and univerſal relaxa- 
tion; full of little dark cabals, intrigues, 


and heart-burnings ; and continued ſo to 


the moment of the late King's death. 


* I had remarked, in peruſing the cor- 


reſpondence between my Major and Quar- 
ter-Maſter, that theſe two traitors often 


mentioned the name of the Marquis An- 
geja, now the Prime Miniſter, as a perſon 


to whom they had frequent acceſs, who 


patronized their cauſe, and animated them 


in their proceedings againſt me; but I could 


not bring mylelf to believe that a Noble- 
man of his rank would, without the ſmal- 
left provocation on my part, diſgrace him- 
ſelf by baſely interpoſing in favour of two 
of the moſt pitiful villains that were ever 
held up to public ſcorn and contempt; this 
I remarked to General Maclean at the time, 


on occaſion of a ſocial conference we had 
together, giving him my opinion as above, 


and I well remember his anſwer to me, 


which 
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which was, that with all the experience I 
had acquired 1 in this country and the ac- 


quaintance I had with the Nobility, he 
thought I had not yet reached the extent of 
their true character, nor knew how much 
they 1 in their hearts diſliked F oreign Of 


ces. 


7 Accordingly, when Kin g Joſeph! bk. 


ed his laſt, on the 23d of February, 1777, 
and the Adminiſtration fell into the hands 


of the Marquis of Angeja and the Church, I 
ſoon had occaſion to be convinced of my 
miſtake; for whereas, till that time, the 


contemptible ſtate into which the Army had 
fallen, proceeded chiefly from indifference 


and negle&, (cauſes ſufficient to ruin any 
Army i in a very ſhort time) ſo now the pre- 
ſent Government, as if not ſatisfied with the 


: wretched condition. i in which they found 7 


the troops, ſeemed to take an active part in 


| diſhonouring and diſgracing the very being 


andexiſtence of a ſoldier. It appeared pre- - 
ſently that they had adopted the maxim of 


8 ridding 
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ridding themſelves of F oreign Officers, * 
quickly as poſſible. The Queen alſo, from 
miſtaken notions of what ſhe reckons piety 
and mercy, releaſed indiſcriminately all the 


malefactors of the different Regiments, | 


whom the Marquis of Pombal had ſuffered 
to ſtarve and rot ſor years in the priſons, 

under ſentences of Court-martials, and, 
pardoning them all, either reſtoring them 
to their Regiments, or ſent them to ſerve 


abroad; all which behaviour, thou gh abo- 


iminable, was; in . N e berg 


s.4 4 v$.4 


of the TRAY Minifter, in favour of the | 
two worthleſs Officers of my Regiment * ho 
ſtill remained in arreſt; for the Gov ernor 
here received an order, in the Queens 


name from the preſent Secretary of War, to 
releaſe the Major and Quarter. Maſter of 


my Regiment, who, he ſaid, had been un- 


Jultly eonfined by their Colonel, who had 
never made any report of the ſame, nor 
aſſigned any reaſon for confining them. 
e And 


Secretary of War is made to advance in the 
name of his Sovereign, a moſt notorious 


falſehood; for in every monthly return, 


for years before to that moment, the con- 
finement of theſe two men was regularly 


reported, as well as the cauſe of it, which 
all the world alſo knew by a variety of other 
information. . Thus I found, to my colt, 


what the two traitors mentioned i in their 


letters, concerning the countenance theyr re- 


8 ceived from the 1 1 4 of gee was 


2311 


447 in the 3 


* Tudge then, Gentlemen, what a 1 | 
tion I muſt be in? and what intereſt I, or 


any man of feeling or honeſty can now 


have in ſuch a ſervice ? For my Own part, 1 
am totally indifferent about it, as I am 


now old, I ſhall endeavour to rub through 


in the beſt manner I can, and any hole | 


Will ſerve a man to die in. 


s3 »Wöbecker 
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And here you will remark, that in order, to 
find a pretence for the enlargement, the 
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Whether have ſatisfied or entertained 
you by my relation I know not; only this 
J am certain of, that 1 have told 5 no- 
ching but the truth.“ 

I leave you to think in what terms we 
acknowledged our oblig gations to Mr. de Va- 
lere, for ſuch an intereſting account; and 
1 again repeat Lord Freeman's obſervation, 
that its peculiar value conſiſts in being lite- 
rally matter of fact, of which we all have 
the fulleſt conviction. My next to you 
will probably be from Almeida, for which 
: place we ſet out to-morrow mornin Ng early, 


—Good night, 


"44 * * 


L E IT. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Porto, 1778. 


DAR BroTHER, 


Where at laſt arrived here, as I hope, 
to reſt for ſome time, after going over ſuch 
an extent of rough and mountaneous coun- 
try, and at ſuch an advanced ſeaſon of the 
year. The banks of the river Douro are 
prodigiouſly ſtrong on both fades, and a 
ſmall body of men properly employed on 
one ſide, might baffle the efforts of an Ar: 
my to crols it from the other; the river it- 
ſelf is ſunk between its high and ſteep banks, 
covered with vine-yards, which furniſh the 
wine you drink in England under the name 8 
of Port; but which is fo different from 
£288 TI 
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hat you drink of it here, in the poſſeſſion 
of the people who make it, The Douro, 


like the Rhone, is violent and rapid in its 
courle, with few or no meanders; and, as 
is the caſe with all torrents when provoked 
and ſwelled with the rains, eſpecially of the 
yernal equinox, it becomes often fatal to 
the ſhipping in the harbour of this city. 
Notwithſtanding a good ſhare of fatigue 


I have gone through, I think I have every 
reaſon ta be ſatisfied with the trip I have 


taken round the frontiers of this country ; 


were it for no other reaſon than the acqui- 


ſition of ſo valuable an acquaintance as 


Lord Freeman, I can have no reaſon far 


being diſpoſed to love and regard him, but 
ſuch as 1 diſtinguiſh m his perſonal merit 


and accompliſhments, and if that exellent 


young man has admitted me to his intimate 
confidence, I muſt aſcribe it to his diſcover- 


ing in my ſentiments and purſuits, a ſimila- 


rity correſponding with his own, on which 
acequnt 1 have reaſon to believe we have 
been 
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herd mutually of uſe to each other, we are 


therefore leſs inclined to ſeparate now than 
ever, and I hope ſoon to be able to acquaint 


you with the particular motives of his } Jour. 


ney to this country: In the mean time, 1 


ſhall here continue the account of our leav- 
ing Elvas, and proceeding 1 in our obſerva- 
tions, till we reached this place. 
As ſoon as General Valere had finiſhed 
his narrative, as mentioned in my laſt, 
young John Carlos was the firſt to declare, 


that he had learned more that evening of 
the real character of his countrymen, than 
he had been able to collect by obſervation 


during his whole life. Mr. de Valere ſaid, 
that, not to overcharge our memory with 
too much matter at once, he had been as 
| compendious as poſſible, but that he would 
give us letters for other Officers we would 
meet with in our travels, who would not 
fail continuing to us the ſame fort of in- 


formation; for, that the ſame national cha- 


racter produced every where equal or ſimi- 


lar effects. John Carlos replied, that it was 
a dif grace 


— 
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a diſgrace to any ſociety, when ſuch a. vile 


character as his Major was permitted to 
exiſt in it; and yet, young Gentleman, 
(laid Valere) if you were to exterminate 
all ſuch characters from the Portugueſe Ar- 


my, as it now ſtands, you would leave it 
nearly without Officers; but it is not lo 


much of thoſe wicked and abandoned diſ- 


_ poſitions I complain, as of the ſupport and 


countenance they every where meet with. 


If the Portugueſe Nobility, and men of 


rank, General Officers, and commanding | 


Officers of Regiments, were but half as in- 
duſtrious in diſcountenancing and deſpiſing 
| Knaves, Slanderers, Pimps, Paraſites, Ca- 


tamites, Thieves and Murderers, as they 
are every where aſſiduous in diſcovering, 
cheriſhing and protecting ſuch an infamous 
race, we ſhould quickly ſee a noble and 


| univerſal change: For inſtance, I have 
known numbers of them 1 m my preſence, 


condemn the conduct of my Major, and be- 
ſtow on him every diſhonourable epithet, 
my 15 


* 


800 IETY AND MANNERS. 267 


his treachery and ingratitui de deferved; and 
: very Toon after I have feen them hu; going 

the ſame man, in high glee and converſa- 

tion with him, aſking him to their houſes, 
and admitting him to every degree of 
friendſhip and ſociability. Now while there 
exiſts in the nation a number of perſons of 

high rank and influence, Whole condutt 
will always be copied by inferiors, and who 
can reconcile ſuch abominable behaviour 

with the principles of honour, 1 leave you 
to Judge of the conſequences. 

It was by this time growin g late, and as 
we had diſpoſed every thing for leaving 
Elvas the next morning, we begged to have 
ſupper ſoon, and it was immediately ſerved. 

We took an opportunity of thanking Mrs. | 
Valere very kindly for her hoſpitality: the 
General delivered us a few lines of intro- 
dubtion to ſome of his friends in Almeida; 
we aſſured him, we had not w ords fuffi⸗ 

cient to do juſtice to the ſenſe we exitertain- 
ed of his friendly behaviour, as well for 
if ads 08 
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the perſonal information he had afforded 


us, as for what we had gathered from the 


peruſal of the papers he had favoured us 
with; and that no diſtance of time or 
place ſhould ever eraſe the acknowledg- 
ment of his kindneſs from our memories. 


The next morning we left the garriſon 


of Elvas, and employed above fourteen 
days ſucceſſively, in viſiting all the poſts, 


grounds and ſituations, mentioned in the 


Count la Lippe's memorial of the cam- 


paign of 1762, undergoing much fatigue 
in travelling over ſuch a rugged and bar- 


ren country, and coming into miſerable 
villages and hamlets, where, often we 
could not find ſo much as a bit of bread 
for ourſelves, nor forage for our horſes, 
thou gh we found the peaſants every where 
| civil and ready to oblige us, and to ſerve 
a8 guides to wherever we wiſhed to go. 
In our difficulties we found our beſt way 
was to addreſs ourſelves to the Curate or 
Vicar, wherever: we found one, and by 


his 
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his means and the intervention of a little 
money, any thing that could be had was fd 
provided for us. 

At laſt, after examining the intereſling 
grounds on both ſides the Tagus, particu- 
larly the famous Paſs of Villa-velha, we ar- 
rived at the town of Caſtel Branco, where 
we reſted ſome days, and from whence 
my laſt letters to you were dated, after 
which we continued our route by Pena- 
macor, Sabugal, Covilham and Alfayates, 
to Almeida, for the moſt part through a 
rocky, barren country, eſpecially as We 
approached the garriſon. On arriving 
there, we were conducted as uſual from | 
the Barrier to the Officer commanding in 
the place, who happened at the time to 
be walking on the parade ; ; a tall, ſtout, 
ſurly-looking | man, of a Mulatto colour, 
who aſked us in a haughty tone, what was 
our buſineſs there ? we replied, that we 
had letters for the King's Lieutenant : He 
told us, he was gone out with ſome of his 

country- 
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countrymen on a ſhooting party a few 
days, ago, and he did not know when he 
would return. Lord F reeman W4s io diſ- 
he old. not remain a moment „ In 
the gartiſon, though it was then rather 
late. 

= ollowing therefore the road which 
leads northward to the Douro, we paſſed 
under Caſtel Rodrigo, countinuing our 
journey ul] 1 it was quite dark, when it be- 
came neceſſary to ſtop in a ſmall poor vil- 
lage, our cattle being by this time entirely 
knocked up: we found our way however, 
to a wretched Inn, where we houſed our 
horſes, but no ſort of proyender for them, 
nor of eatables for ourſelves were to be 
had; we ſeparated, as we had done on 
5 occaſions, to ſearch throu gh the 
village for bread and wine, or any thing 
elſe we could procure. It happened that 
John Carlos in his ramble, eſpied a white 
houſe. ſomewhat larger than the others, 


with 
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with a ſtone ſtair on the outſide ; he knock 


ed at the door, when it was opened, he 


entered into a fort of large hall, where he : 


ſaw a table ſet out with ſeveral covers, 
ready for ſupper. John Carlos bleſſed him- 


ſelf at the ſight! aſking whoſe houſe it 


was P He was anſwered it was, the Curate's, 
but that he had lent it for that night tothe 
King's Lieutenant of Almeida, who was 
in the next room with ſome other com- 


pany; John begged to be introduced to 
them, which, as ſoon as he was, and had 


told them his ſtory, they all ſet out to 
ſearch for Lord Freeman and myſelf in the 
village, and having found us after ſome 
time, we returned to head- quarters, where 
ve had a plentiful ſupper, which was moſt 
acceptable to us, and tolerable ecm 
dation as to beds. 


The next morning we were for ſetting 
forward to the Douro, but the King's Lieu- 
tenant would by no means conſent to it, 
but entreated us to return with him to his 

garriſon, 
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wm 


garriſon, and favour him with our company 


for a few days, ſaid, that if we liked ſhoot- 
ing, we could not be in a better part of the 
country for our amuſement, and as a fur- 
ther inducement, he informed us that we 
or three of our countrymen from a garriſon 
in the next province, had juſt come to pay 
him a viſit, and he hoped we ſhould all 
make agreeable company together. We 


accordingly returned with them to Al- 


meida, which we reached to dinner; after 
Which we walked round the ramparts; and 
having viſited all the garriſon, found no- 


thing new in regard to military matters after 


having ſeen that of Elvas. Two things only 
excited our ſurpriſe, one was to obſerve 
the great diſtance at which the Spaniards 


had raiſed their neareſt battery, at the ſiege 


of Almeida in 1762, with which they 
| however made a ſort of breach, but this 


they could not have done, had they met 


with any oppoſition. This battery was at 
above ſeven hundred yards diſtance from 


the 
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the point attacked, and as the beſie gers 
were ſeldom incommoded by any ſhot from 


the garriſon, they had all the time to exe- 


cute their buſineſs which the formality of 
their proceedings required. The other was, 


to obſerve the awkward and obſequious 


ſubmiſſion, with which the ill-looking Of. 


ficer who had received us ſo haughtily but | 
the day before now attended us, on ſeeing 


the reception we had from his ſuperiors. 


I ſhall conclude this with a ſhort ſketch 
olf a few of the characters we met with here, 


as I was able to pick them up in particular 

_ converſations I had with dieren perſons 
of the company. 

The King's Lieutenant of Almeida is a 
native of North Britain, an old and worthy 


Officer, who, after having ſerved during 
the courſe of two wars in the armies of his 


own country, had been induced, hke many 


others, to remain in the ſervice of Portu- 


gal, where he has been eminently uſeful, 


ull the death of the late King; - at which 
„„ period, 


12 
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period, being diſſatisfied with: his fi ituation, 
(as all the others were) he attempted to 
better it by returning to the ſervicè of his 
oven country, but was unſucceſsful. He 
was however ſo far lucky, that though a 
favourite of the ſormer Adminiſtration,” he 
is not at all diſliked by the prelent. Such 
is the ſpeaking candour and undeſigning 
uprightneſs of his character, that the pre- 
ſent Premier, who, by all accounts, is 
the moſt deſigning, diſingenuous character 
alive, believes, that if it be in the power of 
any man, unaſliſted by ſuperior grace, to 
return good for evil, this Officer. is the 
man; and his opinion of his fidelity and 
_<ilintereſtednels is ſo great, that for ſome 
time he entruſted him with the military 
government of the whole province of the 
Beira — Such is the quality of probity and 
goodnels, that ſometimes the moſt worth- 
leſs characters, when in authority, find their 
own account in making uſe of them. 


2 Tord 
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Lord Freeman ſaw into his diſpoſition at | 


once; for it was open as the day, without 
ſhadow of guile or deceit, and he loved and 
honoured” him; nor was his eſteem leſs 
for another Officer he met there, who had 


come on a viſit from a neighbouring 
province of Tras-os-Montes ; he was an 


Engliſhman, of the name of Saint Amour, 
of a humour conſiderably different from 
the former. He was a man of a clear judg- 
ment and comprehenſion,  impetuous in 


his temper, and much diſpoſed to rally 
and abuſe the Clergy, the Nuns and Fry- 
ars, whoſe hypocritical and immoral man- 
ner of life furniſhed him with continual = 
topicks of ſatire, and well-grounded ani- 


madverſion. 
There was another character among 
them not a little ſingular, an Hibernian 


originally, but he had long left his native 


country, of which he had very little re- 
membrance; indeed almoſt the only me- 
mento he retained of it, was that which he 
8 T2 preſerved 
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preſerved ſtrongly on his tongue. He ſtill 


retained however all the reſolute firmneſs of 
Iriſhmen; and after having fought to very 
little purpoſe in the character of a Gentle- 


man Cadet in the Iriſh Brigades both of 


France and Spain, he paſſed over to this 


\ 


country at the breaking out of the war in 


1762, and ſignalized his entry into this ſer- 
vice by a piece of behaviour characteriſtic 
of ſome of our countrymen. It is ſo fin- 
oular I muſt relate i it to you. 
Colonel Mackilphan, (which is the Gen- 
tleman's name) as ſoon as he arrived at 
Abrantes in June, 1762, where the Count 
la Lippe then was aſſembling the Portu- 
gueſe Army with all the diſpatch poſſible, 
the enemy having at that time entered the 
Frontiers, gave the Count ſuch a ſatisfac- 
tory and military account of the move- 
ments of the Spaniſh Army, that ik re- 


ſolved to employ him on ſome ſmall expe- 


ditions and reconnoitring parties, all which 


he executed in ſuch a ſoldier-like manner, 


as 
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as made the Count employ him on a ſervice 
of more conſequence. He had found all 


his endeavours to forward the formation of 


magazines and equipment of the Army, 
when he was ſo much preſſed for time, 
traverſed and fruſtrated, by the dilatori- 
neſs of the Paymaſter-General of the troops, 
then alſo at head-quarters, inſomuch that 
he had been obliged to repreſent his re- 
peated miſbehaviour and negletts to the 
Miniſter, requeſting his removal, but with- 


out effect: the whole Army complained of 
his tardineſs in making the reſpective pay- 


ments, according to the orders he received 


from the Mareſhal General, inſomuch that 


on one occaſion, the Count had been ſo pro- 


voked as to inflict corporal puniſhment 
upon the perſon of his Paymaſter- General, 
by kicking him down from the top of a 


flight of winding Rairs in the Caſtle of 


Abrantes, on which occaſion the fat puf- 
flng Paymaſter tumbled or rather rolled 


like a butter-ball to the bottom ; and this 


'T 3 incident f 
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incident was as publickly known as it was 
applauded, —To return to Mackilphan— 
The Mareſhal General ſoon after ordered a 
conſiderable detachment to be got ready, 

which he putunder Mackilphan's command, 
giving him his inſtructions, and an order to 
receive from the Paymaſter-General the 
ſubſiſtance for his detachment during the 
time they ſhould be out upon command, 
Mackilphan preſented the order, and was 
defired to wait a little, to which he gently 
replied, that his orders were of ſuch a preſ- 
ſing nature as to admit of no delay, and 
urging again ſoon after to be diſpatched: 
the Paymaſter- General, (whoſe name was 
Durao, and whole character was, to he as 
abject and fawning before his ſuperiors, as 
inſolent and brutal to all he conſidered 
_ equal to, or beneath himſelf) looking con- 
temptuouſlyat Mackilphan'suniform,which 
was ſtill Spaniſh, and which he was not ac- 
quainted with, anſwered him roughly, © that 
25 he 
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he had then buſineſs of more conſequence 
to attend to; and that he ſhould be paid 
the money he wanted at the ſame time with 
the reſt of the Spaniſh deſerters.— Colonel 
Mackilphan, in a rage, at ſuch a piece of 
inſolence, took one of the two piſtols 
he always carried in his belt, and clap- 
ping it inſtantly to the Paymaſter's fore- 
head, drew the trigger, but it miſled fire ; 
however, frightened out of his ſenſes, the 
Paymaſter dropped under the table, and 
there was an uproar in the office. Mackil- 


phan returned directly, and related the af- 
fair, exactly as it happened, to Count la 


Lippe, who told him he was exceedingly 
mortified that his piſtol had miſſed fire, 
The Colonel ſaid he had ſtill another good 
flint, which he was certain would not 
' miſs, and that he would juſt return to do 
the Paymaſter's buſmeſs effectually. To 
this however the Count did not conſent; 
but ordered an Aid du Camp with him, 
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who procured payment, and he was de- 
ſpatched immediately. 
Such was Colonel Mackilphan' $ firſt entry 
into the Portugueſe ſervice, where Count 
la Lippe toak him by the hand, and puſhed 
him on; and he has, on all occafions, 
behaved perfectly like a Gentleman; no 
Foreign Officer having been more reſpected ü 
by the natives of all ranks, convinced that 
he never would put up with the ſhadow of 
neglect on their part, without calling them 
to account for it, in the manner they of all 
others deteſt and abhor the moſt. As a good 
Catholic, he has been particularly fortu- 
nate in ingratiating himſelf with the Prieſts, 
and by the intereſt and ſupport of the 
Biſhop of the dioceſe where he reſides, he 
had, not long before our arrival at Almei- 
da, effected an advantageous marriage with 
a young Heireſs in that part of the country, 
ſo as to render himſelf independent of the 
ſervice, and for that reaſon ſo much the 


more reſpected by the Miniſtry. 5 
I may, 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS, 282 


I may add to the above, the character 
of another very worthy Gentleman of 
the ſame country with the King's Lieute- | 
| nant, who has the rank of Brigadier in 
the Army, and is Colonel of a Regiment 
of Cavalry in the next province. In his 
_ diſpoſition, I think, he reſembles a good 


deal the Engliſhman ; but is compelled 
to be more prudent, being entirely eſta- 
þliſhed in this country, and depending on 
it, having ſome time ago married a Lady 


of high rank and family in the ſame, 
This Gentleman, when a much younger 


man, had made himſelf remarkable in 


Paris, by an encounter he had there with 


your celebrated patriot Alderman Wilkes: 


and when he came firſt to Portugal, 15 


am told, he was conſidered as a Tilter, 
or a Bretteur ; but, a very little ex- 


perience of the propriety of his conduct 


and character, ſoon convinced the world 


that he was as > incapable of giving an 


affront, N 


yours, which I ſhall anſwer by the next 
opportunity. Till then, 
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affront, as he was of receiving it from 
any man. 


As I was cloſing this I have juſt received 


| Adieu, 


LE f. 
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LETTER 3v. 


Porto, 1778. 


DAR BROTHER, 


WI RE any of us diſpoſed to eſtimate 
our felicity according to the goodneſs or 
badneſs of our living, we have as much 
reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on our ar- 
rival here, as we have hitherto had to deem 
ourſelves unfortunate on our journey hi- 
ther. Monſieur Haudricourt, Lord Free- 
mans Valet, has been laviſh in his curſes 
on the country we have travelled through. 
But here the Chriſtmas pies, the fat turkies, 
the fine firloins, the Jellies and creams of 


al 
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all kinds, wi every other delicacy are to 


be met with in abundance. The Foreign 
Merchants, eſpecially the Enghſh, who are 


by far the moſt numerous, not only live in 
affluence themſelves, and much better than 
the ſame perſons would do in London, but 


the natives follow their example, and live 
much in the ſame manner; and I am aſ- 


ſured, they mix and communicate more 
with the F oreigners here, than their coun- 
trymen do with thoſe eſtabliſhed in Liſbon, 
where, as being the Court, it were more 
natural to expect a diſpoſition to banity 
and mutual intercourſe. 

But, be that as it may, we ſhould have 
little reaſon, in my humble opinion, to re- 
gret the want of ſo many good dinners as 
we are aſked to, while we poſſeſs ſo extra- 
ordinary and valuable a landlord as the 


Gentleman who inſiſted on our taking up 
our reſidence in his houſe, who is no other 


than the Britiſh Conſul here, and the moſt 


enter- 
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entertaining companion I have met with 


any where. He is almoſt in every thing 
the reverſe of his brother Conſul at Faro, 
in the other end of the kingdom. If this 


was dumb, moroſe and penſive, the other 


is verſatile, ſprightly and communicative 


in the higheſt degree, and has a wonderful 


ſkill in adapting himſelf to all companies 
and languages he happens to meet with. 


If the Conſul of Faro paſſed his life among 


the numerous Clerks he has in his Count- 


ing-houſe, and in attending to the concerns 


of a large family of children, his Col- 


league of Porto, living in a very large 


houſe, has no counting-houſe nor family 
to mind, and though far enough at preſent 
from being a young man, is {till a bache- 
lor, and his domeſtics conſiſt of a withered 


old Portugueſe beldam, paſt eighty, who 
makes his bed, lights his fire, and ſends 
him in his breakfaſt, and a young Galician | 


boy, who cleans his ſhoes, and brings him 


a powdered wig once or twice every day 


from 
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from the neareſt barber's ſhop, His library 
conſiſts of a large and heterogeneous col- 
lection of books, which we viſit and fre- 
quent at all hours, and I think we ſeem 
no to be more maſters of the houſe than 
| himſelf. When he inſiſted on our lodging 
with him, he ſwore he would find us in 
nothing but clean beds and breakfaſt ; for 
as to dinners and ſuppers, it was the buſi- 
neſs of the city to find them for us; and 
indeed hitherto we have had more friendly 
invitations of that kind, than it has been 
poſſible ſor us to anſwer. 

In the mornings, as is natural, we are 
generally inclined to read, and repair to 
the library, in ſize much more reſembling 
a public than a private one. Our young 
Prieſt, John Carlos, indeed ſeldom leaves 
it, ſo delighted 1s he with the ſort of reading 
he finds here, which is perfectly new to 
him. Amongſt the firſt queſtions Lord Free- 
man aſked the Conſul was, if he could let 


him 
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him have the uſe of a Bible? The Conſul 
ſtared, and told him, it was really one of 
the laſt requeſts he expected to be made 
him by an Engliſh Officer! However, he 


' carried us to a long ſhelf, where we found Bk. 2 1 5 
copies of almoſt all the editions which have M's 
been printed from Cardinal Ximenes's Com- / fi 


plutenſi an Poly glot down to Dean Ryder's 
Family Bible. Lord Freeman ſaid he was 


already pretty well acquainted with that 


invaluable book, but as his young compa- 


nion John Carlos had never ſeen one, he 


was willing to introduce it to his acquaint- 
ance. There was ſomething humorous and 


ſarcaſtic in the very arrangement of the 


Conſul's books. On the ſame ſhelf with 


the Bibles were to be found Sale's and 


Savary's Tranſlations of the Koran, and le 
Syſteme de la Nature, with Bryant's An- 
tient Mythology, and Gebelin's Monde Pri- 


miti/. On another ſhelf we found the Ad- 
ventures of Don Quixote; on one ſide of 
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him was the Life and Miracles of his coun- 


tryman Saint Ignatius of Loyola, and on 


the other a ſplendid copy of John Bunyans 


Holy War, which was ſupported by a moſt 
voluminous Life of Saint Jago, or James, 


the great Apoſtle of Spain, who has been 


\ ſeen ſo often fighting on a white horſe at 
the head of the Spaniſh troops againſt the 
Moors, as Caſtor and Pollux were ſeen 
fighting on horſeback in the Roman army. 
when Aulus Poſthumius the Dictator at- 


tacked Octavius Mamilius the Tuſculan, at 


Regillus; among ſeveral volumes of the 


abſurd and unintelligible jargon of the 
Thomiſts and Scotiſts, and other ſchoolmen, 
we found intermixed Doctor Beattie's Eſſay 


on Truth and Locke's Eſſay on the Human 


Underſtanding ; and a large colleftion of 
what is reckoned by the Spaniſh and Por- 
tugueleDivines the belt and graveſt of their 


Lenten and Miſſionary Sermons, was con- 
traljed by Biſhop Tillotſon's Works and by 
DN Doctor 
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Doctor Blair, and Fordyce's excellent Diſ- 
courſes, which laſt I had never ſeen before; 


David Hume's Eſſays were poſted cloſe by 


the Works of Saint Auſtin, and the ſiery and 


impatient Martin Luther was perfectly quiet 
in company with the zealous and declaim- 


ing annaliſt Cardinal Baronius: 


But, beſides the above, the Conſul's li- | 


brary is well furniſhed with books in all 
Arts and Sciences, eſpecially the mathema- 
tical; in which he ! 1s conſtantly dabbling, 


and has a large manuſcript collection he has 


made, of problems and theorems of his 
own arranging or compoſition; in another 
well lighted room adjoining' the library, 
ſtands a pair of the largeſt globes I have 
yet ſeen, and I think the wooden horizon- 
tal circle cannot be much leſs than four 
feet in diameter; theſe have been lately 
finiſhed here under his own direction, for he 
keeps three or four ingenious artiſts almoſt 


conſtantly employed in his houſe. In the 


globes, he has made a variety of 1 inter eſting 


Vor. I. WW alter- 
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alterations and improvements, according 
to the moſt authentic modern accounts he 
could collect, as well in the celeſtial as terrel- 
trial globe; in this laſt he has formed the ob- 


late ſpheroid, with the diameter of che axis 
to that of the equator, as 177 to 178, the 


| firſtbeing 18340 toiſes ſhorter than the laſt; 


he has inſerted many new iſlands in the Pa- 
cific Ocean, and marked the ſettings of the 
currents in many different parts of the 
globe, not expreſſed on any other; and this 
he has been the better able to do by means - 
of an extenſive collettion he has made of 
Voyages and Travels, and by comparing 
them together, for he appears to be parti- 
cularly well inſtrufted in the eſſential parts 
of great navigation. 
From his library you aſcend by a ſpa- 
cious ſtaircaſe to a platform, covered with 


lead, which ſerves him for an obſervatory, 


with an apartment at one end of it con- 
taining a neat collection of inſtruments: 
From this place, the Conſul aſſured us he 
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has often ſeen the planet Venus with nj 
naked eye, in the morning above the Sun 
and to the weſtward of him, and as he ſup- | | 
poſed then in her Aphelion; and when he | 
applied but a common glaſs to her, ſhe ap- 
peared with one fide brightly illuminated, 
like a beautiful ivory ball, ſuſpended in 

_ the vaſt regions of ſpace ; ſo fine and clear 
is the atmoſphere generally in this coun- 
try. „ 

It were endleſs to mention the variety of 
entertainment the Conſul affords us; his 
dexterous contrivances of the camera ob- 

ſcura, and his ingenious methods of exact- 
ly copying every thing therein repreſented, 

his ſolar microſcopes, and his apparatus for 
electrical experiments; this indeed, had 
twice before procured him the honour of a 
viſit from the Commiſſaries of the holy In- 
quiſition of Coimbra, urged thereto by the 
univerſal cry and prevailing opinion of the 
Prieſts and common people, that the Conſul 
U 2 „ 2 
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was a Magician, who, by his art and the 


help of the Devil, drew the thunderbolts 
from the clouds into his own garden. It 


ſeems he had fixed a long bar of iron hori- 


zontally over his houle, from one end of 


which was ſuſpended an iron chain, the 


other end whereof reached down to a 
flower-plot under his windows, and here 


the lightning, running down the chain, on 


occaſion of a thunder ſtorm paſſing, had 
ſometimes made holes in the ſoft earth, and 
on one occaſion a very large one, blowing 
all his flowers about, and this incident had 
made a great noiſe in the city. It happened, 
that both the Commiſſaries were men of 


ſome candour and reflection, who, compar- 


ing the Conſul's eſtabliſhed virtuous charac- 
ter with ſuch a black accuſation, could not 


help thinking it abſurd; and, what was per- 


haps no leſs fortunate for the Conſul, their 
viſits happened at a time when the Inquiſi- 


tion, being entirely under the controul of 


the 


| 
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the Marquis of Pombal, durſt not take 7 . 


ſtep without his expreſs permiſſion; the Con- 
ſul received their viſits reſpectfully, enter- 
tained them very politely, and, explaining 
to them the whole proceſs of his experi- 


ments, the nature and qualities of fire, in a 


philoſophical manner, but in terms they 


readily comprehended, he ſent them away 


perfectly well ſatisſied, and enraged at the 
ridiculous accuſations of cheir ignorant 
countrymen. 


Ihe ſatis faction we enjoy in the Conſul's 


company is very much damped, by the 


| near proſpect we have of loſing it, for Lord 


Freeman is in daily, nay hourly hopes of a 
ſummons to Liſbon, and I ſhall certainly 


accompany him whenever he goes; his be- 


haviour has been ſo uniformly and remark- 
ably friendly, that nothing can exceed it ; 
he has even gone ſo far as to truſt me with 


the ſecret of his Journey into this country, 


which is in ſubſtance the ſame with what 


3 | his 
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his Valet de Chambre had related to me, as 


far as that information went, but it was not 


till very lately that he himſelf informed me 
of the reaſon of our not repairing immedi- 
ately to Liſbon. * On our arrival at Faro, 
(ſaid he to me the other evening) the firſt 


letter I opened of thoſe {ent me from Liſ- 
bon, was from a faithful ſervant I have fla- 
tioned there, which informed me, that ſoon 


after my leaving London, my deareſt Don- 
na Lucretia, preparing to ſet out for Lil 
bon, and happening to make a farewel viſit 
to a family in Hammerſmith, where the 
ſmall-pox then raged, had been ſuddenly 


ſeized with the infection, and had been even 


dangerouſly ill, but was then perfectly re- 
covered; in all which I was confirmed by 
her own letters, in which ſhe acquainted me 


that ſhe had been entirely covered with the 


; ulcers, but that there had not remained the 


leaſt mark on any part of her, in con- 
ſequence; that, as I well knew the little 
value ſhe had always ſet upon that beauty 

had 
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I had affected ſo much to admire, ſo now. 
the dear-bought experience of appearing 


before her glaſs as the loathſome diſorder 
increafed upon her, had taught her to hold 
it in ſtill much leſs eſteem ; and to conſider 
it as the moſt adventitious and precarious 
of all the gifts of fortune; that however de- 
cency and a proper reſpect for herſelf and 
for the world, required that ſhe ſhould keep 
to her apartments till the redneſs of the ſkin, 
occaſioned by the eruption of the puſtules, 


was entirely worn off, which the Phyſicians | 
aſſured her could not be in leſs than two 

or three months, and therefore, to her 
great regret, I muſt not expect to ſee her 


in Liſbon before that time, 


* I made haſte to anſwer her with every 
_ endearing expreſſion of love, gratitude, and 


never- failing attachment, informing her, 
that as I was then on my way to meet her 
at Liſbon, I ſhould employ the intervening 


time in making a tour in this kingdom, till 


I ſhould be informed from Liſbon of her 


* 26” arrival 


9 
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arrival there, when I would make it my 
only buſineſs to fly to her teet. The time 


for her arrival muſt now be at hand, and 


I ſtand on the tip- toe of expectation, ready 
to ſet off at a minutes notice; and I hope 
you vill not bens me of che On, 


ol your company.” 


1 aſſured his Lordſhip, it would now 
give me ſenſible pain to part with him; 
and that, while I remained in this country, 
I deſired nothing ſo much as to enjoy the 
happineſs of kis converſation. 

I muſt now anſwer your laſt ſhort epiſ- 
tle, in which you inform me of our fiſter's 


| marria ge. 


Had you, when you laſt wrote, re- 
ceived the letter I wrote you from Faro, 


very ſoon after my arrival in this country, 
I preſume you would not have found it ne- 
ceſſary to give me ſuch an apologetical 
account of that tranſaction. I hope, how- 
ever, you have received that letter before 
now; for by it you will ſee how different 


my 
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my ſentiments, in matters which concern 
religion, are, from thoſe you gratuitouſſy 
ſuppoſe me to be governed by. The more 
I refle upon the ſtate of our infancy and 
youth, the more I am convinced that a 
good education is the greateſt piece of good 
fortune that can happen to either man 
or woman, and more eſpecially to the 
latter. In the former, a more extenſive 
view of things, improved by reaſon and 
reflection, will do much towards rectifying 
his ideas, and reſcuing them from that la- 

pyrinth of miſtaken knowledge, in which 
a ſyſtem of learned ignorance had led them 
aſtray; in the latter, even ſuppoſing the 

rational powers and the faculties of the un- 
derſtanding to be equal with ours, yet to 
know and do the right, they labour under 
many diſadvantages we are not expoſed to; 

their uniform and ſtationary manner of life 

deprives them of many opportunities we 
enjoy; and the abſence of reaſon, or which 
zs the ſame, the predominance of the paſſi- 


ons, 
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ons, which is often miſtaken for it, makes 
them adhere more obſtinately to opinions 
once taught or adopted, without farther re- 
flection, or admitting of compariſons, in 
matters eſpecially which they are aſſiduouſly 
taught to conſider as above their compre- 
henſion. Such perſons, therefore, require 
the more immediate interpoſition of a fa- 
ther's or a brother's friendly care, to direct 
their ſteps in the greateſt circumſtance of 
their lives, I mean their eſtabliſhment in 
the world by marriage; and though I am 
perfectly well pleaſed to find the perſon 
our ſiſter has married is ſo much to her 
liking, yet I am much happier to know 
that he was of your choice than of her | 
own; at the ſame time I muſt tell you, I 
think her lover's condeſcenſion to her pre- 
judices, and eſpecially yours, have carried 
| you both too far in two articles, wherein 
you certainly ſhould not have been ſo com- 
plaiſant; and to which I muſt vg leave to 
enter my objections. 
You 
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You muſt know, that both in Spain and 


this country, when a Proteſtant man in- 


tends marrying a Roman Catholic woman, 
the Pope's Nuncio is provided with powers 
from Rome to grant a diſpenſation, on pay- 
ing for it, for without money Rome gives 
nothing; and every Proteſtant who marries 
in theſe countries ; is therefore under the 


neceſſity of complying with this piece of 


mockery. But it is too ridiculous to ſubmit 
to the ſame in England or Ireland, where 
marriage is what it ought to be, only a ci- 
vil contract, and where any country Curate 
could have done the ceremony as effectu- 
ally, to all intents and purpoſes whatever, 
without paying ſuch an exorbitant ſum for 
an imaginary diſpenſation from a particular 
Biſhop of a far diſtant country, with whom 


ve have no manner of connection; the com- 
plaiſance therefore of a lover, in yielding to 


his miſtreſs's prejudices and miſplaced in- 
treaties, is much more exculeable than 


yours, 


n . 
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vours, and Iam both heartily ſurpriſed and 


lorry you ever gave your conlent. 
But what ſhall I ſay to the other article; 


- which is of a much more ſerious nature, 
and on which the happineſs or miſery of a 


diſtant poſterity may in a great meaſure 
depend ? 
The many examples alledged af the fame 


practice i in Other perſons, make nothing to 


the point; or if they do, they ought only 


to ſerve as beacons upon rocks, to direft 


the prudent pilot to avoid, inſtead of fteer- 


ing tor them; Nay, had the bridegroom 


only concluded his bargain exactly con- 
trary to what he has done, much miſchief 


wight have been prevented; had it only 


been ſtipulated that the male and not the 
ſemale iſſue of the marriage ſhould be edu- 


cated in the Popiſh belief, the boys would, 
ſor the reaſons I mentioned above, have 


moſt probably atoned in due time, by a 
return to realon (as we have donc), lor 
the ſolly of their parents. But it is a pro- 


vokin 9 
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voking ſpecies of cruelty, that innocent 
and helpleſs girls ſhould, without any fault 


of theirs, at their firſt appearance in the 


world, be put into traminels and chains, 


which they muſt wear through life, and by 


that means entail the ſame ort of curſe 


upon their innocent poſterity. 
I ſpeak my mind to you freely and 


candidly, as I feel it dictated by Conſcience, 


that awful and impartial guide; and I do 
it with the more confidence, as I am cer- 
tain you are of the ſame opinion, which in 


the preſent inſtance you only diſpenſed 


with, out of condeſcenſion to the entreaties 


of a woman and a filter. But it ſhould 


have occurred to you, that even {ſuch con- 


deſcenſion has its limits, which it becomes 


dangerous to exceed, and that by reſiſtance 


you would have ſecured the real and ſub- 


ſtantial happineſs of numbers yet unborn; 
whereas by yielding, you have only grati- 
fed the childiſh and unpertinent ſeruples 


of. 
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of a well-meaning and ill-educated indivi- 


dual. 

Adieu, my dear Charles ; my next will 
contain ſome farther accounts of thoſe wor- 
thy fellows we left in the Beira. Good 
night, : „ 


I. E T. 
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LETTER xvt 


Porto, 1779, 


DRkAR BROTHER, 


Troven I am careful! in taking my 


notes and obſervations on whatever re- 


markable occurs to us here, for the ſubject 


of future letters, according to your injunc- 
tions, yet, before I proceed to them, it is 


reaſonable I ſhould firſt diſcuſs the ſubjett 


matter of what paſſed among our friends 


at Almeida, for whom we have retained a 
very particular attachment and affection ; 


ſuch as I think the ſtrangeneſs of their ſitu- 


ation muſt exact from every Britiſh _ 
of feeling and humanity. 

Among ſuch a variety of characters our 
company in Almeida was compoſed of, 
amounting 
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amounting to the number of twelve per- 


ſons, natives either of Great Britain or Ire- 
land, and which remained together for 
near eight days on this occaſion; our em- 
ployments in the day time were naturally 
various, and we were ſeldom afſembled all 


together but in the evening at ſupper, hen 


ſometimes the ſocial glaſs went round more 
Majorum ; Some went a-ſhooting, as the 


country abounded in game; others attend- 
ed the exerciſes of one or other of the Re: 


giments, which were out every forenoon ; 
others went to ſec the practice of the great 
gun, while the reſt rode as far as the Town 


of Ciudad Rodrigo and Fort Conception in 


Spain. We found ourlclves agrecably en- 


tertained all the time, and were even forry 


when the company came to break up. 


The fame tawny-coloured Officer, who had 
behaved ſo abruptly to us when we firſt 
came to the garriſon, ſeemed now anxious, 
on every occaſion, by his awkward fawn- 
ing and oblequioutnels, to apologize for 


lis 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 305 


his former conduct, whereof we had in- 
formed the King's Lieutenant. This Gen- 


tleman told us, he was a poor, lazy, inſig- 
' nificant being, and had been appointed to 
that poſt in his Regiment by General Mac- 
lean, formerly Colonel of it, merely be- 


cauſe he had a ſtrong clear voice, to com- 


mand at the exerciſes, without any other 


qualification whatever Apropos, (ſaid 
Lord Freeman) I was informet at Elvas, 
that both Generals Fraſer and Maclean had 
tolerable appointments while in the ſervice 
here? The other replied, that they certainly 
had; the former ſupported by Lord B—s 
intereſt, to which the cunning old Miniſter | 
at Liſbon found it, at that time, expedient 
to pay attention; and the latter owed his 
good fortune here, not to his military 
merit, which was very great, and of which 
they were not judges, but to his inimitable 
addreſs in flattering the Miniſter, and ren- 
dering himſelf popular in the nation, by 


making them believe, as they really did, 


that he loved and reſpected them, whereas | 


Vo. I. b Eq no 
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no man ever held them in a more con- 


ſummate degree of contempt: and theſe 
were the only two of all the Foreign Offi- 
cers in the ſervice, who could have made 


a better ſhift than the others to ſubſiſt upon 
the double appointments; and they were 
alſo the only two who, ſheciali gratia, ac- 
tually received more than treble theſe ap- 


pointments, while the. greater number was 
left to do their beſt upon a limited ſub- 


ſiſtence indeed; whereof you will be able 


to judge by the State of Pay I ſhall men- 


uon, according to the ranks in the Portu- 
gueſe Army; and on allowing us the dou- 


ble of that, you will judge how we are to 


ſubſiſt in a country, where living is gene- 
rally more expenſive than in France or Ire- 
land, or even ſome parts of England. I 
mark the full and neat pay of each rank in 


Engliſh money, at the rate of 36 Shillings 


to 6400 Reis, and at this rate: 


VE . N | | * J. Fo d. | 
A Lieut. General has per month 28 2 o „ben employed, 
or on the Staff, o- 
thetwiſe nothing. 


A Major Genera!!! 14 1 © 
A Brigadier General „ ͤ ü 


A Colonel of Infantry — 2 


0 
A Lieutenant Colonel of ditto 7 17 6 
6 


A Major 5 - 615 | ACaptain 


* * . i . ; | 
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A Captain -. 4 $09 
A Lieutenant'} of Grenadiers 2 5 0 
An Enſign 2 © 6 
A Captain BR LLC 2 16 o 
A Lieutenant f of Infantry 2 0 6 
An Enſign t 13 9 
A Grenadier or common Soldier 07-0 
An Artillery Soldier «0-100 


The Subalterns, non-commilſioned Offi- 


ters, and Soldiers have beſides an ammuni- 


tion-loaf daily, which for them is a very 
conſiderable article: and the Colonels of 


Regiments and Captains of Companies have 
not a ſhadow of a perquiſite of any kind.“ 
During this diſcourſe, which paſſed as 
we were walking on the Parade, an Officer 
well mounted, followed by three or four 


ſervants, entered the gate near us, and on 
ſeeing the King's Lieutenant, who is alſo 
Governor, he immediately alighted, and 
coming up to him, there paſſed abundance 
of compliments, and expreſſions of kind- 


neſs, friendſhip and ſervices between es 
alter which the Officer took his leave.— 
* We have been expecting this man from 


Liſbon for ſome time paſt, (aid the Kings 
Lieutenant to us) where he has been for a 
X 2 long 
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long time ſoliciting, and has at laſt obtained, 
what he calls the reſtitution of his honour 


and reputation, which, he ſays, General 


| Fraſer had unjuſtly deprived him of. He 


is a man of ſome family, and of a very 


good provincial fortune, as fortunes go in 
this country, and had been Lieutenant Co- 
lonel in one of the Regiments of Cavalry 
in the next province, where Fraſer com- 
manded the troops, but of ſo reſtleſs: and 
miſchievous a diſpoſition, fo buſily em- 
ployed in little dark cabals, and in foment- 


ing a ſpirit of mutiny not only in his own 


Regiment, but alſo through the whole gar- 


rilon where he was, and at the ſame time ſo 


relaxed in his perlonal attendance on every 


fort of duty, under colour of ſickneſs, pri- 


vate buſineſs, or many other pretences 
equally falſe and frivolous, that the Gene- 


ral found himlelf under the neceſſity of 


having him diſmiſſed the ſervice, by re- 


_ preſenting to the late Miniſter, not the true, 


but the ſuppoſed cauſe of want of health, 
which rendered him unfit | to continue in it: 


and 
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and though he himſelf, the Miniſter and the 


General were all equally conſcious of what. 
was the real cauſe of his diſmiſſion, (which 
was no other than his vile, ſeditious, ungo- 
vernable diſpoſition) yet, no ſooner had the 
preſent Queen got the government in her 
hands, than he ſet out for Liſbon, and re- 
preſenting a multitude of ridiculous falſe- 
hoods concerning General Fraſer's behavi- 
our to him, ſaid he was alſo come to pre- 
Tent himſelf, in order to convince her Ma- 
jeſty, that, with reſpect to bodily health, 
no man in the kingdom: was in a better 
condition to ſerve her than himſelf ; how- 
ever, his real character was too well known 
alſo by the preſent Miniſters, and all his 
mancuvres would have failed him, had it 
not been, that going one morning to pay 
his reſpects to the eldeſt ſon of our preſent 
Premier, he found him buſy in examining 
ſome ancient coins he ſeemed to ſet great 
value on, and told him he had ſeveral cu- 
rious ones in his poſſeſſion, which he would 
þring to his Excellency the next morning, 


| 
| 
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which he accordingly did ; and after they 
were accepted of, he produced another bag 
containing one hundred pieces of five moi- 


dores each, telling him, they were a curio- 


ſity, and an old coin of one of their own. 
Kings, which he ſhould never have parted 


with, had it not been to beg him to depoſit 


them in his Cabinet of Antiquities, ſaying, 


that, as he had no ſuch Cabinet of his own, 
| they were of no uſe to him, but might ſerve 


to ornament that of his Excellency, and 


proteſting, that if he refuſed to accept of | 
them, he ſhould conſider it as the groſſeſt 
affront that could poſſibly be put upon 


him. 

In a very ſhort time after this incident, 
it was diſcovered at Court, that our Gentle. 
man had been cruelly uſed by General Fra- 


ſer ; that he was a perſon of ſingular merit, 


full of fine health, ſpirits, and zeal for her 
Majeſty's ſervice; and in a week more he 


received the Queen's commiſſion, appoint- 
ing him Colonel of the ſame Regiment 


from which he had been diſmiſſed, orderin g 


every 
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every note or remembrance of ſuch dilmif- 
ſion to be eraſed from the re gimental books, 
and he is now ſo far on his way to take 
poſſeſſion of his old Regiment.” 

We were now joined by ſeveral others of 
our company, and as 1t grew late, we ad- 
Journed to ſupper, which was our principal 
meal, as our dinner was but flight, and 
that early; which, with our morning walks, 
rides, and peregrinations, I am convinced, 
from experience, contribute much more to 
the enjoyment of real health, than all [ the 
medicines ever invented. 
| During ſupper, our converſation turned 

chiefly on the new Colonel of Cavalry, who 

was well known to moſt of them; and 
they made no ſcruple of ſpeaking their 
opinions without reſerve, and theſe made 
him appear indeed the vileſt creature alive, 
and at the ſame time conveyed the ſevereſt 
ſtricture on the Government, which had 
thought proper to employ him. Major 
Saint Amour ſaid, he thought there 
were but few honeſt men in the whole 

X 4 country, 
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country, that is to ſay, ſuch as could com- 
pare with thoſe eſteemed as honeſt men in 


other countries; that among themſelves 


there were ſome who were not ſo totally 
abandoned as others, and fo comparatively 
more honeſt; but that, when compared as 
a nation with any other he knew of, they 
far exceeded them all in every ſpecies of 
wickedneſs—drinking alone excepted; for, 


(added he) they are ſuch a ſet of dark, in- 


{crutable impoſtors, and there is ſuch a con- 


ſiderable ſhare of baſe ingenuity requiſite 
to trace them through all the mazes, turn- 


ings and windings of their complicated 


knavery, that unleſs a man becomes by 
habit, practice, and principle, as bad as one 
of themſe by es, it is umpolkble ever to find 
them out,” 


Brigadier Forbes, known formerly in 


London by the name of Captain Forbes, 


rophed, * that he was extremely ſorry he 
could not diſſent much more than he felt 


ke did, from the truth of Saint Amour's 


remarks upon the Portugueſe ; his expe: 


rience 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 44 


rience of them had been perhaps equal ta 

that of any other man in the company, 
and he thought experience was the ſureſt 
guide whereby to regulate one's opinion ; 
of them.” 

That worthy man, the King's Lieute- 
nant, ſaid, * he agreed entirely with what 
the laſt Gentleman obſerved; that he knew 
of no method of becoming really ac- 
quainted with the manners and charafter 
of a people, ſo authentic, and ſo little ſub- 
ject to error and miſtake, as by hiſtorical 
relations and details of matters of fact, 
which have really come to pals, under the 
eye or intimate knowledge of the relater, 
provided he adhere uniformly to that un- 
biaſſed ſpirit of impartiality which alone 
can give his account any credit, or himſelf 
any ſatisfaction: and, (added he) as ſome- 
thing like this, is the moſt rational and in- 
ſtructive manner we have of entertaining 
Lord Freeman and his companions, and of 

thanking them for the favour they have 
done us of their company, I call upon you, 
Mr. 


„ Streets Of 


Mr. Forbes, to begin, by giving us an ac- 


count of what you know of the honeſty 
and good taith of the prope among whom 


we live.“ 
But you maſt have patience till the 


next opportunity, when you ſhall have 
the ſtory of Mr, Forbes's marriage, At 
preſent I am obliged to dreſs for a formal 


Portugueſe dinner, to which our landlord 


ang his gueſts have been aſked cheſe eight 
3 
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LETTER XVII. 


Parto, 1779, 


Dran BROTHER, 


You have, no doubt, heard of the pro- 
fuſion exhibited at a miſer's feaſt, which is 
become proverbial. If we are to judge of 
the Gentleman who gave us the great din- 
ner, mentioned at the end of my laſt letter, 
by the ſame rule, he muſt be a miſer n 
perfection. I never in my lite ſaw ſuch in- 
credible quantities of victuals preſented to 
ſo ſmall a number of perſons, nor could, 
in my opinion, any thing exceed it, ex- 
cepting only the voracious manner after 
which I ſaw about five-and-twenty Portu- 
gueſe Gentlemen devour them. As this 
paſſes all deſcription, I ſhall prudently leave 
LEM 11 
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it undeſcribed ; for my own part, I ate 
very little, for the fight of ſo much vic- 
tuals, and the ravenous manner of conſum- 
ing them, was very near becoming nau- 
 feous to me, had I not been ſeated by our 
very entertaining and agreeable landlord, 
who was in a fine vein of humour, by 
which he even obliged the Portugueſe, fo 
totally intent upon their feeding, to ſuſ. 
pend that animal function, and exerciſe 
their riſible faculties, he ſo tickled their ima- 
gination with the apteſt and beſt applied 
expreſſions in their own language, which 
He ſpeaks in perfection: when, at ſome in- 
tervals, I expreſſed my ſurprize at what I 
faw, he told me in Engliſh, it was nothing 
to other ſcenes of gormandizing he has 
been preſent at; that it was very common 
Tor the Portugueſe, when aſked to ſuch an 
entertainment, to faſt for the preceding 
day, or to prepare themſelves by gentle 
purgatives, for doing honour to the perſon 
who invites them. 


But 
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But leaving that mechanical buſineſs to 
en of ſuch bad taſte, I ſhall con- 


tinue with the ſtory of Mr. F orbes, 1 in his 
own words. 


EI I were to give you an account (aid | 
Mr. Forbes, after being called upon by the 
King's Lieutenant) of only the twentieth 
part of what has come under my own cog- 
nizance, concerning the duplicity and diſ- 
ingenuity of theſe people, and the diſlike 
they have to Foreigners in general, I ſhould 
keep you here till to-morrow at this time; 
but what, in my opinion, ſhould moſt pro- 
voke the indignation of every man of pro- 
bity and honour, and diſplays, at the ſame 
time, the baſeneſs and meanneſs of this 
people's diſpoſition, is, that in all their ſe- 
cret underhand accuſations, informations, 
and attempts to hurt and diſcredit you, 
they never attack you on the fide of 
your talents or capacity; nor accuſe you, 
of neglect of duty, nor deficiency in pro- 
feſſional knowledge, or in the practice of 
any of the moral virtues, of which they 


themſelves 
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themſelves have hardly even an idea; bit 
their whole efforts are directed to make 
you out a ſordid thief, a peculator; and an 


embezzler of the King's ſtores, When I 


commanded the Regiment of the Peniche 
at Liſbon, they reported, that I had ſtolen 
and ſold, Heaven knows how many of the 
ſoldiers ſhirts, pairs of ſtockings and ſhoes! 
and ſince I have commanded this Regiment 
of Cavalry, they have made me eat up 
and devour truſſes of ſtraw, and buſhels of 
corn, without number! and it becomes of 
no avail to evidence the impoſſibility of 
fuch allegations ; for, as they know the 
worſt that can happen them is to have their 
falle accuſations deſpiſed and negletted, 
without any danger of corporal puniſhment, 
they perſiſt in repeating the ſame allega- 
tions, which at laſt come to be believed by 
many; and the wretches enjoy a malignant 
pleaſure in ſpreading ſuch aſperſions. 

But as one example is better than a 
thouſand oblervations, I ſhall ſingle out 
one in which their malice will be evident, 
and 
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and that in perſons of rank, particularly 


one of the moſt dignified characters in the 


kingdom. 5 
_ The difficulties I encountered when I 


paid my addreſſes to the perſon who is now 
my wife, were generally known in Liſbon 
at the time: When I firſt ſaw her at the 


Opera there, I thought I had never ſeen 


any thing ſo beautiful, and indeed, I may 
now ſay, from the experience of her diſpo- 
ſition, fo good; I felt for her one of thoſe 
ſenſations which ſtrike to the heart, and I 
was miſerable till I could fall upon ſome 
means of ſignifying to her the ardour of my 


affection, and of being informed how hers 


was diſpoſed in regard to me: This, after 


conſiderable time and trouble, I effected, 


and was tranſported to find her inclinations 


ſo congenial with my own. What I chiefly 


wiſhed at this time was, for an opportunity 


of talking with her, but that I found to be 
totally imprafticable ; beſides, ſhe was at 


this very time already engaged to marry 
the heir of another family, as far as the 


will 
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will and authority of the parents of both 
parties could go to do it; which generally 


decide every thing of the kind in this coun- 


try ; for this purpoſe, in order to conſtitute 
her heirels of the family eſtate, her mother 
contrived to prove 1n a court of juſtice, by 
the help of ſome honeſt Lawyers, that her 


only ſon was a fool, as he really was, and 


ſtill continues to be, fo that he being ſet 
aſide, the eſtate went with the daughter; 
and with that of the Gentleman {he ſhould 


eſpouſe, was to form a noble patrimony for 
their children. 


« Till the moment my wiſe ſaw 1 me, the 
was indifferent, and had given as uſual, 
even her tacit conſent to the arrangements 
her relations were making for her marriage; 
but after that, ſhe peremptorily told her 
mother, ſhe would never marry into the 


Almada lamily, whatever attempts might 
be made to force her to it; and indeed of 
all the ugly, pitiful-looking Fidalgos I ever 
faw, her intended bridegroom was the moſt 


diſagrecable and dil guſting to behold; If to 


the 
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he (allow, bloodleſs colour of a hard- fea- 
tured, meagre, Jewiſh -countenance, you 


add that ſickly, languid appearance, pro- 
duced by the effects of a certain diſorder, 
very common in this country, operating 
ſtrongly in the blood, and handed down' 
from father to ſon; with an additional doſe 


of the infection from each, during ſomèe 


centuries paſt, you will be able to form 
ſome adequate idea of ſuch an Adonis; 


and what is worſe, his mind was more de- 


formetl than his ill-made and diminutive 
 petſon.” Gaming and Tow intrigue, detracs 
tion and back biting had been the principal 
occupations of his life; and, as ſoon as he 


and his numerous relations diſcovered the 


young Lady's partiality for me, they were 
not more active than my own mother. in- 
law, and all her adherents, in endeavour- 
ing, by every ſhameful means, to prevent 
the completion of our Wines. 
For this purpoſe, the ſon, who a title 
before had been proved a fool, was now 
made, by the help of other honeſt Lawyers, 
Yor. . Y to 
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to recover his ſenſes, and his mother got 
him married as quickly as poſſible, - in q- 
der, by means of his children, to cut off 
every proſpect of the family eſtate, ever 
falling to her daughter; in which he has 
not diſappointed her; nor, if report ſays 
true, any other female, to whom he made 
delicate propoſals, ſo ſucceſsful are real 
fools ſaid to be in their generative ſa- 
eulties. 41 1-86 ts 
« Be that as it may, the whole Nobility 
of Liſbon made a common cauſe of my 
temerity in preſuming to pay my addreſſes 
to a Lady by birth equal to themſelves, 
and nearly related to moſt of them; I was 
called an adventurer, a heretick, and a 
poor mean fellow, who, like all the other 
foreigners, had come to this ſervice to look 
for a bit of bread. 1 received a number of 
anonymous letters from ſecret friends, ad- 
viling me to deſiſt from my pretenſions, 
otherwiſe I would certainly be ſet upon 
and murdered in the ſtreets, or in the 
quarters by my own- ſoldiers, 
Rn MD. 3 
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n The late Cardinal Patriarch of Liſbon, 


Saldanha, was my wife's uncle, a man of 


great authority among the Nobility; and 
m truth he bore an univerſal good charac- 
ter, as a perſon of candor and urbanity, 
To him I reſolved to addreſs myſelf, to 
know his mind, and, if practirable, to 


obtain his ſupport in marrying his niece. 


I had already obliged him in ſeveral little 


favors granted to Officers and Soldiers he 
had ſent to me about, and he received me 
with great cordiality when I waited on 
him. After talking with him on the ſubject, 
he began by expreſſing his great perſonal 
regard for me, and eſteem for my charac- 
ter, but ſaid, that he could not approve of _ 


my marrying his niece. One thing, how- 
ever, he ſaid, I might depend on, which 
was, that whatever oppoſition he would 


make to it, ſhould be frank, open and 


avowed, ſuch as became one Gentleman 


to another, and by no means what he un- 
derſtood ſome of the Lady's relations were 


making. I kiſſed his hand, thanking him 
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for the fair and open declaration of his 


ſentiments, and took my leave. 


Mean time 1 received the certificates in 
form I had ſent for to my own country, 
and to France, of which I immediately diſ- 


perſed copies, taken by a Notary Public; 
and their aſtoniſhment was great, when 
they found, by ſome of them, that my 


anceſtors were noted and diſtinguiſhed in 


proweſs and arms, long before their little 


kingdom of Portugal exiſted as ſuch; and 
by others, that I had been chriſtened, and 


regularly educated at leaſt as good a Ca- 
tholic as themſelves. 


The lye direct being thus given to their 


moſt flagrant accuſations, other methods 


of preventing the match were to be adopt- 


ed, and I was poſitively aſſured one evening 


at the Opera, that I was to be ſet upon at 


going out. When 1 came to the door, a 


couple of ſellows ſeemed inclined to pre- 
vent my paſling, and were drawing their 
knives: I inſtantly ſtarted back, drew my 
ford, and pinned one of them to the wall, 
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the other made off, as well as ſeveral com- 


panions they had without. The villain .I 
ſecured eee to be a ſervant 1 the Al- 


mada family. 


This act of viglence made i it neceſſary 
for Government to interfere, and the young 


Lady was juridically interrogated by the 
competent Eccleſiaſtical Court, if her wiſh, 


deſire and intention were to marry me? to 


which having replied in the affirmative, 


ſhe was by the ſame Court taken out of her 


' mother's poſſeſſion, and depoſited under 
the care of another Lady of reputatian, till 
our marriage was celebrated, which was 
the firſt time I had an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing with her. 

The proud old Lady now enraged, at 
What ſhe called her daughter's obſtinacy, 
reſolved to do a thing, of all others the 


moſt humiliating to herſelf, to prevent the 
marriage; ſhe waited on the Marquis of 


Pombal, then Miniſter, whom in her heart 
he both hated and deſpiſed, and which he 
allo was perlettly ſenſible of, and feln 
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on her knees, ſhe conjured him by every 
argument ſhe could uſe, to prevent the 


nuptjals—but all in vain, His conſtant re- 
ply was, that there was but one method, 


by which his Majeſty could take upon him 
to forbid the þanns, and- that was, by en: 


gaging her daughter to declare her diffent 
to the match. 


« Before we were twelye months mar- 


| ried, the mother was as anxious to be 


reconciled to her daughter as ſhe had been 
pefore averſe to her marriage, and now 
laments bitterly, but in vain, her effefting 


the marriage of hex fooliſh ſon, which has 


entirely precluded her daughter's children 
from any hopes of enjoying the eſtate, 

* I ſhould be wanting in reſpett to the 
company, if I attempted to entertain you 
with all the mean, the profligate, cowardly 
and facinorous arts, the numerous op- 


polers « of my marriage put in prathce to 


preyent it; but what aſtoniſhed me be- 


yond every thing, aſter obtaining all the 


information poſlible, and inveſtigating 


every 
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every eircumſtance, ſo as to prevent my 


being impoſed on, or forming any raſh 


judgment, was, to find and know for cer- 
tain, that the ſame Cardinal Patriarch, who, 
_ unſolicited, had made me ſuch a generous 


declaration of his intentions, had been the 
principal adviſer and inſtigator of all of 


them! I confeſs, till that period, I had can- 


didly doubted the truth of many aſſertions 


I heard mjunous to the characters of our 
Portugueſe N obility, as men, and much 


more as perſons of rank; but I confeſs as 
freely, that, from that period to the pre- 


lent, I have never had the ſmalleſt reaſon 
to change the unfavourable- opinion of 
them I then adopted, and which the diſ- 


graceful uniformity of their behaviour 


compels me to preſerve.” 
Brigadier Forbes having finiſhed his ac- 
count, which appeared exceedingly ſingu- 


lar to us, unacquainted as we were with the 


cuſtoms of this country, the King's Lieu- 
tenant next called upon his friend Colonel 
Y 4 Mackil- 


. —— oat waar hi, Al on tn mere ene eater — hs, 
Wi new an : , . * a, — 


” - — ————ů— — — _ 
OE A tee 0 ʃ . 2 , 
»% 
- 


ges SKETCHES OT 

Mackilphan, to atteſt the honor of his 
colleagues the Nobility, of whom he was 
lately become a member, by marrying an 


heireſs, a woman of family; adding, that 


he was in hopes he would not be diſpoſed 
to cenſure them ſo ſeverely as his friend the 
Brigadier had done, who had indeed ob- 
tained a very fine woman, though without 
the eſtate, which ſhe has been deprived of 


by the madnels of her mother. 


Mr. Mackilphan having left his own 


country when very young, and having never 


had any opportunity of improving in the 
Engliſh language, he could ſpeak it only as 
he had learned it in his native gounty of 


Galway, and therefore found conſiderable 
difficulty in expreſſing himſelf in that lan- 


guage ; and whenever he did, it was always 
interlarded with literal tranſlations from 
the French, Spaniſh and Portugueſe, all 
which he ſpoke fluently : Thus, if you 
aſked him to dine with you, and he happen- 


ed to be pre. engaged, he would thank you 


very 
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very politely and ſay, te that he was already 


prayed * to dine at ſuch another place: If 
at dinneryou offered to help him to mutton, 
veal, &c. on a Friday, he would lay, © he 
was defended f from eating meat on that| 
day: If you talked to him of the unſettled 
ſtate of the weather, he would gravely ob- 


ſerve, © that there was no truſting to God in 


the winter time: When he wiſhed to ex- 
preſs his gratitude familiarly to a friend- for 
any favor received, he would aſſure. him, 
that he ſhould find he had not thrown his 


lavours into a rotten bag: If he thought a a 


man was going aſter any unprofitable bu- 
ſineſs, he would tell him, that he was 
looking for mid-day at two in the after- 


The French expreion componly-4 is, Je ſuis pric à di- 


ner chez un tel. | 
£.-+In French, Il m'eſt defendi; it is forbidden me. 
| However diſreſpectful it may appear, there are few pro- 


verbial phraſes more common in Spain and Portugal, than 


No ay que fiar en Dios, en el tiempo del Ynvierno. 


Another very common expreſſion in the Spaniſh lan- 


guage; hallara uſted que no ha echado ſus favores, en ſaco 


Toto. 


noon.” 


— 


F 
| 


330 SKETCHES OF 


bes er In ſhort, be inreduceion all or, 
caſions a variety of Galliciſms, Spaniſhiſms, 


&c. and often by his manner excited the 


_  riſible faculties of the company, even when 


diſcourſing on the molt ſerious ſubjetts, 


| Talkin 8 very gravely One day in Laſbon with | 
Mm Engliſh Lady, {who Was very eorpulent, 


but much reſpected by a large mixed com- 
pany then preſent) on the great difficulty all 
Foreigners maſt experience in learning the 
Engliſh language, he told her, *he thought 


no perſon ſhould attempt to ſpeak Engliſh 


without firſt having a large and ſolid fun- 
dament ; an expreſſion perfectly proper 
in the Portugueſe language, from which he 
| happened on that occaſion unjortunately 


to tranſlate 1t, 


It will therefore be impoſſible to expreſs 
what he ſaid on the preſent occaſion in his 
own words, though his meaning was per: 

* The French expreſſion is, vous cherchez midi à quatorze | 
heures. 


+ The Portugueſe words, bom fundamento, are perfectly 
decent and pertinent. 


fectly 
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febtly evident: He had not ſo far forgotten 


a cuſtom ſtill too prevalent in his own coun- 
try, as to prevent his beginning with an 


oath, ſwearing by his Saviour, “ that if he 


had ſome of the Portugueſe Fidalgos he 


could name, only for a few days in his own 
little County of Galway, he would ſoon 


cure them of telling lies, or ſpeaking ill of 


theirneighbours, otherwiſe they would have 


their noſes ſlit, and their ears cut off, with 


a few eyelet-holes made in their ſkins, which 


would make them look a little about them; 


as for his part, he ſaid, he knew them be- 


fore he was ten days in the country as well 


as at the time he was f peaking for when 


he came to Abrantes, one of Count la 


Lippe s Aides du Camp, with whom he be- 


came acquainted, did nothing the day long 
put abuſe the Portugueſe Nobility, who 


were there dancing attendance in the levy- 
rooms, calling them all the wicked names 


he could conjure up in Engliſh ; on which 
he enquired what reaſon he could have to : 
abuſe them all ſo grolsly, before he had time 


10 
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to be acquainted with them? that the Aids 
du Camp .anfwered him, the reaſon why 
he ſhould for ever deteſt and deſpiſe ſuch 
Wretches was, that on the day after their 
arrival in Liſhon fram England, the princi- 
pal Officers of the Portugueſe Army, all of 
them Fidalgos, ta the number of | twenty, 
waited on his maſter the Count la Lippe, 
to congratulate him an his arrival among 
them, as Mareſhal General of the Army; 
that, as they were all ſitting in a circle 
converling with the Count in French, about 
various Army buſineſs, the Engliſh Am: 
baſſador, Lord Tyrawley, was announced, 
came in, and took his ſeat near the Count, 
who had formerly been his intimate ac- 
quaintance, without taking the leaſt notice 
of any of the others; and after diſcourſing 
ſome time with him in his abrupt way, he 
faid to him likewiſe in French, and loud 
enough to be heard of all of them, mais 


javoue que je naurais jamais cru, que 
Mr. le Comte de la Lippe, un Officier qui 

avait ſervi avec tant de reputation en Alle. 

| magne, 
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magne, et d un caractere ſi bien connu de 
toute l Europe, ſe ſerait deſhonore juſqu aii 
point de venir dans ce pays-ci Pour com- 
mander ces . . *, pointing at the 
ſame time at the company before him! 
Now, Sir, ſaid the Aide du Camp to him, 
what is your opinion of theſe honourable 
men, when I aſſure you, not one of them 
ever had the curioſity to aſk his Lordſhip, 
why he talked of them in ſuch a manner? 
Here Mackilphan was interrupted by Mayor 
St. Amour, who aſſured the company, he 
was preſent when the tranſaction happened 
exactly as the Colonel had related it. 
| Mackilphan went on by obſerving, © he 
had little more to ſay about them, only he 
thought there would be no harm m telling 


us what paſſed very lately between himſelf 


* This paſſage being Wide long, the tranſlation is here 
ſ abjoi ned, for the information of the generality of readers:— 
but ] confeſs I could not have believed the Count la Lippe, 
an Officer who has ſerved with ſuch reputation in Germauy, 
and whoſe character is ſo well known all over Europe, v ould 
have diſgraced himſelf ſo far as to come into this country to 
- commane theſe Se—nd—ls," 

and 
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and the preſent Secretary of War at Liſbon, 


from which place he was but very lately 


returned, and by which we might judge of 
the ſentiments of the Queen and the preſent 

Miniſtry, with regard to what a Regiment 
ought to be and how compoſed. 


The noble Secretary, (continued he) 


who knows no more of war or fighting than 
1 know of preaching, when I waited on 


him, began by telling me, that they now 


ronfidered me as one of themſelves, which 


I luppoſe he meant as a compliment, that 


the Queen had reſolved to give me the com- 
mand of the Regiment of Infantry of Mi- 


randa, with the rank of full Colonel, and to 
make me alſo Governor of the Garriſon ; 


I told him I was extremely ſenſible of the 
honor her Majeſty intended me, and re- 


marked how improper it had been to ſuffer 


that Regiment, ſo long complete in men, 
to remain for above theſe three years paſt, 
without either a Captain or a Field Officer 
to command it; he allowed it was ſo, and 

therefore deſired me to prepare a liſt of the 


perſons 


* Oran 
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perſons I would recommend for Officers, as 


quickly as poſſible, and give it him in order 


to have their commiſſions made out and 


ſigned ; at the ſame time he put a ſcroll of 


names into my hand, deſiring theſe Gen- 
tlemen might be included in my liſt, for the 


ranks therein ſpecified. I caſt my eyes over 


his ſcroll and found he had put down for 
Captains, three Lieutenants, whom I knew 


the Count la Lippe had reformed in 1762, 


for being then too old for the ſervice; that 
he had put down for Subalterns, two men 


at the time his own domeſtics; and three 


more, who, I knew, had been recommend- 


ed to him by different Noblemen, in whoſe 
ſervice they were; but what was worſt of 
all, three Officers were to be replaced who 


had ſerved in the Regiment before, but had 
| deſerted into Spain at different times, and 
had been ſentenced by regular Court - 
martials ; one of them had carried off fix 
months pay of the company he command- 
ed; another, married and eſtabliſhed in the 
town of Miranda, had ſeduced a widow 


gentle 
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gentlewoman, his neighbour; and her three 
daughters, who were all pregnant by him'; 


and the third was couſin to my own wife; 
the greateſt vagabond I have ever known; 


for he had ſhot a particular friend of his 


own from behind a wall, being jealous of 


| his viſiting the ſame Nun he paid his ad- 
dreſſes to at the Convent; and becauſe ſhe 


was jade enough to give them both equal 
encouragement :. When I ſaw how things 


were going, I returned him the paper he 


had given me, declaring, that I could never 
ſign my name to a lift which contained pro- 


poſals for fuch thieves to have commiſſions 


in a Regiment I was to command; he re- 
plied, it was her Majeſty's pleaſure it ſhould | 
be ſo; that ſhe had pardoned the firſt of 
theſe. Officers his deſertion, upon his re- 


placing che money he had ſtolen; that ſhe 
had pardoned the ſecond at the earneſt and 


repeated entreaties of the Count de Can- 
tanhede, on condition, that when his preſent 
wife died, he ſhould marry either the mo- 
ther or any one of the three daughters he 


ſhould 
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ſhould chuſe; that with regard to the third, 
as he was a. F idalgo and couſin to my wife, 
he was certain I would be very happy to 
learn that he was pardoned: I anſwered 
him, that I would thankfully accept the 
rank of Colonel and the employment of 
Governor of the Garriſon of Miranda; that 
the Queen was free and abſolute miſtreſs of 
her own actions, and therefore could par- 
don ſuch atrocious criminals; but I humbly 
hoped ſhe would alſo pardon me if I could 
have nothing to ſay to a Regiment ſo com- 
poſed; and allo, if I took the liberty of 
uſing a little more freedom with my wife's 
couſin in the way of kindneſs and relation- 
ſhip than with the others; that 2othing could 
mortify me more than to find her Majeſty 
had pardoned him; and, as ſhe was ſo 
merciful, I truſted ſhe would alſo forgive 
me for running ſuch a baſe coward through 
the body, wherever I met him, as a diſ- 
grace to me and all his relations, The Se- 
cretary ſaid, he did not think his crime ſo 
grievous, that when a Gentleman thinks 


Vol. I. Z himſelf 
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himſelf offended, he will take ſatisfaction. 


I aſked him, if the proper method of taking 


ſatisfaction was to ſtand and ſhoot a man 
from behind a wall, as you would a wild 


boar, or a mad dog, you were afraid to 
approach? He ſmiled and replied, that he 


ſuppoſed I would be for calling him out; 


but that, he ſaid, was abominable, and 
looked ſo like premeditated murder, and 
was ſo. contrary to what ought to be the 
behaviour of a true Catholic Chriſtian ; 


that 1t might agree well enough with the 


Heretical principles of the Engliſh and other 


wild nations of the North; but he hoped 
none of the Faithful would ever be ſo far 


abandoned as to follow their example. As 


I found that talking to him any more on 
the ſubjett was like throwing pearls to ſwine, 
I took my leave, after agreeing I was to have 


the commullion of Governor, which I ſince 


received; and after aſſuring him, that 


wherever I ſhould meet my wife's couſin 1 


ſhould certainly allow him to defend him- 
lelf, but that I would not quit him ull I 
had 
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had given him a few thruſts of my ſword, 


in the way of friendſhip, and of putting it 


out of his power any more to Gifgrace a 
uniform.“ 


What is your opinion of the above ex- 


traordinary accounts ? Do they appear to 


you credible ? They are however unqueſ> 
- tionably true. St. Amour atteſts the truth 


of the horrible affront put upon the Portu- 


gueſe Nobility by Lord Tyrawley, and 
named to us another Officer ſtill in this ſer- 
vice, who was alſo preſent, and whom we 


ſhall probably meet with. As to what Mr. 
Forbes related, I find almoſt every circum» 


ſtance is publicly known in this country; 
and the Officers the Secretary at War de- 
fired Mr, Mackilphan to employ, have ac- 
tually been placed in the ſame Regiment 


ſince, excepting his couſin-in-law, who has 
been ſent into a different province, as the 
Secretary himſelf, it ſeems, acknowledges, 


do preſerve him from the claws of his cou- 
fin, the mad Hibernian, 
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In Spain, I can aſſure you, it is not ſo; 
the military character is there conſidered 
and ſupported with that delicacy of ſenti- 
ment, ſo indiſpenſable to its very exiſtence: 
Here, I conſider it as having none, except 


among the very ſmall number of Foreign 


Officers ſtill remaining: If I were to aſk 
you, whether you thought it poſſible to 
furniſh any ſtronger inſtances of inſult 
upon the military character than thoſe I 


have mentioned, you would certainly an- 


ſwer in the negative ; ; but I beg you not 
to be raſh nor poſitive, till you have pe- 


ruſed the contents of my next. Till then, 
” adicu. 


L E T- 
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LETTER, XVII. 


Porto, 1779. 


DAR Buornzk, 


W Wenbte 1 wall pro- 
ceed to what I promiſed you at the cloſe 
of my laſt epiſtle. 1 | 
The whole company were as 1 enter- 
tained with Mackilphan's manner of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf in Engliſh, as ſurpriſed at the 


ſubject matter his relation contained. Lord 
Freeman could not help admiring the diſ- 


cernment af the Secratary of War, who, 
| while he juſtly condemned the practice of 
duelling, gilded over thoſe of murder and 
allafſination, with the gentle phraſe. of 
taking ſatis faction. Major St Amour then 
addreſſing the company, ſaid, he believed he 
could match any thing we had yet heard, 
by the narrative of what has very -lately 
Z 3 happened 
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happened in the garriſon! he belonged to, 
and with which he ſuppoſed ſome of the 
Gentlemen preſent were not unacquainted. 
The King's Lieutenant deſired him to pro- 
ceed, which he did as follows:  _ 
* Tt is of a Gentleman of the town or 
city of Braganga, married and eſtabliſhed 
there; he was hereditary Civil Governor or 
Conſtable of the Town, Superintendant of 
the Cuſtom-houſe, a Lieutenant in the Re- 
giment of Cavalry of the ſame, and the la- 
zieſt drane ever diſgraced a cockade; as by 
means of certiſicates of ſickneſs he obtained 
from the wretched Surgeons or Phyſicians, 
or by ſurreptitious leaves of abſence, on 
real or pretended buſineſs, he contrived it 
ſo as never to do any ſort of duty in the 
Regiment; this man paid his addreſſes to a 
certain Nun of a Convent in the ſame town, 
and getting by ſtealth into the Convent, here 
eſteemed a crime of the blackeſt dye, he de- 
bauched her, continuing his furtive viſits. 
for a conſiderable time, till ſatiety bred 
diſguſt; he then directed his addreſſes to 
another 
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another Nun of the ſame Convent, ſiſter to 


the former, and with the ſame ſucceſs; this \ | 
ſecond intrigue was however ſoon diſcover- = _ 

ed by the jealous and diſappointed Nun who 9 
had been the firſt object of his paſſion, and 4 
by her quickly communicated to the Biſhop 1 
of che dioceſe, who, in concert with the Com- 1 
manding Officer of the garriſon, had the . : | 1 | 
Convent ſurrounded with troops, on the 1 


ſignal previouſly agreed on being given from 
the Convent, by the jealous Nun, of the 
time when the Officer was actually with | 
her ſiſter; and ſtrict ſearch being made, the 
gallant was found and ſeized in the court- 
yardof the Convent, concealedunderalarge 
pile of fire-wood, and carried priſoner tothe 
garriſon of Chaves, which is the head-quar- 
ters of our province; there, he was tried by 
a Court-martial, convicted and ſentenced 
| according to law: This ſentence was tranſ- 
mitted to Court for approbation in the uſual 


form, and (as cuſtomary) was with many 
Others thrown under the table and remain- 
ed there, chis being the moſt expeditious 
4 method 
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method the Marquis of Pombal could think 
of, for diſpatching every kind of Army bu- 


ſineſs; the culprit remained for a long time 
a priſoner in the main-guard of Chaves, and 
at laſt obtained from the Governor as a par- 
ticular favor, the liberty of walking abroad 
through the town upon his parole of ho- 
nor, where, by way of amuſement, he made 


his court to a married woman, whoſe huſ- 


band was rather old, but a Gentleman, liv- 


ing upon a ſmall, but independent fortune. 
In this he ſucceeded ſo well, that, in order 


to enjoy each other's company withleſs in- 


terruption, they agreed that the ſhould ad- 


miniſter to her huſband a doſe of poiſop, 
which the paramour had prepared for him. 


The poor man actually took part of it, and 


diſcovered what it was, but not. in time ei- 


ther to ſave his life, or to prevent both the 


lovers from eſcaping i into Spain upon two 
ſtout mules they took from his ſtables. 


Our gallant remained with his miſtreſs 
in Spain, very near our garriſon, living up- 


on his rents, which were regularly remitted 
to 
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to him. On his evaſion from Chaves being 
reported to the late Miniſter, he was ſo pro- 
voked by the information he had of ſeveral 
circumſtances of his baſe behaviour, that 
he ſent particular orders to the Governor 


of Chaves to have him hanged in effigy in 
preſence of the whole Garriſon, under arms, 


and his perſon to be declared infamous, 
which was accordingly done. 

But at the very beginning of this pre- 
ſent promiſing Adminiſtration, that ſame 
infamous perſon returned to Liſbon, fur- 
niſhed with, ſuch powerful letters of lolici- 
tation, that her Moſt Faithful Majeſty WAS 
Pleaſed to pardon and forgive him his va- 
rious crimes and iniquities, in the way and 

manner following, that is to ſay, 
1 pardoned him the crime of break- 
| ingby ſtealth into a Convent of Nuns, which 


IST eckoned by all the rigid people es pecially, 


as a crime for which it is next to impoſſible 
to make any adequate atonement. This is 


to true, that her own grand- father, Don 
8 the F ilch, (I himſelf kept his ſe-. 


raglio 
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raglio in the Royal Convent of Odivellas, 
which during that reign gave a number of 
Royal baſtards to the world) was ſo jealous 


bol this privilege, that he was never known 


to forgive any perſon who had prophaned 
the ſacred precincts of a female Convent, 
to ſeduce the Religious, and the ſlighteſt 

puniſhment he inflicted was baniſhment to 
the Indies for life. 

But to return Her Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty pardoned our gallant the crime of 
carnal knowledge of one of the ſpoules of 

Chriſt, to whom, by her profeſſion, ſhe had 
been ſo ſolemnly betrothed: She then par- 
doned him the repetition of the ſame crime 
with another Nun of the ſame Convent: 
She alſo pardoned him the crime of inceſt, 
for the two Nuns were ſiſters; to all which 


we muſt ſuperadd, that ſhe pardoned him 
che crime of double adultery, he himſelf 
being a married man: The generous Queen 
next procceded to pardon him the crime of 
_ adultery with the Gentleman's wife, in the 
town of Chaves, after the Governor had 
= permitted 
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permitted him to walk about upon his pa- 


role of honor: Then follows her pardon of 
the crime of murdering his miſtreſs's huſ- 
band, in which he was art and part: After 


this he is pardoned the crime of ſtealing ; 
two mules to carry them into Spain . And | 


laſtly, her Majeſty pardoned him, being a 
commiſſioned Officer in her ſervice, the 


crime of deſertion into a foreign kingdom, 


being under arreſt and tried forothercrimes, 


and enlarged with the privilege of walking 
about the town upon his parole of honor! 
I hope the company will pardon my 


being obliged to repeat, according to truth, 


ſuch a number of pardons granted to ſuch 


a number of abominable crimes, all com- 
mitted by the ſame deteſtable perſon ; and 


if they have not yet held up their hands in 
amazement at the imbecility and madneſs of 


the Queen, let them prepare to do ſo on hear- 
ing the ſequel of this impartial narrative. 


The title and employment of Alcaide 
Mer, or chiet Conſtable of any provincial 


town, 8 
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town, is eſteemed the moſt honorary the 
Crown can beſtow on perſons. of wealth or 
merit in the provinces, or on ſuch whole an- 
ceſtors have rendered any eminent ſervice 
to the ſtate; the ſame may, in a great mea- 
ſure, be ſaid of the perſon who is charged 
with che direction of the Cuſtom-houle in 
the frontier towns, as chat employment TY 
never conferred but upon perſons poſſeſſed 
of eſtates, ſuch as will enable them to anſwer 
any defalcatiqns which may be committed 
upon the revenue by their ſubalterns and 
people employed under them, for which 
the Superintendant is reſponſible; and yet 
this man, ſo thoroughly convicted of the 
perpetration of ſo many execrable crimes 

this man, whom her late father had ordered 
to be hung in effigy, and his perſon to be der 
clared infamous this man has the Queen 
reinſtated fully in all his employments! to 

the diſar ace of her appointments, and the 
(corn of every thinking man. 


But, as if not ſatisfied with thele egre- 
gious exhibüions of the moſt conſummate 
weaknels, 
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weakneſs, and the moſt miſplaced and de- 
ſtructive lenity, ſhe has replaced him by a 
new commiſſion, in the ſame poſt of the 
ſame Regiment, which by the ſentence of a 
Court-martial he had loſt, ordering it to be 
ſignified in the Regiment, that ſhe would 
ſeverely puniſh any Officer who ſhould have 
the ſmalleſt ſcruple at doing duty with him 
again! In truth ſhe had no occaſion for this 
act of commination, for none of the Offi- 
cers were found delicate enough to ſtand in 
need of it, although there are three Offi- 
cers now in the Regiment with him, bro- 
thers to the two ſiſters he debauched in the 
Convent, who, as well as all the other Of- 
_ ficersappearto live in perfect harmony with 
him; ſo great is their prudence and cireum- 
ſpection, and ſuch their implicit obedience 
to the laws againſt duelling, or any others | 
which happen to coincide ſo perfectly with 
their own inclinations. @— 5 
Not to leave the buſineſs done by 
halves, but finally, and to crown all, the 
generous Queen ordered every note or en- 


359 SKETCHES Of 


try of this Officer's deſertion, of the Court- 

martial held upon him, and of every thing 
elſe concerning him, which it is cuſtomary. 
do record and ſet down in the regiſter:book 
of each reſpective Regiment, to be entirely 
blotted out and eraſed, that there might 
exiſt in future no remembrance of ſuch 
extraordinary tranſactions! 

* Every Gentleman will make ſuch a 

comment upon this ſingular affair, juſt 
newly happened, as he judges fit ; for my 
part, I ſhall make none, as I doubt much 
whether all hiſtory can produce a parallel 
example!“ 
Ihe poſt is juſt going out, and I matt 
break off here for the preſent; and had 
I even time to proceed, I ſhould do like 
Major St. Amour, leave you to make your 
own remarks on the contents of this epi 
tle. Farewell. 


LET: 
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Porto, 1779. 
DAR BROTHER, 


Bxx ORE I proceed to the continuation 
of my ſubject, I muſt ſay a few words of an 
Aſſembly I was at laſt night, to which we 


this town, and affects to mix much with the 
Engliſh. After tea, coffee and ſweetmeats 
had been ſerved in abundance, to a very 
large company, a conſiderable part of it 
ſtood up to dance country-dances, while 
others retired to two other apartments ad- 
Joining, where the card-tables were placed; 
and at a large one the eldeſt ſon of the fa- 
mily held a faro-bank, which ſoon drew to 


it people enough, who were willing to try 


their fortunes, and of whom I was one. We 


continued 


had been invited ſome days before by a Por- 
tugueſe Nobleman, who generally reſides in 
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continued playing ſome time, when I look: 
ed round the table, and, to my ſurpriſe, 
found three or four of the domeſtics who 
had ſerved us the tea and coffee, ſeated fa- 

miliarly among us, punting at the bank, 

and converſing with the banker and the 
other Gentlemen, upon the moſt equal foot- 
ing, and treated by them with the utmoſt 
civility and complaiſance, calling them by 
their Chriſtian names, always preceded by 
the Senhor or Mr. in Engliſh. I mentioned 
this to the Conſul, who afſured me it was the 
univerſal cuſtom here, and ſays, the Portu- 
gueſe Gentlemen are ſhocked at the impro- 
per and ſevere diſtance at which the Engliſh 
keep their ſervants, treating them more like 
laves than humble friends and attendants, 
whereas they think that by gentle and fa- 
miliar treatment, they bid fairer for conci- 
liating their affections, and enſuring their 
fidelity. I confeſs, upon reflection, their 
reaſoning appears to be in theory juſt and 
humane, but how far it might be practicable 
with Engliſh domeſtics, I will not pretend 

tO 
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to determine; only I thought as the novelty 


of the thing muſt ſtrike you; it Was work 


mentioning. 
Almeida. 


Though it was rither late when MajbrSt. 


Amour finiſhed his narrative, and we were 


all to ſet out next morning for the banks of 


the Douro, where the Gentlemen from the 


province of Traz- os-Montes were to leave 
the others, and we were alſo to take our 


leave of our worthy and hoſpitable King's 


Lieutenant, Lord Freeman tould not help 


expreſling his aſtoniſhment, and even in- 


ſinuating his doubts of ſuch a thing having 
ever happened with all the circumſtances 


deſcribed; buthis doubts were ſoon removed 


by ſeveral Officers preſent, aſſuring him of. 


the veracity of every tittle St. Amour had 
related. He then obſerved, that under ſuch 
a a wanton deſpotiſm of government law was 


of no manner of uſe, but to be inſulted, or, 
at beſt, to ſerve as a dead letter. The Ma- 


jor ſaid, that unfortunately for himſelf, he 
had but too much ume to ſtudy Meir laws, 
Vo L. I. 


Nov for our * at 


Aa |, ang 
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and obſerve how ein cnrrieed! into exe- 


cution; that, in fact, many excellent laws 


had at different times been promulgated by 
the late Miſter, on a variety of ſubjetts, 


but always without any ſort of connection, 
and often claſhing with each other, in ſuch 


a manner, that one law always abrogated N 


ſome part of that which had immediately 


preceded it; and it was generally to be re- 


marked, that every law he publiſhed, was 


rather calculated to anſwer ſome particular. 
point he had in view at the time; than for 
any general or permanent utility, for that 


they were very ſeldom carried into execu- 
tion; that he always appeared to care very 


little whether they produced their intended 
effects or not; but, when ſtimulated to it by 
ſome particular intereſt, he then made uſe 


of them to right himſelf, to favor thoſe who 


were under his protection, or to perſecute 
his enemies; that laws had been made for 


theencouragement of agriculture, for regu- 


lating the repartition of lands, t6 prevent 


particular ellates from growing too un- 


l * 4 - wieldy 
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wieldy and extenſive, for encouraging the 


planting the mulberry:tree, for recruiting 


the Army, the puniſhment of deſertion and 


other crimes committed by the military ; 


but the law was only permitted to take its 
courſe in the ſuits which ariſe among the 
country people and the poor or middling 
people of the cities; that the Miniſter's own 


eſtates were increaſed out of all proportion 


at the very time he was limiting by law the 


boundaries of thoſe of every other perſon; 
that his law for encouraging the cultivation 
ol filk was become nugatory, for there had 


not been either an honorary premium, nor 
any of the pecuniary rewards held out by 


the laws, granted to thoſe who had culti- 


vated the white mulberry-tree, who had 
applied for, and by the terms of the law 
were entitled to them ; that ſeveral appli- 


cations had been made for waſte unculti- 


vated lands, by perſons who formed nurſe- 
ries of the mulberry, according to the te- 


nor of that law, but their applications had 


been We! that with regard to the Ar- 
A's "on my, 
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my, the puniſhment by law of deſertion 
out of the kingdom is capital; that itt | 
every Regiment ſeveral ſoldiers, had been 


tried for that crime and found guilty, but 
there had been. as yet no example of the 
ſentence being put in execution, the conſe - 


quence of which was, that diſcipline was 


totally relaxed, and the ſoldiers every where 
laughed at Court-martials and their ſen- 


tences; that in the civil and criminal Courts, 


the Judges are paid by the Prince, and are 
all, in a greater or ſmaller degree, influ- 
enced by the ſuperior Nobility ; that there 
was not a client who had not the protec- 


tion of ſome powerful family, on which, 
and generally with reafon, he depended, 
much more than on the juſtice of his cauſe; 
that, even if juſtice were to have its courſe, 


the very conſtitution oftheir criminal Courts 


was abominable, for in them there was a 
powerful Officer, named by the King, call- 
ed the Judge Criminal, and to this perſon 


excluſively are referred all the examinations 


of wimeſles, and the taking of their depoſi- 


tions, 
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tions, all in ſecret; no crete amid 
are permitted, nor confronting before a 
public Court, and the Judges, who are to 
give the ſentence, muſt rely entirely upon 
che reports and papers this man lays before 
them, and have no other method of becom- 
ing acquainted with all the circumſtances; 
| Now, in matters of life and death, he ſaid, 
this was certainly depoſiting too much au- 
chority in the hands of _7 one man what- | 
| ever, 
Moſt of us were early on horſeback in thi 
morning, and we arrived to breakfaſt at a 
village upon the banks of the Douro, called 
St. John da Paſqueira, where tl.e King's 
Lieutenant had ſent ſervants before, to 
prepare it for us: after breakfaſt the Gentle- 
men from the Traz. os- Montes took their 
leaves, and croſſed the river to purſuetheir 
journey. We were really ſorry to loſe their 
company, but particularly John Carlos re- 
| gretted exceedingly his being obliged ſo 
ſoon to part with Major St. Amour; it 
ſeems theſe two had held ſeveral particular 
Aa 3 conver- 
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converſations together while at Almeida, 


concerning the ſtate of Religion and of the 


Church m this country ; and St. Amour, 
who 1 is a man of penetration and ſome read- 


ing, had given the other fo much new in- 


formation, and had ſtarted to him fa many 


new ideas on that extenſive and intricate 


ſubject, as ſet his brains quite a- working, 


and made him ſo much the more earneſt in 
inſtructing himſelf in the ancient and ma- 


dern hiſtory of religion, with which, for the 
fins of mankind, all other hiſtories have 


been ſo inſeparably connected, almoſt ever 


ſince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity : Ma- 
Jor St. Amour having all the leiſure necel- 


lary to obſerve and analyſe the ſyſtem of 


religion he ſaw here every day before his 


5 eyes, he compared it firſt with that in 


which he had been educated in England; 
he was then induced to campare the ſame, 
by the lights of hiſtory, with its pure and 


divine origin, which he found it now ſo 


little reſembled; by this means he was able 


to diſcover the ſources of all that variety of 
abule 
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abuſe and Corruption which had at differ- 
ent periods-flowed.imto, the channel of the 
doctrine and diſcipline of the Church, and 
changed it from an Angel of light into a 
Spirit of darkneſs, deformity and deſtruc- 
tion; and had fo totally ſubverted thebene- 
volence iof its firſt inſtitution, that it was 
no become che heavieſt curſe the wrath of 
atv offended Deity could inflict on moſt of 
the nations of Europe, where it exiſted. 
This was the burden of his, diſcourſe with 
young John Carles, which ſet him to medi- 
tating upon them ſo much the more, as by 
the will of a deceaſed benefactor, who had 
given him as good an education as Liſhon 
could afford, and bequeathed him a decent 
penſion for life, he was expreſsly deſtined 
for the Church; he therefore reaſonably 
conſidertd, that it behoved him, in a con- 
cern of. ſuch magnitude and conſequence, 
to reflect and examine thoroughly the 
ground he was going upon, to prevent, if 
poſſible, every falſe ſtep; and having on 
various occaſions communicated many of 

= TY ST os. 
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theſe circumſtances in converſation, both 


with Lord Freeman and myſelf, we have 


been unanimous by our opinions and an- 
ſwers to his queſtions, in confirming him 
in the n nn "we laudable reſolu- 


tion. | HET, 
When we obſerved FRED mou PTV mg 


rugged banks of the rapid Douro on both 
ſides, and learned the roads were rough and 


uneaſy from thence to Porto, and conſider- 
ing moreoverghat we ſhould in reality have 


a much better view of all the vineyards on 


the banks of the river from the water, than 


from any other ſituation whatever, we re- 
ſolved to hire a boat ta carry us to Porto, 
and therefore ſent our horſes and ſervants 
_ thither by land, and after taking an affec- 
tionate leave of the King's Lieutenant of 
Almeida, and thanking him for all his kind- 


neſs and hoſpitality, we embarked, and 


arrived at this city towards the evening, 


and by the preſſing ſolicitations of the Bri-. 


tiſh Conſul (as I mentioned in a former 


letter), we took up our quarters with hum, 
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as he ſaid he expected Lord Freeman, and 
had letters which had been remitted to him 
for his Lordſhip from Liſbon. 
A few obſervations more on the fitua- 
tion of the peaſantry in this country, who, 
as far as I have been yet able to obſerve, 
are very nearly as wretched as in many 
parts of Spain, ſhall finiſh this letter. 
The two cities of Liſbon and Porto may 
be juſtly conſidered as the two eyes of Por- 
tugal, far here centre the whole riches of 
the country and all their trade with foreign 
nations, and with their own poſſeſſions in 
the Brazils; upon which laſt eſpecially de- 
pends their whole exiſtence as a people, 
and the immediate ſupport of the throne. 
A ſenſible Portugueſe writer, whoſe manu · 
ſcript performances are in the hands of his 
friends (but nothing of which he dares offer 
lor publication, well knowing they would 
not be permitted to paſs), compares, not 
unaptly, their whole kingdom to one of 
that ſort of ſpiders which has a large body, 
et all che ſubſtance (che capital), 
witch 


— 
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withextremelylong, thin, feeble legs, reach. 


ing to a great diſtance, but are of no ſort 
of uſe to it, and which it is hardly able to 
move. The benefits of foreign trade, and 


of the ſine and vaſt countries the Kings of 
Portugal poſſeſſed in Africa and the Eaſt, 
or of thoſe {till remaining to them in South 


America, have never yet reached the Por- 


tugueſe | peaſant, any farther than by ena» _ 


bling the inhabitants of the two; tities to 


pay a little advance upon the proviſions 


he brings to market; neither has all the 


ſplendor of foreign conqueſts contributed in 
the leaſt to better his ſituation, © The only 
foreign luxury he 1s yet acquainted with is 
tobaceo; and, when his feeble purſe can 
reach it, he purchaſes a dried Newfound- 
land cod-fiſh ; but this is a regale he dares 
ſeldom aſpite to. A piece of bread made 
of Indian corn, and a ſalted pilchard or-a 
head of garlick, to give that bread.a flavor, 
; compoſe his ſtanding diſh; and if he can get 
a bit of the hog, the ox, or the calf he him- 


"or kattens, to regale his wretched family 


at 
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at Chriſtmas or Eaſter, he has reached the 
pinnacle of happineſs in this world; and, 
indeed, whatever he poſſeſſed beyond this 
| habitual penury, according to the preſent 
ſtate and exertions of his intellects, would 

quickly be taken from him, or rather he 
would willingly part with it; for finding 
want and miſery to be his portion here, he 
is taught by the numberleſs ghoſtly com- 
forters and directors, with which his coun- 
try ſwarms, to look forward for eaſe and 

happineſs to another ſtate of exiſtence, to 
which they are themſelves the infallible 
guides and conductors. This he is by ex- 
ample and education uniformly engaged to 
believe he can attain by faithfully paying 
his tithes, by charitable donations to ſuch 
a Convent, or to the ſhrine and the officiating 
Prieſts of ſuch a Saint, or ſuch an Altar as 
happens to be the object of his particular 
attachment and devotion. It any misfor- 
tune befals him, he is convinced he has 
been deficient in ſomething eſſential, and 
therefore his fervorous zeal and donations 


are 
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are redoubled. Is he ſucceſsful, the ſame 
effects are produced in grateful acknow- 
ledgments. If he has money enough to 
furniſh a portion for putting his ſon or his 
daughter into a Religion, this raiſes the 
credit of his family for ever; and nothing 
is then wanting to give him a ſort of apo- 
theoſis in all the Convents and country 
round, but to bequeath at his death, what 
| little money he can muſter, to be divided 
among the Prieſts, in quickly ſaying a 
number of Maſſes, for a ſpeedy paſſage of 
his ſoul through the ordeal fire of Purgato-- 
ry, to the enjoyment of thoſe finely painted 
ſcenes, which, like a diſtant gaudy picture, 
had been long held out to his fond ima- 
gination. 3 
| After this ſhort but genuine deſcription 
ol what I may call the preſent ſtate of reli- 
gion among the vulgar here, every motive 
of ſurpriſe will ceaſe at ſeeing the peaſant 
in this country ſo poor, and the Church ſq 
rich: and as no form of government could - 
agree with and ſupport the flouriſhing ſtate 
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of the Church half ſo well as the preſent, 
ſo it is no wonder to ſee the Church and 
State uniformly of one accord, in keeping 
| the nation in that abject ſtate of ſlavery, 
ignorance and poverty, on which their own 
conſervation and lecurity depend. Hence 
that univerſal appearance of apathy and 
dejection, traceable even in the face of the 
Portugueſe peaſant, always badly fed, and, 
for the moſt part, ſcorched with a burning 
-fun. The ill - treated and uſeful labourer 
of the ground is ſhrivelled up and full of 
wrinkles at thirty, and more particularly 
the perſons of the female ſex, dragging 
out a wretched life of thirty or forty years, 
with every mark of livid old age, and wich 
the appearance of walking ſpettres. 

With regard to the miſerable ſituation of 
the peaſant here, I am afraid it too nearly 
reſembles that of the ſame claſs of men in 

dur own country. I long for the letter you 
promiſed me by your laſt, in which you 
mention there was a ſpirit riſing in the 
nation it had never ſhewn before, which 
afforded 
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afforded the brighteſt proſpect of effecting 
their emancipation from Britiſh ſervitude; 
but what will even that avail us? while 


inſtead of ſubſtantial farmers and a well 


clothed peaſantry, the country is covered 
with a ſet of wretched hinds, labouring 


underall the complicated misfortunes which 
ever accompany indigence and oppreſſion. 


—Good night. 
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LETTER SY... 


Porto, 1779. 


Dear BROTHER, 


A S I was fitting down to continue the 
account of our obſervations on this city and 
different parts of the country near it, your 
wiſhed-for epiſtle arrived in the Conſul's 

packet from Liſbon, but, on peruſal, it did 
not contain the information you had pro- | 
miſed me reſpecting the preſent ſtate of Ire- 
land, and which I expected; though indeed 
it brought an anſwer as explicit as I could 
deſire, and more flattering than I could ex- 
pect, to a queſtion I put to you particularly 
in one of my former epiſtles, requeſting at 
the ſame time a punctual reply to it; 1 
mean, whether or not my method of com- 
municating to you from hence my obſer- 
vations 
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vations on this country was to your ſatis 
faction? Your approbation of my preced- 


ing letters, and the earneſtneſs with which 
you deſire I would continue tiiem, cannot 


fail giving me great encouragement to pro- 


_cced; but I confeſs Jam much at a loſs, and 

know not how am to comply withthe other 
part of your requeſt, it being in my opinion 
a matter of ſerious conſideration. 


If it be true that a man ſhould think | 


before he i peaks, and think twice before he 


writes, he ought ſurely to reflect maturely 


either before he publiſhes his thoughts. to 


the world, or conſents that another ſnould 


do it for him. In the letters I have hitherto 
written you from this country, I certainly 

had not the ſmalleſt idea of their being 

| publiſhed ; fome of them bear the evident 


marks of eraſement and emendation, and 


were written in places and at times when 
it was not poſſible to collect and arrange 


my thoughts as I could have wiſhed; I 
therefore wrote down and ſent you thole 


which came uppermoſt, nor ſhall I now 
much 
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much change my method, whatever be the 
event; only reminding you, that if, after 
what I ſhall ſay, you ſtill reſolve to pub- 
Iſh them, it muſt, be your care to have 
them drawn out after the moſt acceptable 
manner, | He 
I think, if it were poſſible to penetrate 
ſo far as to diſcover the real motives of 
the almoſt innumerable publications with 
which your London preſs is daily teeming, 
very few of them would, I beheve, be found 
of ſuch a nature as to entitle them to the 
public approbation ; for my own part, I 
cannot imagine any motive really deſerving 
it, excepting that of public utility. 
Vanity, private pique, revenge, hatred, 
nay and love too, attachment to a ſyſtem, 
to a party, or an hopotheſis, civil and reli- 
gious prejudices, have all ſtimulated their 
; reſpective votaries to wield the pen, and to 
make the preſs groan with their various 


productions, without paying to the public _ 


the deference of once conſidering whether 
SIR - 7 they 
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they would be _ entertained or in 


ſtructed thereby. 
I had almoſt forgot another motive, which 


is, I am perſuaded, a very cogent one among 


many claſſes of your London authors, and 
that is, Bread: but, at leaſt, of this laſt 

motive, I think, I may freely preſume to 
acquit myſelf, thanks to your friendly and 
brotherly affection; and I may certainly 
acquit you alſo, for however folicitous you 
otherwiſe are for my conſent to your pub- 


liſhing my letters, you are ſtill leſs in want 


of ſuch precarious and caſual ſupplies. 
You inſiſt upon a poſitive and deciſive 
anſwer; I ſhall go as far towards ſatisfying 


you as I prudently can, by the following 


conditional reply, taking ſuch a reſolution 
afterwards as you ſhall ſee juſt caule to 


adopt. 


You muſt be conſcious, it is impoſſible for 
me to decide upon the merit or demerit of 


my own letters, being a party too nearly 
concerned, to judge impartially, and too 
much 
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much biaſſed by the amour propre which 


rules all men, and too frequently leads 


them aſtray; for a ſimilar reaſon, I am 
ſenſible many faults will alſo eſcape even a 
diſcerning brother's eye, which would be 
evident to the inveſtigation of any other 
fair and impartial critic ; you ought not, 
therefore, on the preſent occaſion to con- 


fide in your own judgment, but to put the 


letters under the inſpection of two or three 
ſenſible diſpaſſionate friends, requeſting 
their candid and attentive examination and 
opinion of them, at the ſame time con- 
cealing from them all knowledge of the 
writer; by this means, I think, you will 
be able to form the beſt eſtimate of their 
real merit and true value. 

As I am of opinion that truth onght to 

be the firſt and great recommendatory 
characteriſtic of that ſort of writing which 
ſerves to convey to one nation, any detail 


of circumſtances by which they are to form 


their opinion of another, ſo I can aver, 
that I have been as particularly attentive to 
1 introduce 
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introduce nothing I had not every reaſon to 
be morally, or at leaſt, hiſtorically certain 


of, as I am reſolved to be in every thing I 
may communicate to you in future. The 


characters of the perſons I converſe with are 
public and well known, and I chuſe rather 
to report from the accounts of the natives, 


or of other perſons of reputation eſtabliſhed 
in and well acquainted with the country, 
than always truft to, or hazard my own 
obſervations, which, notwithftanding my 


beſt endeavours, are much more ſubject to 


error and miſtake, from the curſory view 


am obhged to take, of the various objects 


which pals before me. 
This indiſpenſable article of veracity once 
eſtabliſhed, if theſe letters ſhall otherwiſe 


be found to contain information not gene- 
rally known to the Engliſh reader, if they 


ſerve to make him better acquainted wit] 


the character and manners of a people, ſo 


intimately connected with England by com- 


merce, if by conſidering the deſpotic nature 


ol the Government here, and the artificial 
SE miſery 
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miſery under which theClergy and Nobility 
(you will remark I name the Clergy firſt) 


make the great body of the people groan; 
if, by comparing their ſituation with their 


own, only a dozen Engliſhmen ſhall be in- ; 


duced to ſet a higher value on the conſtitu- 


tion of their owncountry,and the mild and 


liberal nature of the Government under 

which they live; if the examples of cruel 
oppreſſions, which daily happen here under 
the direct authority or ſanction of the 
throne, can ſerve to make Britons prize 


that liberty, that glorious liberty, it is not 
in the power of man to deprive them of, 


while they act in conformity to the public 
and eſtabhſhed laws of their country, I 
may ſafely venture to pronounce, theſe let- 
ters will be of uſe. Now, my dear Charles, 


it muſt be your particular buſineſs to verify 
all this in the manner I have hinted above, 
and to proceed to publiſh or not, according 


to the reſult of the diligent enquiries you 
{hall have made. 


Bbg Though 
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Though it may be alledged with great 


appearance of reaſon, in regard to a 


thorough knowledge of the inhabitants 


and manners of this great peninſula ; that 


the number of Engliſh reſiding at Cadiz, 


_ Lifbon, and in this place, ought to be well 


acquainted with them; yet a very little 


experience will ſoon evince the fallacy of 


ſuch a concluſion : I find the Engliſh mer- 
chants here, the fame I found them at Ca- 


diz, and I am to ſuppoſe, they are the ſame 


at Liſbon; a worthy, friendly and hoſpi- 


table ſet of Gentlemen, as attentive to their 
counting- rooms and buſineſs, every day 
before dinner, as they are to their dreſſing, 


cards and other amuſements in the evening; 
many of them have been twenty or thirty 
years reſident in the country, yet know but 
a few words of the language; if they take 


a trip into any part of the country on a 


holiday, it is in parties of pleaſure with the 
ladies, to ſome ſpot they have fixed upon, 


whither they ſend a good dinner before- 


hand ; 
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hand; there, they dance, eat and drink 
heartily, play at cards, and then return in 


the evening, without any manner of com- 
munication with the mhabitants, who, by 
their manners and appearance, are cer- 
tainly no great objects of attraction, to the 


generality of Engliſhmen ; neither have 


they time, even if they had the inclination, 
to ſtudy the country they live in, any little 
moment they have to ſpare being towards 
the evening; and then the cards, the eter- 


nal cards are conſtantly at hand to ſwallow 


it up. 


But if the information have been able 


to obtain hitherto, where we have only ſeen 


the interior and frontier parts of the coun- 


try, may be thought to merit ſome atten- 
tion, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that when 
we arrive at the capital, we ſhall meet with 
objects ſtill more intereſting. Indeed, from 


the account Lord Freeman gives me now 
of the buſineſs which carries him there, 
and of its particular circumſtances, I have 
reaſon to believe he will find it a more 


B b 4 arduous 


- p 8 4 
" — — 
K - I 
— — wm _— 
CES er TT CY ß -l“h“nFknFsn 


376 SKETCHES OF 


arduous affair than he expects; for a man 
ſo much in love as he appears to be, is 


commonly blind to every thing but his 


favourite object bY however, I am reſolved | 


to ſtand by and accompany him, as long as 
J am authorized to do ſo by the propriety 


of his conduct and behaviour, of which 


(barring the violence of his paſſion ) [ 


have little reaſon to doubt. 
Before I conclude this letter, I muſt men- 
tion an objection which I think conſiderable 


_ againſt publiſhing any thing of mine in 
London, provided my information 1s ge- 
nuine, of which you will be a more com- 


petent judge, as being on the ſpot, and in 


à condition to aſcertain the truth of what 


has been frequently told me at Madrid, by 


many Engliſh Gentlemen I have converſed : 
with there, who ſeemed to talk avec con- 
_ narfjance de cauſe ; for ſince I have been 


here I have had their information pretty 
nearly confirmed. 


I underſtand there are in London, ſeveral 
bodies of profeſſional critics, whoſe employ- 


ment 
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ment it is to aſcertain the merits or deme- 
rits of every new publication; and who, 
publiſhing their opinions to the world at 
ſtated periods, can hardly fail of directing, 
in ſome degree, the public judgment, if 
their criticiſms are found by experience to 
be dictated with candour and impartiality. 
Let there muſt appear many publications 
in London, concerning which, I ſhould 
think, it would be. very difficult for theſe 
gentlemen to pronounce with propriety ; 
and I am humbly of opinion, theſe very 
Letters come under this deſcription : for, 
without having been in this country, and 
unacquainted as they mult be with its man- 
ners and cuſtoms, how will it be poſſible 
for them to decide as touching the veracity, 
or propriety, of What theſe Letters con- 
| tain? And this, by the way, may be one 
preſumptive reaſon for ſuppoſing, that if 
you ſhould publiſh them, though they may 
not be uſhered into the world, ſupported 
by the recommendatory good opinion of 
| theſe gentlemen on the one hand, yet they 


may 


| 
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may alſo eſcape their cenſure on the other; 
unleſs they have adopted the ſame reſolu- 
tion which Doctor Tamponet and his col- 
| leagues of the Sorbonne did in their criti- 
ciſms upon Mr. Marmontel's Belifarius, 
The ſtory, as related by a French author 
of great reputation, is nearly as follows : 

* Father Triboulet, a Doctor of the Sor- 
bonne, was drinking in Paris in what you 
would call a porter-houſe in London, at 
the ſame time that he was compoſing ſome 
eſlays, with the aſſiſtance of ſome books of 
divinity on the table before him, young 
Mademoiſelle Fanchon, the al:houſe-keep- 
er's daughter, at the ſame time keeping 
him company, when they heard a noiſe in 
the ſtreet, and the voices of Doctor Tam- 
ponet and of Father Bonhomme, who had 
high words together, and were gathering a 
mob about them: Miſs Fanchon put her 
head out at the window—both the Doctors 
being perfectly acquainted with her, came 
in alſo to drink. 


60 Why 
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= Why did you make ſuch an uproar in 
the ſtreet ? ſaid little Miſs Fanchon to 
them. Becauſe we cannot agree together, 
ſaid Brother Bonhomme. Pray, did you 
ever agree together in the Sorbonne? ſaid 
Fanchon. No, replied Tamponet; but we 
always give out our decrees, and decide by 
the plurality of votes how the univerſe 
ought to think. But if the univerſe laughs 
at you, or knows nothing at all about it? 
ſaid Fanchon. So much the worſe for the 
univerſe, ſaid Tamponet. But what the 
DI was the matter? aſked Fanchon. 
How do you mean, my little wench ? ſaid 
Father Triboulet; the queſtion was, toknow 
whether the man who ſold wine in this 
. houſe about two thouſand years ago is 
ſaved or not? That's nothing at all to me, 
ſaid Fanchon. Nor to me neither, ſaid 
Doctor Tamponet ; mais certainement nous 
donnerons un decret.” 
The queſtion with me, therefore, would 
be, whether it is more adviſeable ſor a man 
o expole, even his lighteſt performances, 


to 
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to the ſeverity of wanton criticiſm on the 
one hand, or on the other to publiſh theſe 
Letters, if it is judged the public are likely 
to reap any entertainment or jnſtruction 
from them ? The deciſion of this queſtion 
by leave, as above mentioned, entirely 1 in 
your hands. 

In my next I ſhall continue the account 
of our obſervations in and about this city 
and neighbourhood, having reſolved to de- 
dicate this whole epiſtle to anſwer fully the 
ſubjett of your laſt, 


Adieu! 


LET- 
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LETTER XXL 


Porto, 1779. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Tu IS Conſul, our landlord here, is a 
moſt uncommon character; and when 
young, had been, it ſeems, alſo initiated in 
the myſteries of trade, and had begun in, 
perhaps, as fair a line of buſineſs as any 
other young man in London; but the at- 
| trations of a life of diſſipation in that 
metropolis had more charms for his youth; 
and, when he came to reflect a little; the 
univerſality of his genius was not to be 

limited by the trammels of commerce, of 
which he retained what is only neceſſary for 
executing the office of Conſul, and at the 
ſame time that he diſcharges it with all the 
pundtuality and care of a man of honor, it 

| leaves 
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leaves him time ſufficient to follow the bent 
of his own natural genius and inclination: 
His attention in ſatisfying Lord Free- 
man's curiofity and my own, in all our 
enquiries, is unabating and evidently ſpon- 
taneous; but he ſays; he feels himſelf under 
a fort of obligation to aſſiſt and inſtruct our 
young companion, John Carlos; for the 
inſatiable deſire he expreſſes to learn and 
pry into every object ſet before him, with 
the ſtrong retentive faculty the Conſul ſoon 
_ remarked in him, never forgetting any thing 
he once ſaw and conſidered thoroughly, 
inſpired the Conſul, if poſſible, with more 
ſatisfaction in teaching him than the other 
had to learn. John Carlos was acquainted 
only with common arithmetic, the Conſul 
put a Simpſon's Euclid into his hands, ex- 
plaining to him what he thought neceſſary 
for a lad who had before no notion of ſuch 
a ſtudy ; but the eagerneſs with which he 
learned the different problems and theo- 
rems, aſtoniſhed even the Conſul, who had 
already formed a very advantageous opi- 
5 nion 
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nion of the young man's capacity. The 
Conſul told us in confidence, he was a ſur- 


priſing genius, aſking where we had picked 
him up 2 we told him all we knew of him, 
which indeed was very little, and that ſince 


mn have been here, the young fellow has 
told us how infinitely he was obliged to the 


Conſul for teaching him, how much he 


revered and reſpected him, and how much 


he envied his Galician boy the happineſs of 


living with him, often wiſhing himſelf in 


his place. In all the excurſions we make 
with the Conſul and other company, we 


can never perſuade this young fellow to 
accompany us; his conſtant anſwer is, that 


he has ſeen enough of the country, and 
not half enough of the Conſul's library, in 


which he labours almoſt night and day; 


he 1s at the Conſul's bed- ſide early every 
morning to aſk queſtions, and receive new 
directions how he is to go on, for the fear 
of ſoon loſing ſuch a fituation, by Lord 


Freeman's going to Liſbon, makes him 
redouble his diligence and application; he 
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vas delighted when the Conſul ſhewed him 
the uſe of Euchd's elements, of trigono- 

metry, geometry, geography, &c. when 

applied to practice. All this is to him a 
perfectly new diſcovered country, and he 
appears to be enchanted with the ſtriking 
clearneſs of mathematical demonſtration, 


and I doubt not he will make a figure in 
that line, if he is furniſhed with the means 
of proſecuting i it to advantage. 

| The day after our arrival here, the Conſul 

| carried us to pay our reſpetts to the Chief 

| Governor of the city and diſtri of Porto, 

Z which comprehends ſome leagues round it, 


of the neighbouring country ; his Excel- 
lency is couſin to the late Miniſter, who had 
united in his perſon the civil and military 
power, in this part of the kingdom, as he is 
a Lieutenant-General in the ſervice, and 
Regent of the Supreme Court of Juſtice 

. eſtabliſhed here, from which there is no ap- 
peal but to that of Liſbon : His Excellency 
15 very old, and worn down almoſt to a {ke- 
leton, has a ſmall feeble perſon, but a mon- 

. ſtrous 
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Arous prominent ea gle noſe; he f requent- 


ly laments the. fins or rather the ſin of his 


youth; for, in the way of perſonal excels 
the people of this country know but one; 
and ſays, it is that which has reduced him 
tf terribly ; he is of a weak capacity, and 


no talents, but means well, and wiſhes to 
carry on the buſineſs of his government with 


impartiality, does all the good he can, and 
never hurts any one, though he has 1 it often 
in his power; and this is is a rare and moſt 
praiſe-worthy quality in this Gentleman 5 


inaſmuch as it is the leading principle in 


moſt of the Portugueſe, when veſted with 


authority, to exert it all in doing as much 


harm to others as they can. Remember 
the Conſul is my author, and he has thirty 
years acquaintance with the country. 


His Lady is now alſo well advanced in 


years, but reckoned ſenſible and polite; ſhe 
is tall, has been handſome, and literally 


| paints up to the ears; or rather {he paints 
ears and all, for I obſerved them the other 


mg of as high a colour as her cheeks, 
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to ſoſten which there is a ſprinkling of 


powder daubed over the whole face after- 
wards; ſhe has been very well ſhaped, and 
is ſtill ſo, conſidering the number of chil- 


dren ſhe has given to three huſbands, to 


whom ſhe has been ſucceſſively married, 


as ſhe was much ſought after, as well on 


account of her perſonal qualifications, as of 
her noble birth; but it is unlucky that, 
even in this country of ignorance, lubricity 
and ſloth, all the children this Lady has born 


and educated, which are above twenty, are 


remarkable, the males for an invincible 


ſtupidity and fooliſh fort of doltiſhneſs, 
which bid defiance to all the efforts of 


maſters and teachers; and as for the fe- 


males, they are noticed, even here, for a 


decided turn to gallantry; and as, by this 
Lady's prevailing intereſt, her ſons are all 


decorated with reſpectable employments in 
the Chureh, the Law, or the Army, their 


want of brains becomes ſo much the more 


conſpicuous, and has procured the worthy 
old Lady from the malicious part of her 


3 


countrymen 
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countrymen the indecent epithet of the 
Breeder of Aſſes. 1 5 wt 
Be that as it may, Lord Freeman is ge- 
nerally of her Whiſt party of an evening; 
and when we do not ride into the country 
in the forenoon, we perambulate ſome part 
of the city with the Conſul. We viſited the 
great Cathedral Church, which is an old ex- 


tenſive building, without ſymmetry, and 


conſiſts of many additional pieces, patched 


up together, without deſign, and put down. 


in a ſite where it would be impoſſible to ſee 
its beauties, if it had any, a circumſtance 
indeed rather favourable, conſidering its 
preſent deformities. We entered another 
new Church without the walls of the city, 
called (I think ironically) of the poor 


Clergy, with a very tall, ill-proportioned 


| ſteeple, which has been raiſed at a vaſt ex- 


pence; the inſide of the Church is equally 
ornamented with a profuſion of carving 
and gilding, without the ſhadow of taſte 


or arrangement. Lord Freeman obſerved 
to the Conſul, that large fums muſt have 
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been expended on ſuch a fabric, and en- 
quired how they were raiſed ? By chari- 
table contributions, ſaid the Conſul. We 
next came to the Church of the bare-foot- 
ed Carmelites, a new building allo; the 
whole frontiſpiece of which was covered 
with carving in ſtone, but in the ſame bad 
taſte; the pediment (if it deſerves the name) 

was crowned with three monſtrous and ill- 
proportioned figures, repreſenting Faith, 
Hope and Charity: the inſide of this Church 
contained thirteen different Altars, all very 
richly ornamented up to the very roof, but 
in the moſt wretchedly uniform bad taſte ; 
on entering, it appeared to be entirely a 
blaze of gold and painting. Here again 
there has been a monſtrous expenditure of 
money, ſaid Lord Freeman, and I ſuppoſe 
this Convent muſt have a ſubſtantial re- 
venue. Charitable contributions form all 
their revenue, ſaid the Conſul. 

We now entered the great Franciſcan 
Convent, almoſt oppoſite the Conſul's own 
houſe; it is likewiſe a new building, part 

| | of | 
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of it yet unfiniſhed, and conſiſts of two 
large ſquares of four ſtories high, with a 
ſpacious and well-lighted Corridor in the 
middle of each, and the Cells of the Fryars 
are on each ſide, to the number of two 
hundred and fifty. As ſoon as it was per- 
ceived the Britiſh Conſul, ſo well known 
to all of them, had entered their houſe, he 
was immediately attended by a crowd of 
the reverend Gentlemen, the Father Guar- 
dian himſelf did him that honor, and, by 


his preſence, made the others keep at a 


reſpettable diſtance ; he was a tall ſtout 


man, with a pair of ſpectacles fixed before 


two goggle eyes, by a thread from them 


paſſed behind his ears; his thick yellow 
cordon, with five large knots upon it, in 


commemoration of the five wounds of 


Chriſt, was paſſed round his habit, almoſt 


under his axm-pits, and he wag conſtantly 
pulling it up towards his chin before. He 


gave the Conſul a hearty embrace, exprel- 


ſing how rejoiced he was to ſee him; that 


Ce 3 he 
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he wiſhed for ſome more of his advice and 


directions in finiſhing the buildings of the | 


Convent, which he ſaid he was now afraid 
would not be concluded within his trien- 


nial adminiſtration, which he, for his own. 55 
part, wiſhed was already at an end, that he 


might be at reſt, and return again to the 


quiet enjoyment of his little Cell ; that he: 
| believed Chriſtian Charity had taken her 


flight from hence; that the Fryars now 
brou ght him little more than Was neceſſary 
for the daily ſubſiſtence of the Convent; 
that the new buildings muſt certainly ſtop; | 
that with the charge of ſuch a numerous 


Convent, he had not a moment in which 


he might think of his own ſalvation; that 


he mult be conſtantly on the watch, to 
prevent the young Fryars from rambling, 
and to ſend the ald ones abroad to preach, 
_ exhort, abſolve, and bring back charities 


to the community ; that between the gad- 
ding diſpoſition of the young Fryars and 
the lazineſs of the old, his Choir was never 


more 
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more than half full; and that therefore 
the daily ſervice of God and of his W 
was negletted. 

The Conſul condoled wah kin in his pi- 
ous labours, and encouraged him to proceed 
in the ſame with reſolution 5 aſſuring him, 
he vas convinced it was by the interpoſition 
of the ſeraphic St. Francis himſelf, that his 
Reverence had been called to ſuch a perilous 
and difficult charge, in ſuch critical times, 
and that nothing leſs than his profound 
judgment and capacity could be equal to 
ſuch à taſk. This laſt compliment ſeemed 
to tickle his Reverence exceedingly, and : 
with it we took our leaves. 

On coming away, Lord Freeman obſerved 
engraved overthe great gate of the Convent 
in capital gilt letters, and in the Portugueſe 
language, the words whereof the followin 9 
is the exact tranſlation: The Virgin our 
Lady was conceived and born immaculate 


and without original Sin, and aſked the 


Conſul the meaning of that ſentence being 
cngraved there? the Conſul anſwered him 
. firſt 


as 


FR 4 1 © "9 . 
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thofdox dottrine, became gradually applied 


| 
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firſt by obſerving, © that he muſt have re: 
marked both in Spain and here, that almoſt 
the whole devotion of the people is directed 
to the Virgin Mary and the other Saints, 
and very little either to God the Father or 


Son; and that, though two rival and very 


reſpectable Orders of Religious affect to be 


both great worſhippers of the Virgin, yet 


from an Eſprit de Corps, they differ eſſential- 
ly in what is conſidered as a moſt material 


point: You muſt know, my Lord, (con- 
tinued the Conſul) that after the fooliſh im- 
piety of Neſtorjus had bred a ſchiſm in the 
Church, by dividing Chriſt into two diflinet 
perſons, making two Sons, and denying 
him who was born pf Mary to be God, the 


Church, in order to inculcate the Catholic 


. truth in the minds of the people, made often 


mention of the Virgin, both in the Eaſt and 
Weſt, in this ſhort form of words, in Greek, 
Mazpiz Ozor64©», Or, Mary mother of God ; 2 


This being originally introduced only in 


honor of Chriſt, and in ſupport of the or- 
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in honor of the Mother, and finally to her 
alone; and about the middle of the eleventh 
century, a daily Office was inſtituted to the 
Virgin, and in the hundred years next fol- 
lowing, her worſhip encreaſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that ſhe had divine honors paid to her, 
among which was attributed to her a total 


exemption from original ſin, and conſe- 


quently from ſharing of its bad effects. 


About the year 1136, the Canons of Ly- 
ons had the zeal and aſſurance to bring it 
into their Eccleſiaſtical Office; and St. Ber- 


nard, who was otherwiſe a great ſtickler for 


the Virgin, wrote to thoſe Canons, inveigh- 
ing againſt ſuch a practice, and reprehend- 
ing them ſeverely for introducing a dange- 
rous novelty withgut reaſon, or any exam- 
ple from antiquity. The next century pro- 
duced the Schoglmen, both among the 
Franciſcans and Dominicans, who, in their 


writings, were unanimous in refuting this 


new doctrine of the immaculate conception 


of the Virgin, till about the year 1300, when 


John Duns Scotus aroſe, and ſupported it; 
| 5 „ 
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and being a famous Divine, his doctrine was 
followed by the Franciſcans, who ſhortly 


afterwards, affirmed the doctrine of the im- 


maculate conception to be abſolutely true; 


which: Scotus had made out only as poſli- 


ble, and probable, under this doubtful con- 


dition, if it be not repugnant to the ortho- 
dox faith,” The Dominicans, on the other 
hand, oppoſed it ſtrongly, and followed St. 


Thomas, of Aquinas, then famous for his 


ſcholaſtic learning, and for both him and 
his doctrine being canonized by Pope John 
the Twenty-ſecond, to depreſs and mortify 


the Franciſcans, who moſtly adhered to the 
Emperor Lewis of Bavaria, whom that Pope 
had excommunicated; however, the popu- 
lar ſhew of piety and devotion has made the 
Franciſcan opinion go through, ſupported 


as it was by the Univerſity of Paris, then 


famous, and afterwards approved by the 


Council of Bazil. The Dominicans have 
been obliged, almoſt ever ſince, to obſerve 


a cautious ſilence on this important article, 


whatever they may. believe in their Con- 


vents 


— 
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vents concerning it; and the Franciſeans 


triumphed, when they found that King 


John the Fourth of Portugal, and the firſt 
of the houſe of Braganga, was ſuch a De- 
votee of the Virgin, that, when he afſem- 


bled the Cortes in 1646, he publicly took 


her for Protefrels of his kingdom, making 


It tributary to her in the ſum of fifty cruza- 


does yearly; and on the 25th of March, 


of the ſame year, he ſwore to and declared 


authentically, the immaculate conceptionof 
he Virgin Mary, making all his ſubjetts 


do the lame, and notifying to the Univer- 


ſuties of the kingdom, that all the ſtudents, 


before admiſſion to any degree, ſhould {wear 
they would defend that myſtery ; ſo that ex- 
eluſive of the Dominicans, it is now univer- 


 fally eſtabliſhed here as an article of Taith.” 
By the time the Conſul had got to the 


end of his hiſtorical information, we had 


reached the library, and found it was now 
time to dreſs for dinner. Next Ordinary 


you ſhall hear more oh our peregrinations 


Adieu. 11 


—— 


LET: 


p g RT : 4 . PEA. . 
* 4 18 N - - 
PII 2 0 . * 
TS * - 4 1 C - — 
wy hs 5 — 2 - - — — —ͤ—ę— — 


— — 


— — 2 


3966 SKETCHES Or 


LETTER wn.” 


2 Ports, 1779. 


DAR BROTHER, 


To walk much about this city, is, I aſ- 


ſure you, rather a violent exerciſe; not one 


ſtreet in it being upon a level, excepting 


| | that where the moſt part of the Engliſh 
mnhabit; all the others conſiſt of aſcents and 


deſcents, fome of them ſo ſteep as to make 
it very difficult for any ſort of wheel car- 
riage to get on; for which reaſon, litters 
carried between a a couple of ſtout mules 
are more in uſe here, and a much ſafer con- 
veyance. Paſſing by the great Franciſcan 
Convent in our walk this morning, I ob- 
ſerved to the Conſul that I ſuppoſed it 
was alſo built by charitable contributions, 


which he anſwered in the affirmative. 


Lord 
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Lord Freeman was entering into a diſcuſſion 
of this ſpecies of charity, which induced peo- | 
ple to laviſh their money in uſeleſs and ex- 
penſive buildings, when we arrived at a new 
and very extenſive one, not much more than 
begun; it was to conſiſt of a ſquare of above 
560 Engliſh feet each front ; the Conſul led 
us into a ſmall houſe adjoining, and ſhewed 
us the plans, profiles and elevations of the 
building, which, he ſaid, had been deſigned 
by an Architect, an old ſchoolfellow of his 
- own in Englland, and had been examined 
by his Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
who, he ſaid, was an excellent judge; that 
it was intended for a general Hoſpital, but 
was an undertaking much too immenſe for 
ſuch a place as this, and would better ſerve 
the purpoſe of a general Infirmary for Lon- 
don or Liſbon; that, in the little of it which 
vas executed, they had already departed 
very materially from the original deſign, 
and made many alterations for the worſe; 
_ that it had been begin about twelve years 
ago, that the fund aſſigned for carrying it 
4 1 on, 
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on, did not afford above a thoulnd 3 
ſterling yearly, and that there was no great 
danger of its ever being finiſned, while Por- 
tugal remained in its preſent precarious 
ſituation, for that the whole eſtimate of the 
expence had been laid at about 3⁰0, 000 
pounds ſterling. 


As we were on our way home, we paſl- 


ed by another large maſlive building, very 
high, with ſtrong iron grates and bars be- 
Tore all the windows; this the Conſul in- 
formed us, was the Tribunal of the High 
Court of Juſtice for the City, and all the 
Northern Provinces of the Kingdom. Lord 
Freeman obſerved, that he did not think it 


was the molt favorable indication of diſtri- 


butive juſtice, to fee ſuch ample accommo- 
dation made for criminals and priſoners ; 
and ſeeing ſuch a number of wretches de- 
prived of cheir liberty, he aſked, if there 
vas any ſuch thing as a jail delivery from 
time to time; ſo that the gibbet, the gal- 
leys and the plantations might have their 


due, and the innocent their liberty? The 
Conſul 
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Conſul aſſüred us there was no ſuch thing, 
that, in almoſt all civil ſuits and litiga- 
tions, ſentences were obtained in favor of 
that party which could muſter the moſt 
powerful Empenhos, preſerving g only theex- 
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rere 


terior forms and appearance of juſtice, an 


theſe, for evident reaſons, were duly ex- 
ecuted; that, in criminal proceſſes, when 
the truth is even come at, and the ſentence 
duly paſſed, it is ſeldom or never put in 


execution, unleſs indeed when a culprit 18 
declared innocent, for then with a ſmall 


E. mpenho he commonly obtains his liberty; 
and when even capitally convicted, he can 


by the ſame means obtain an eternal pro- 


rogation of the execution of the ſentence. 
Pray, Conſul (ſaid Lord Freeman), explain 


to us, once for all, what is the meaning and 
nature of an Empenho, for I believe we 


have no word to correſpond with it in Eng- 


liſh, and much depends on rightly under- 
ſtanding it. The Conſul replied, that he 


| Judged very properly; that he would firft 


"Op us a definition of the word, and then 
illuſtrate 


r 
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illuſtrate it by one example out of numi- 


bers, which had paſſed under his own eyes 
and knowledge. 


An Empenho (continued | the Conſul) 


is the act, whereby a perſon in habits of 


friendſhip or intimate acquaintance with 


another, inveſted with power or authority, 


interpoſes earneſtly with him in favor of a 


third perſon, moſt commonly a worthleſs, 


undeſerving ſubject, in order to procure 
for him, againſt Charity, Reaſon and Juſ- 
tice, ſome ſpecial favor he does not de- 
ſerve ; or to avert the impoſition of thoſe 


pains and penalties, whatever they be, he 


in the courſe of juſtice has incurred, and 


is become liable to by the law. 


Nov for the firſt example which occurs 


to me, and which will alſo enable you to 
form ſome idea of what the point of honor 
is held to be in this country. Two couſin- 

- germans of this province of the entre Douro 
e Minko, both men of ſome property, one 
a widower, living upon his eſtate, with a 
maiden ſiſter he had to take care of his fa« 


mily; 
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mily; the other an Officer in a Regiment TY 
of Infantry, (whereof a moſt worthy friend 4 | 

of mine, now dead, was Colonel) enter- | 
tained a violent jealouſy of each other, on 
account of a lady, to whom they both 
made pretenſions ; this jealouſy aroſe to 
| ſuch a degree of frantie rage in the breaſt 
of the widower, that he went out one day, 
prepared and well accompanied by ſer- 
vants, and meeting his couſin the Officer, 
ordered him to be ſeized and in his pre- 
ſence horſe-whipped, by a negro ſlave he 
brought with him for the purpoſe ; the 
Officer being without arms and unpro- 
vided againſt ſuch an attack, after receiv- 
ing the ſtripes, laid hold of his own beard, 
and told him he ſhould certainly pay him Wl. 
for fuch an atrocious inſult ; the widower, Th Il 
who perfectly underſtood the meaning of 5 1 
the expreſſion, left this part of the coun- 
try for above three years, retiring into the 
kingdom of Galicia, after which, think- 
ing his couſin's paſſion muſt be in ſome 
degree ſubſided, he returned to his eſtate, 
V or. I, D d never 


and after diſcharging the contents, drag- 
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never venturing however abroad but in 
the ſame litter with his ſiſter, not ſuppoſing 
any Cavalier would be rude enough to 
attack him in the company of a lady; 


mean time the Officer, from the time he 


was horſe-whipped, never appeared more 
in the Regiment, never heard Maſs, nor 
{ſhaved his beard, having ſolemnly ſworn 
to do neither of the three, till he had 
taken, what is here reckoned, atis faction 
for ſuch an affront; he was all the while 


{kulking about the country, diſguiſed in a 


hermit's dreſs, and having found his couſin 


was returned to his country-houſe, he got 


together ſome companions, and waylaid 


him at a croſs-road, near his own houſe, 
as he was returning to it one evening, 
with his ſiſter in the litter, which he ſtop- 
ped, and telling the lady he had ſome 


ſmall buſineſs with her brother, moſt po- 


litely deſired her to alight; which ſhe hav- 


ing done, he took a piſtol from his ſleeve 


and applied it to his couſin's forchead, 


ged 
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ged him out of the litter, and diſcharged 
another through his heart, as he lay wel- 
tering in his blood: this being done, he 
aſked a thouſand pardons of the lady, for 
having ſo far mcommoded her, and beg- 
gedto know, whither ſhe wiſhed to be con- 
ducted ? ſhe ſignified a deſire to retire to 
a Convent, about ten miles from where 
the cataſtrophe happened, where {ſhe had 
an only ſiſter a Nun, and the Officer, like 
a gallant Cavalier, conducted and _ 

her ſafely with her ſiſter. 
his done, he returned to his Regi- 
ment, reported himſelf again fit for duty, 
dreſſed and appeared upon the parade as 
uſual; and the rumour of this cowardly 
aſſaſſination going abroad, he was very 
far from denying it, and all the Nobility - 
about, and men of honor, juſtified and 
_ applauded the action, ſaying, it was the 
leaſt a man of birth and credit could do to 
vindicate his reputation. 
Mean time, my friend, the Colonel of 


as Regiment, received the whole procels 
Dda of 
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of the murder, with the examination of 
the witneſſes in form, and the ſtatement 
of all the circumſtances tending to prove 
the crime committed, to which the Civil 


Magiſtrate of the diſtrict is by law enjoin- 
ed to proceed, within a fixed time after he 
has notice of the ſame; and, if the delin- 


quent is of the Army, the Magiſtrate then 
remits the proceſs, duly ſigned and ſealed, 
to the Commanding Officer of the Regi- 


ment he belongs to, in order to his being 


there tried by a Court-martial, according 


to the articles of war. 


* As ſoon as it was known here that 
the Colonel of the Regiment had received 


the proceſs, a Nobleman of this city, with 


whom I am well acquainted, of a good 
eltate, of conſiderable influence, and re- 


_ lated to ſeveral of the firſt families at 


Court, and who well knew the intimate 
tooting I was upon with the ſame Colonel, 


came to me, and requeſted a ſtrong letter 
of Empenho to the Colonel, deſiring that 

| he would by no means proceed to a 

5 5 Court- 
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Court- martial againſt ſuch a Subaltern of 


the Regiment; and telling me the whole al- 


fair, concluded by ſaying the Subaltern 
was a Nobleman, that he had behaved in 


the affair as he would have done himſelf, | 


and moreover, that he was nearly related 
to his wife, who joined in deſiring the 


ſame favor of me, I knew it was totally 


in vain to argue the matter with him, ſo 
ſtrong are their prejudices, and ſo rooted 


in their miſtaken notions of courage and 


honor ; however, I could not help telling 
him my own opinion of it, which, I aſſured 
| him, would alſo be that of my friend the 


Colonel; that I looked upon it as the 


baſeſt and moſt cowardly ſpecies of deli- 


berate murder, to attack a man riding 
peaceably about, within his own domain, 
without arms, and without apprehenſion 


of danger ; that ſuch a fellow ought to be 
hunted from ſociety, as a creature much 
more miſchievous than a mad dog, a ſer- 


pent, or any other noxious animal; and 
chat I was certain, were I to write fifty 
Dd 3 letters 
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letters of Empenho to my friend, they 
would be of no avail ; for that I well 
knew, he would do his duty, and execute 
the eſtabliſhed laws of the land, in what- 
ever regarded his particular, eſpecially in 
a cale ſo clear as the preſent, though he 
faw deſtruction and the gates of Hell open 
before his eyes. The Nobleman anſwered 
me very coolly and deliberately, “ Mr. 
Conſul, (ſaid he) I know you are well ac- 
quainted with the cuſtoms, the manners, 
and even the prejudices of this country, 
and every country has its prejudices. You 
know that there 1s no refuſing a letter of 
Empenho, even to a beggar, and much 
toſs to a perſon of my rank and connec- 
tions; that, ſuppoſing my wie's relation 
to be really the wretch you would make 
him, he has for that very reaſon the more 

necd of protection from perſons in autho- 

rity; that a man of virtue and probity has 
protection ſufficient in his own character; 
after I once grant my intereſt and protec: 


tion to a criminal even of the blackeſt 
25 dye, 
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dye, the queſtion runs no more upon the 


merits or demerits of that criminal; but 


it is whether or not my authority is to be 
regarded and reſpected by the perſon I 
apply to, and in whole power it is to pro- 

tect that criminal from the ri =_ of ous 
and the law?” 


* Inſomuch chen, (replied I to him) 
that my friend the Colonel, to oblige you, 


and ſhew his reſpect for you, muſt expoſe 


himſelf to the juſt animadverſion of the 
military laws, by neglecting a molt eſſen- 


tial part of his duty; or, he muſt offend 
you grievouſly if he complies with it? 
Moſt certainly (returned the Nobleman). 


In that caſe, Sir, (ſaid I) after the character 
I have given you of my friend, I leave you 


to judge on what part he will moſt ready 


decide. No matter, (anſwered he) give me 


the letter for him I aſk of you; the reſt 


will be at his peril, and an affair to be diſ- 
cuſſed between him and me. I accordingly 


gave him the letter, aſſuring him again 


it would be of no manner of uſe. This, 


*'D d 4 Gentle 
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Gentlemen, 1s a true and home example 
of the nature of an Empenho.” | 

I have not time at preſent to make re- 
marks, which I may do on ſome future 
occaſion, upon this extraordinary buſineſs 
of Empenhos here; only, by what I find, 


they are the ruin of every thing, and pre- 


vent every ſort of buſineſs from being car. 
ried on as it ought to be. Good night, 


* 
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LETTER XXII. 


Porto, 1779. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


> I Endeavour tO divert my excellent c om- : 


panion Lord Freeman's fretting and vex- 


ation, at not hearing of his miſtrels's arrival 
in Liſbon, by propoſing rides every day, 
to ſee many beautiful or romantic ſitua- 


tions 1n this neighbourhood, One particu- 
larly, which ſtruck him much, had been 
formerly a Convent belonging to the Ca- 
nons regular of St. Auſtin ; but had been 
ſecularized, as well as all the others of that 


Order in Portugal, to the number of twen- 


ty, preſerving only two, to which the fat 


Canons were removed from all the others, 


in virtue of a Bull the Marquis of Pombal 


obtained from his friend the Pope Ganga- 
DF We GX nelli; 
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nelli; all the reſt of the houſes and lands 


belonging to them, have been ſold to the 


beſt bidder, and among them this beau- 
tiful place we viſited, called Grijoò, for 
100,000 cruzadoes, or about 11,000 pounds 
ſterling, and not more than a third part of 
its value, 

After this we reſolved to take a trip of 
ſome days, farther into the country, direct- 


ing our courle, firſt to a town four leagues 
North from this, along the coaſt, called Villa 
do Conde. Lord Freeman obſerved, that 


this province in which we had not yet tra- 
velled, had a more flouriſhing appearance 
than any we had ſeen, and was better cul- 
tivated and inhabited. The Conſul told us, 


that though in extent it was much the ſmall- 
eſt province in the kingdom, it contained 


a greater number of people than any other, 
that in which the capital ſtands excepted; 


that it was watered by a number of fine 
rivers, ſome of which furniſhed the only 
falmon to be had in the kingdom, and from 
whence even the Madrid market was ſup- 


plied, 
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plied, eſpecially in Lent; and that the na- 
tives were remarkable for their application 


and induſtry wherever they went, but had 


very little inclination to a military lite. 
The only thing we ſaw at Villa do Conde 
worth remarking was the Convent of Nuns, 
which, as travellers and men of gallantry, 
we went to viſit, as was expected of us: 
Here the beſt female blood of the province 


is aſſembled, for the Nobility particularly 


in this province are moſt miſerably poor, 
and being as far above the meanneſs of 
doing any thing themſelves to gain a live- 
lihood, as above beſtowing their daughters 


on any perſon they think in the leaſt infe- 
rior to them in birth, they have no other 


reſource, as they imagine, but to ſend them 
to this Convent to ſtarve in character, with- 


out conſulting their inchnations, any more 


than they would do in providing them with 


huſbands, not conſidering the phyſical and 
_ conſtitutional hardſhips to N they ex- 


ng them, 


The 


— 
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The Conſul defired us to remark the 


| aquedutt, which brought a ſtream of fine 


water to the Convent from the mountains, 
at above ſeven miles diſtant; and gave us 


the following account of it: 


When the Portugueſe, by as ſingular = 


a manceuvre as any recorded in hiſtory, 
| ſeconded by the negligence of the Conde 


Duque d' Olivares, drove out the Spaniſh 
Government, and proclaimed the Duke of 


Braganca their King in 1640, the General 


who was charged with the military govern- 


ment of this province, had a ſiſter then La- 
dy Abbeſs of this very Convent, which at 
that time ſuffered extremely from the want 


of water, a moſt eſſential article in this 


country, eſpecially in a Convent of Nuns ; 
when therefore, this General iſſued his 


orders through the province, for raiſing the 


recruits to make up the quota he had the 
King commands to ſend to the Army, then 


acting defenſively on the frontiers of the 
Alentejo, hethoughthe had a good occaſion 
„ 10 


SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 4ig 


to ſerve his ſiſter and her Nuns; and added, 


by his Own authority, that whoever wiſhed 
to be exempted from ſerving in the Army, 


ſhould come and work for a ſtipulated time, 
in aſſembling the materials and building an 


aqueduct, for the Nuns of Villa do Conde. 


Upon this almoſt the whole young fellows 


of the province poured in upon him, to aſ- 


fiſt at ſo pious a work; there were no re- 


_ cruitsfent to the Army, and the aqueduct, as 
you now ſee it, was completely finiſhed in a 


wonderful ſhort time, without any expence 


either to the General or the Convent.” 
We remounted our horſes, and took the 


 roadtothe ancient city of Braga, the Bra- 
cara Auguſta of the Romans, at ſix leagues 


diſtance within land from the coaſt, through 
a fine pleaſant country, the roads moſtly 
lined regularly with the dwarf oak, and 


the vine climbing entwiſted round it, and 
ſhooting its branches ſuſpended overthe tra- 


vellers heads as they purſue their journey, 


ſo that in the ſeaſon they can gather plenty 


of grapes as they go along. The plains be- 
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tween the high grounds were regularly 
divided by quickſet hedges, lined with the 
dwarf oak as above, and looked green and 
rich, and were well ſtocked wich cattle graz- 
mg. Lord Freeman remarked, that the 
country reſembled England more than any 
thing we had ſeen, and was very different 
from, and ſuperior to all the ſun-burnt 
country we had yet travelled over in Por- 
wank. 5 5 81 
Io amuſe us on the road, I requeſted the 
Conſul to finiſh the account he had begun 
concerning the letter of Empenho, which 
the Nobleman had extorted from him for 
his friend the Colonel. © Apropos, (ſaid the 
Conſul) I forgot to tell you, I had agreed 
with my friend before, that, though I ſhould 
write him a thouſand letters of Empenho, 
he was to pay no regard to them, unleſs it 
ſhould happen that the requeſt any of them 
contained, coincided with his own intentions 
Or inclination; for i in that caſe he might al- 
low me the merit of obtaining the favor re- 


queſted by che perſon who applies to me: 


1 now 
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I now proceed to inform you, that the No- 
| bleman had my letter delivered to the Co- 
lonel, with a ſtrong recommendation alſo 
from himſelf 1 in favor of the priſoner, nei- 


ther of which had the leaſt effect; for he i 


was tried by a Court- martial, and ſentence 
of death paſſed upon him; and as the Count 
la Lippe happened to be in the kingdom at 
che time, it would have been put in imme- 
diate execution, had it not been for the 
ſtrong and numberleſs Empenhos his rela- 


tions made for him at Court, whereby the 


King changed the ſentence, ordering him 
to be broke at the head of his Regiment, 
his uniform to be ſtripped from his back, 


his ſaſh to be cut in two, his ſword to be 


broken before him, and his perſon to be 


baniſhed for ten years to the kingdom of 
Angola in Africa. The firſt part of the 


ſentence was executed, and he was kept in 
the large priſon you ſaw at Porto, in order 
to be tranſmitted by the firſt opportunity; 
but at the commencement of the preſent 


| Adminiſtration, the Queen pardoned every 


thing, 


: o 
g a r ne rr owe. ——— ova . — > 
— — — uae oe Fo 3 — — 


Bi 
5 
"2 BH 
| 4 
. 
| 
} 0 
ö 
[ 
| 
[ 
| 
. 
| 
. 


416 SKETCHES OF 


thin g, and ordered him to be reſtored to his 
poſt in the ſame Regiment. 


e You will aſk, perhaps, why the pri- 
ſoner was not tranſported according to his 


| ſentence? to this I have to anſwer, that he 


was only one of ſome hundreds in the fame 


_ predicament; ſuch was the lenity, or, to give 
it its true name, the relaxation of the Marquis 


of Pombal's Government; and though it 
is well known that he wiſhcd it ſhould be 


thought rigorous and ſevere, yet it was lo 


in reality, only to ſuch as were the direct 
objects of his ſpleen and reſentment.” 
As we approached the city of Braga, Lord 


Freeman could not help remarking its beau- 


tiful ſituation, upon a riſing ground, with a 
fine variegated country to the North, to the 
Eaſt, and to the Welt of it, with a range of 


hills, moſtly covered with wood, to the 

South, which in this warm climate, ſerve to 
wo give it a cool refreſhing appearance. J re- 

marked, that by its topical ſituation, it ought 


to be very populous; however, when we 


entered i it, we were milcrably diſappointed, 


for 
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for, except in a few by- ſtreets, where fome 


hatters and nail-makers were at work, every 


ching wore the appearance of that melan- 
choly ſtillneſs and quiet, which but ill agrees 
with the character of a thriving city. There 


had been made a feeble attempt to eſtabliſh 
a ſilk manufactory here, by the late Mini- 

ſter, but for want of money and materials 
it had ſtopped. The Conſul carried us to 


the houſe of a very old friend of his, a Ca» 


non of the great Cathedral; his houſe was in 
a very large oblong ſquare, called, the Field 


of the Vineyard; three ſides of this ſquare 
- were entirely occupied by Convents of dif- 
ferent Orders of men or women, being no 


leſs than ſive large Caſtles of Indolence. The 


Canon was truly a jovial companion and a 
bon vivant; and, by keeping much com- 
pany with the Engliſh and other foreigners 


at Porto and Liſbon, he had acquired a taſte 
for that ſort of ſociety and confidential 


friendſhip, his countrymen were perfect 


ſtrangers to; and, by chis means to the na- 
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tural vice of his country, eſpecially among 
Churchmen, I mean incontinence, this con- 

vivial Canon added that of a great affection 

for his bottle, which, he ſaid, the Engliſh | 
had taught him; and, with very little re- 
gard to the dictates of morality, or even 
ſometimes of common decency; he was at 


the ſame time excecdingly ſcrupulous in 


repeating his Canonical hours, and other 
daily leſſons of his Breviary, at any time or 
place, even in the middle of company, or 
the looſeſt converſation, in which he would 
join moſt heartily, mumbling over his leſſons 


at any interval, when he was not obliged to 
talk to the company, and this with much 
more indifference and leſs concern than a 
{chool-boy repeats his talk; and when taxed 
by any Engliſh friend for doing it in that 


manner, he would gravely affirm, that by 
repeating barely the ſet words of his Office, 
he complied with the precept of the Church, 
which was all he was obliged to do, and 


all he cared for. 


Wich 


i 
ö 


upon his Royal Highneſs the Archbiſhop, 
us very graciouſly, ſhewed us his library, 
dals, which, we may indeed ſay, we had ſeen 


had remitted them from time to time to the 

_ Conſul to decypher and explain for him, 
the Conſul had copied them upon a _: 
poſition of his own preparing. We found 


the Encyclopedia; but it was the caſtrated 
edition. There was there likewiſe a cru- 
cifix with the figure of our Saviour, not 


and, as was aſſerted, all made of o one tooth 
of an elephant, 


ſupper, where every thing was ſet out in 
profuſion ; and, what moſt ſurpriſed us, a 
very fine young woman graced the head of 
| the table, her name was Donna Maria The- 
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With this worthy Eccleſiaſtic we waited 
a natural brother to the King, who received 
and a pretty large collection of Roman me- 


at the Conſul's before; for as the Archbiſhop 


in the library no books worth reading but 


much ſmaller than the life, cut in ivory, 


After paying our court to this Prince of 
the Church, we returned to the Canon's to 


Ee reſa. 
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reſa. She is of my own making, Gentlemen; 
(ſaid the honeſt Canon) what, 1 18 your opt- 


nion of her? We could not refrain paying 


compliments on the appearance of a perſon 


who leemed o richly to deſerve them. It 


is true I was never married, (faid the good 
old fellow, laughing) becauſe I durſt not, 


or if I had, I ſhouid have loſt a ſubſtantial | 


benefice, ſed Homo ſum, et nihal humani a 
me alienum puto; Iam obliged to call her 
my niece here, among theſe hypocritical 
people, and ſhe has four brothers, all ſtout 


young tellows, three ol them are no- 


abroad ſerv! ing their King: and country, and 


I intend renouncing my fall 5 in favour of 
the fourth Here the C onſul- obſerved to 


the Canon, that he was perſuaded he had 


no occaſion to apologize to tlie company 


preſent, for producing g creditable and uleful 


ſubjects to the ſtate, which was, he thought, g 


the duty of every good citizen, notwithſtand- : 


ing the newly invented Eccleſiaſtical rules ee 
to the contrary Ab, the madmen of the : 
Council of Trent! when our worthy Arch- 


hilnop 


. 
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biſhop Don Bartholomew dos Martyres in- 


ſiſted, at the time they were about making 
the decrees for the celibacy of the Prieſts, 


that leave ſhould be granted for the Clergy 
of his dioceſe to marry, and it was refuſed : 

I call God to witneſs, reverend | brethren, | 

| (faid that reſpectable Prelate in full Coun- 

|  cil) that You, and not I, ſhall be anſwerable 


henceforward, for that long hit of procured 


abortions, of infanticides, and other abomi- 
nable crimes, which celibacy will be the 
dreadful cauſe of, among the Eccleſiaſtics 
of my dioceſe; and you are laying a bur- 
den on our ſhoulders, which neither we nor 
our fathers have been able to bear. —Lord 
: F reeman looked at the Conſul, and ſaid | m 
" Engliſh, that he had never heard a Church- 


man in the country utter ſo much ſterling 


8 good ſenſe before A vas a man, my Lord, 


9 (ſaid the Canon) before I was a Prieſt, and, 

25 IIinſiſt on it, that every duty and obſervance 

impoſed on us as Churchmen, but incom- 
patible with our characters as men, is a grie- 
vance and an abſurdity, and, I thank God 


for 
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for it, without any foundation and autho- 
rity, either in the Scripture or Tradition. 


I will freely confeſs one thing more to you, 
Gentlemen, (continued the ſenſible Prieſt) 


before I was a father, I was neither ſo good 
a man nor ſo good a ſubjett as I have been 
ſince; I neither loved ſociety ſo well, nor 
took ſuch a lively intereſt in its happinels; 
I was a poor ſolitary inſulated being, and 


I find myſelf become much more humane, 


ſympathizing and compaſſionate, ſince J 


have felt the ſweet overflowings of paterna] 
affection, ſo delightfully employed in the 


education of my boys, and in teaching the 


girl before you, the true principles of a mo- 


ral agent, being thoroughly convinced, that 


the ruinous practice of educating women in 


this country in idleneſs and ignorance, leaves 


| them an eaſy prey to the fir{t paſſion that 


aſſails them, unprovided as they are, with 


any rational principle, which might ſerve 
either to repreſs its violence, or to direct its 
courſe; and what adds to my ſatisfaction is, 


to find by the uſe my children have made 


of 


* 
* 
* 
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| of my inſtructions, that they have neither 


been miſemployed nor thrown away. 
By this time the young lady was in tears, 


and the Conſul, who had known her from 
infancy, aſked her in his familiar way, what 


was the matter? She anſwered him, ſobbing, 


* that ſhe conſidered herſelf as the moſt for- 


tunate, andat the ſame timethemoſt ill-fated 


of her ſex; that it was impoſſible for any 
heart to be more thoroughly impreſſed than 
her's was, with a ſenſe of the infinite obli- 
gations ſhe owed her father, for the pains 


= education beyond what any woman there 


could boaſt of or enjoyed; but, oh! Sir, 


1 5 (added ſhe) excluſive of the conſideration, 
that on account of his Eccleſiaſtical charac- 


ter, all my hopes of any future eſtabliſhment 


in life, according to the prejudices of this 


country, are entirely cut off, it grieves me 
to the ſoul, whenever I recollect that I can- 


not, dare not declare publicly to the whole 


world, that he is my father, that I cannot 


| boaſt of it, and lay, how much [ love and 


adore 


r 
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adore the goodneſs and generoſity of the : 
man; and that all thoſe various and ſtrong 
ſenſations of filial gratitude, attachment Ad. 
reſpect, with which I feel my heart daily 
more and more inflamed, mull. be for ever 
ſtifled eee, tn he 
I looked about, and ſaw the tear of 
paternal affection ſwelling in the old man's 
eye, and I could with the utmoſt difficulty 
reſtrain my own. It was a ſcene truly 
| affecting; J loved it, and at the ſame time 
wiſhed to get out of it. The Conſul made a 


bim Good gin; | 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


motion to go to reſt, and we all ſupported, 4 


